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DECLARATION. 


S there are ſome people who cannot 

read, without making applications of 
the vicious and ludicrous characters they 
meet with in works of this kind; I de- 
clare to theſe miſchievous readers, that they 
will be to blame, if they apply any of the 
pictures drawn in this book. I publickly 
own that my purpoſe is to repreſent life as 
we find it: but God forbid that I ſhould 
undertake to delineate any man in particu- 
lar: Let no reader, therefore, aſtume to 
himſelf that which as properly belongs to 
others; left, as Phædrus obſerves, he makes 
an unlucky diſcovery of his own character. 
Stulte nudabit animi conſcienttam. There 
are phylicians in Caſtile as well as in 
France, whoſe practice conſiſts in evacuat- 
ing their patients a little too much, and 
the fame vices and peculiarities of Apo- 


ition arc to be (cen every where. I con- 
feſs, 


| (x) 
fels, that I have not always exactly obſerv- 
ed the manners of the Spaniards; and 


thoſe who art acquainted with the diſorder- 


ly lives of the plavers at Madrid, may re- 
proach me with having deſcribed their ir- 
regularities with too mucli tenderneſs: but 
I thought it was neceſſary to ſoften them a 
little, that they might be the more con- 
formable to the manners of our own coun- 
; 
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GIL BLAS 


T O THE 


R EA D E R. 


Entle reader, before thou heareſt the 
hiſtory of my lite, give me Jeave to 
entertain thee with a ſhort ſtory. 

Two ſcholars, in their way from Pennafiel 
to Salamanca, being thirſty and fatigued, fat 
down by a ſpring they met with on the road. 
There, while they reſted themſelves, after 
having quenched their thirſt, they perceived 
by accident, upon a ſtone that was even with 


the ſurface of the earth, ſome letters, already 


half effaced by time, and the feet of flocks 
that came to water at the fountain : having 
waſhed it, they read theſe words in the Cal- 
tilian tongue: Aqui eſt d enterrad i el alma del 
Licenciido Pedro Garcias, Here 1s interred 
the ſoul of the Licentiate Peter Garcias.“ 
The younger of the two ſtudents, being a 
pert coxcomb, no ſooner read this inicription, 


than he cried with a loud laugh, © A good 


Joke i' faith; Here is interred the ſoul—a ſoul 
interred '—Who the devil could be the author 
of ſuch a wie epitaph!“ So ſaying, he got 


up and went away: while his companion, 


who was bleſſed with a greater ſhare of pene- 
tration, 


(mn) 
tration, ſaid to himſelf, ©* There is certain 
ſome myſtery in this affair: Ill ſtay in order 
to unriddle it.“ Accordingly, his comrade 
was no ſooner out of fight, than he began to 
dig with his knife all around the ſtone ; and 
ſucceeded fo well, that he got it up, and 
found beneath it a leathern purſe, containing 
an hundred ducats, and a card, on which 
was written the following ſentence in Latin, 


«© Whoſoever thou art who haſt wit enough 


to diſcover the meaning of the inſcription, in- 


herit my money, and make a better uſe of it 


than I have done.” The ſcholar, rejoiced at 
his good fortune, placed the ſtone in its for- 
mer ſituation, and walked home to Salamanca 
with the ſoul of the licentiate. 


Of what complection ſoever thou mayeſt 
be, friendly reader, thou wilt certainly re- 


ſemble one of thoſe two ſcholars: for if thou 
peruſeſt my adventures, without perceiving 
the moral inſtructions they contain, thou wilt 
reap no harveſt from thy labour: but if thou 
readeſt with attention, thou wilt find in them, 
according to the precept of Horace, profit 
mingled with pleaſure. 
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CHAP. I. Of the birth and education of Gil Blas. 


N AV father, Blas of Santillane, after having car- 
M ried arms many years for the ſervice of the 

Spaniſh monarchy, retired to the town in 
which he was born, where he choſe a wife among the 
ſecond-rate citizens, who, tho' the was no chicken, 
brought me into the world ten months after her marriage. 
— They afterwards removed to Oviedo, where my mo- 
ther became a waiting-woman, and my father Squire * 
to a lady: and as they had nothing but their wages to 


depend upon, I ſhould have run the hazard of being 


very poorly educated, had it not been my good for- 
tune to have a canon for my uncle, whoſe name was 


Squire or gentleman uſher, in Spaniſh Eſcuderr, is a perſon 
that waits on a lady. Forme'ly, decayud genticmen were enter- 
tuned by the nob lit, tor these pur poſe; they took their appellation 
trom thoſe eminent tyuires whole office was to carry the ſhield (iu 
Spain, cal ed Flcudo) of their matter. 
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2 The ADVENTURES of 
Gil Perez: he was my mother's eldeſt brother as well as 

my god-father, a little man, three feet and an half high, 

exceſſively fat, with his head ſunk between his ſhoulders; 

otherwiſe an honeſt prieſt, whoſe chief care was to live 

well; that is, to make good chear ; and his living, 

which was no lean one, turniſhed him with the means. 

He carried me home to his houle while an inſant, 
taking charge of my education; and I appeared fo 
ſprightly, that he reſolved to cultivate my genius. With 
this view he bought for me an horn-book, and under- 
took (himſelf) to learn me to read; a taſk no leſs uſe- 
ful to him than me: for, in teaching me my letters, he 
had recourſe to his reading, which he had always neg- 
lected too much, and, by dint of application, enabled 
himſelf to read his breviary without heſitation ; a qua- 
lification he had never been poſſeſſed of before. — He 
had all the inclination in the world to inſtruct me in the 
Latin tongue alſo, becaule it would have been fo much 
money faved to him: but, alas, poor Gil Perez! he had 
never in his lite underſtood the rudiments of that lan- 
guage, and was perhaps (but this I do not vouch for cer- 
tainty) the moſt illiterate canon of the whole chapter. 
—[ have been told, indeed, that he had not obtained 
his benefice by his erudition ; but owed it entirely to 
the gratitude of ſome pious nuns, for whom he had act- 
_ ed the part of a zealous commiſſioner, and by whoſe in- 
fluence the order of prieſthood had*been conterr'd upon 
him without examination. 

He was therefore obliged to ſubject me to the birch 
of a ſchool matter, and accordingly tent me to the houſe 
of doctor Godinez, who was reckon'd the moſt expert 
flogger in Oviedo. I improved to well under his inftruc- 
tions, that in five or fix years, I underſtood a little Greek, 
was a pretty good Latin ſcholar ; and applying myſelf 
allo to logick, began to argue apace : I was fo much in 
jove with diſpute, that I topped patlengers, known or un- 
known, and propoſed arguments to them; and ſome- 
times mceting with Hibernian geniuſes, who were very 
glad of the occalion, it was a good jeſt to ſee us diſ- 
pute: by our extravagant geſtures, grimace, contorſions, 
dur eyes full of fury, and our mouths full of foam, one 

would 


nevert 
and w 
the m 
owed 
and g 
could 
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who e 


God f 
and by 
they h 
of thei 
and [, 


would have taken us for bedlamites rather than philoſo- 


phers. 
By theſe means, however, I acquired the reputation 


of a great ſcholar in town; a circumſtance that pleaſed 


| my uncle extremely, as he foreſaw that I ſhould not be 


much longer an expence to him.— ““ Harkee, Gil Blas, 
« (faid he to me one day) thou art no longer a child, 
« and it is high time for a briſk lad of ſeventeen like 
« thee, to puſh thy fortune in the world: 1 am deter- 
« min'd to ſend thee to Salamanca, where, with ſuch 
« genius and learning, thou can'ft not fail of obtaining ſome 
good poſt: thou thalt have fome ducats in thy pocket 
4 to bear thy expences on the road; and I will give thee 
„my own mule, which thou may'ſt ſell at Salamanca 
« for ten or twelve piſtoles, and live upon the money 
until thou ſhalt be ſettled to thy ſatisfaction.” 

He could not have propoſed any thing more agree- 
able to me; for I paſſionately longed to lee the world: 
nevertheleſs I had diſcretion enough to conceal my joy; 
and when the time of my departure arrived, affecting 
the moſt lively ſorrow at leaving an uncle, to whom | 
owed ſo many obligations, the honeſt man was melted, 
and gave me more money than he would have done, 
could he have ſeen to the bottom of my heart. —Before 
I ſet out, I went to take leave of my father and mother, 
who enriched me with advice, exhorting me to pray to 
God for my uncle, to live inoffenſively, to eſchew evil, 
and by all means, to refrain from ſtealing. After 
they had held forth a good while, they made me a preſent 
of their bleſſing, which was all I expected from them; 
and I, mounting my mule, bad adieu to Oviedo. 


CHAP. II. Of hi: being grievou/ly alarmed in his way 
to Pennaflar : Of his conduct in that town ; with an ac- 
count of a perſon who ſupp'd with him, 

B EHOLD me then in the open field, clear of Ori- 


edo, on the road to Pennaflor, maſter of my own 


conduct, of a forry mule, and forty good ducats, ex- 


cluſive of ſome roy als which I had ſtolen from my much 
honoured uncle.—The firſt thing I did was to let my 


beaſt go at diſcretion, that is, very gently ; and throwing 
B 2 the 


ik 


_—  — — — — 


— — ——— —Hͤ—êœ — 
pr = S — 
—  —— 


= — > A — nan em — 


— — 
— — — 


— = 
REY DR —— 
— 

» 


4 Tre ADVENTURES cf 
the bridle on her neck, I emptied my purſe into my 
hat, and amuſed myſelf in counting my money: my 


joy was exceflive ; and as | had never ſeen ſo much cath 


before, | handled and gazed at it with inſatiable delight. 


I had reckoned it, perhaps, twenty times over, when | 
all of a ſudden, my mule railing her head and pricking 


up her ears, ſtopped in the middle of the high way. Ima- 
ining (be was trighted at iomething, I looked about to 


tee what was the matter, and perceived upon the ground 


an old hat, turned up, with a roſaty of great beads in it; 
at the ſame time heard a lamentable voice pronounce 


theſe words, © Mr. traveller, for God's ſake, have pity 


on a poor maimed toldier ; drop, if you pleaſe, a tew 
bits into the hat, and you ſhall be rewarded in hea- 


« yen.” — I turned my eyes immediately on the fide * 


from whence the voice iſſued, and ſaw, at the root of a 
buſh, about twenty er thirty paces from me, a kind of 
ſoldier, who, upon two croſs flicks, ſupported the bar- 
rel of a carbine, in my apprehenſion longer than a pike, 
with which he ſeemed to take aim at me: at this appa- 
rition, which made me quake for the church's money, 
I ſtopped ſhort, and pocketing my ducats in a great burry, 
took out ſome rials, approached the hat, that was ex- 
poſed for the reception ot extorted charity, and dropped 


them into it, one aiter another, that the beggar might 
ſee how nobly 1 uſed hyin.—He was fatisfied with my 


bounty, and gave me a benediction tor every kick that! 
beſtowed on the ſides of my mule, in order to get out of 
his reach; but the plaguy beat, regardleſs ot my im- 


patience, moved not a ticp the faſter, having loſt the 
power of galloping, by a long habit oi carrying my uncle 


at her own leiſure. 
| did not look upon this adventure as a very favou- 
rable omen for my journey: | confidered that | might 


meet with fomething ſtill worſe, betore I ſhould arrive at 


Salamenca; and could not help blaming my uncle's 
imprudence, for having neglected to put me under the 
direction of a carrier. U his, to be ture, was what he 
ought to have done; but he imagined, that by giving 
me his mule, my journey would be the leis expenhve ; 
and he had more regard to that contideration, than to 


the dangers | might be expoied to on the road —In order 
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61 L. LX 5 
therefore to repair his * re AYP I determined (as 
Gon as I ſhould arrive at Pennaflor) to fell the mule, and 
take the opportunity of a carrier for Aſtorga, from 
whence I could tranſport myſelf to Salamanca by the, 
ſame convenience; for although l had never been out 
of Oviedo, | was not ignorant of the names of the towns 
through which I muit pals, having inſot med taytelt os 
theie things betore | let out. | 

I arrived in fafety at Pennaflor, and, halted at the 
gate of an inn that made a tolerable appearance. I no 
tooner alighted than the landlord came out, and received 
me with great civility ; he untied my Portminteau with 
his own hands, and, throwing it on his ſhoulder, con- 
ducted me into a room, white one of his ſervants led my 
male into the ſtable.— his inn-keeper, the greatett 
talker of the Aturics, and as ready to relate his own at- 
fairs, without being athed, as to pry into thoſe of ano- 
ther, told me that bis name was Andrew Corcueio xz that 
he had {crved many years ia the king's army, in quality 
of a ferjeant ; and had quitted the ſervice atteen months 
ago, to marry a damic! of Caſtropol, who, (tho' the was 
a little {yarthy) knew very well how to turn the penny. 
He ſaid a thouſand other things, which I could have 
diſpenſed with the hearing of; but atter having made 
me his coniidant, he thought he had a right to exact the 
tame condeicenion trom me; and accordingly aſked 
whence I came, whither 1 was going, and what I was. 
—1 was obliged to anſwer, article by article, becauſe he 
accompanied every queſtion with a profound bow, and 
begged me to excuſe his curiofity with tuch a reſpectlul air, 
that I could not refule to ſatisfy him in every particular. 
This engaged me in 2 long converſation with him, and 
give me occaſion to mention my deſign, and the teaſons 
| had tor diſpoſing of my mule, that I might take the 
opportunity of a carrier. —He approved of my intention, 
tho” not in a very ſuccinct manner; for he repreſented 
all the troubleſome accidents that might befal me on the 
road, he recounted many diſmal ſtorie of travellers, and 
I was afraid he would ncver have done: he concluded 
at length, however, telling me, that if I had a mind to 
fell my mule, he was acquainted with a very honeſt jocky 
who would buy ber. 1 affured him he would oblige me 
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in ſending for him; upon which he went in queſt of 


him immediately with great eagerneſs.— It was not lon 


before he returned with his man, whom he introduced to 


me as a perſon of exceeding honeſty, and we went into 
the yard all together, where my mule was produced, 
and paſs'd and repaſs'd before the jocky, who examin'd 


—_— 


her from head to foot, and did not fail to ſpeak very 


ditadvantageoutly of her. I own there was not much to 
be faid in her praiſe ; but, however, had it been the 
pope's mule, he would have found ſome defects in her, 
He aſſured me, that ſhe had all the faults a mule could 
have; and, to convince me of his veracity, appealed to 


the landlord, who, doubtleſs, had his reaſons for tup- 


porting his friend's aſſertions. —** Well, (faid this dealer, 
„with an air of indifference) how much money do you 
expect tor this wretched animal?“ After the eulogi- 


um he had beſtowed on her, and the atteſtz:ion of ſigni- 


or Corcuelo, whom I believed to be a man of honeſty 
and underſtanding, I would have given my mule for no- 
thing; and theretore told him I would rely on his inte- 
grity; bidding him appraiſe the beaſt in his own conſcience, 
and I would ſtand to the valuation. Upon chis he aſ- 
ſumed the man of honour, and replied, that in engag- 
ing his conſcience I took him on the weak fide : in good 
ſooth, that did not ſeem to be his ftrong fide; tor in- 
ſtead of valuing her at ten or twelve piſtoles, as my un- 
cle had done, he fixed the price at three ducats, which 


accepted with as much joy as it I had made an excellent 


bargain. 3 
Atter having fo advantageouſly diſpofed of my mule, 
the landlord conducted me to a carrier, who was to let 
out next day for Aſtorga. — I his muleteer let me know, 
that he would depart before day break, and promited to 
wake me in time, after we had agreed upon the price, 
as well for the hire of a mule as for my board on the 
road; and when every thing was ſettled between us, I 
returned to the inn with Corcuelo, who, by the way, be- 
gan to recount the carrier's hiſtory ; he told me every 
circumſtance of his character in town, and, in ſhort, 
was going to ſtupify me again with his intolerable loqua- 
city; when, luckily tor me, a man of a pretty good ap- 
pearance prevented my misfortune, by accoſting * 
will 
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with great civility.—l left them together, and went on, 
without ſuſpecting that I had the leaft concern in their 
converſation. 

When | arrived at the inn I called for ſupper, and, it 
being a meagre day, was fain to put up with eggs; which 


while they got ready, I made up to my landlady, whom 


I had not ſeen before: ſhe appeared handſome enough, and 
withal ſo ſprightly and gay, that I ſhould have concluded 
(even if her huſband had not told me ſo] that her houſe was 
pretty well frequented. - When the amlet I had be:poke 
was ready, I fat down to table by myſelf; and had not yet 
ſwallowed the firſt morſel when the landlord came in, 
followed by the man who had ſtopped him in the ſtreet. 
This cavalier, who wore a long fword, and feemed to be 
about thirty years of age, advanced towards me with an 
eager air, ſaying, “ Mr. ſtudent, I am informed that 
you are that fignior Gil Blas of Santillane, who is the 
« link of philolophy, and ornament ot Oviedo! Is it 
« poſſible that you are that mirror of learning, that 
« ſublime genius, whoſe reputation is ſo great in this 
« country '—You know not (continued he, addreſſing 
„ himfeit to the inn-keeper and his wife) You know not 
% what you poſſeſe! You have a treaſure in your houſe ! 
„ Behold, in this young gentleman, the eighth wonder 
„of the world!” Then turning to me, and throwing 
his arms about my neck, . Forgive (cried he) my tran- 
„ ſports! I cannot contain the joy that your preſence 

creates!“ | 
could not anſwer for ſome time, becauſe he locked 
me ſo cloſe in his arms, that 1 was almolt ſuffocated for 
want of breath; and it was not till | had diſengaged my 
head from his embrace, that | replied, * Signior cava- 
* lier, I did not think my name was known at Penna- 
* flor” ——<© How! known! (reſumed he in his for- 
* mer ſtrain) we keep a regiſter of all the celebrated 
names within twenty leagues of us:— You in particu- 
lar are look'd upon as a prodigy ; and I don't at all 
doubt, that Spain will one day be as proud of you, as 
Greece was of her ſeven ſages.“ "Theſe words were 
followed by a freth hug, which | was enforced to endure, 
tho' at the ritk of llrangulation. With. the little expe- 
B 4 rience 
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have known, by his extravagant flattery, that he was one 
of thoſe paraſites which abound in every town, and 
who, when a ſtranger arrives, introduce themſelves 


my youth and vanity made me judge quite otherwiſe: my 
admirer appeared to be to much of a gentleman, that [ 
invited him to take a ſhare of my ſupper, © Ah! with 
„all my ſoul, (cried he) I am too much obliged to my 
kind ſtars for having thrown me in the way of the il- 
luſtrious Gil Blas, not to enjoy my good fortune as 


but | will fit down to bear you company, and cat a 
mouthful, purely out of complaitance ” 
do {:yiag, my panegyritt took his place right over- 


amlet as voracioutly as if he had faſted three whole days: 
by his compl:itant beginning I toreſaw that our dith 
would not laſt long, and therefore ordered a ſecond ; 


juſt as we—or rather he - had made an end of the firſt. 
He proceeded on this with the fame vigour, and found 
means, without loſing one ſtroke of his teeth, to over- 
whelm me with praiſes during the whole repaſt, which 
made me very well pleaſed with my ſweet ſelf.— He drank 
in proportion to his eating ; ſometimes to my health, 
ſometimes to that of my father and mother, whoſe hap- 
pineſs in having ſuch a ſon as me he could not enough 
ad mite. In the mean time he plied me with wine, and 
inſiſted upon my doing him juſtice, while I toaſted health 
for health ; a circumſtance which, together with his in- 
toxicating flattery, put me into ſuch good humour, that 
ſeeing my ſecond amlet half devoured, I aſked the land- 
lord if he had no fiſh in the houſe. Signior Corcuelo, 
who, in all likelihood, had a fellow-feeling with the pa- 
raſite, replied, ** I have a delicate trout ; but thoſe 
who eat it muſt pay for the ſauce :—'tis a bit too 
„ dainty for your palate, I doubt.“ What do you 
call too dainty (ſaid the ſycophant, raifing his voice) 
* you're a wiſeacre indeed! know that there is no- 
thing in this houſe too good for ſignior Gil Blas de 

| | “ Santillane, 


rience I had, I ought not to have been the dupe of his 
profeſſions and hyperbolical compliments: I ought to 


to him, in order to fill their bellies at his expence: but 


long as I can ! | have no great appetite, (purſued he) 
againſt me, and, a ccver being laid for him, attacked the 


which they dreſs'd with ſuch diſpatch, that it was ſerved 
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ee Santillane, who deſerves to be entertained like a 
« prince.” 

1 pleaſed at his laying hold of the landlord's laſt 
words, in which he prevented me, who finding myſelf 
offended, faid, with an air of dildain, ** Produce this 
« trout of yours, gaffer Corcuelo, and give yourſelf no 
« trouble about the conſequence.” — This was what the 
inn keeper wanted: he got it ready, and ſerved it up in 
a trice. At ſight of this new dith, I could perceive the 
parafite's eyes tparkle with joy; and he renewed that 
complailance - I mean for the yh, - which he had al- 
ready tſhewn for the eggs. At laſt, however, he was 
obliged to give out, tor feat of accident, being cramm'd 
to the very throat: having theretore eaten and drank his 
bellyful, he thought proper to conclude the tarce by ri- 


ſing from table, and accoſting me in theſe words,“ Sig- 


„ nior Gil Blas, | am too well ſatistied with your good 
« cheer to leave you, without oftering {ome important 
« advice, which you ſeem to have great occaſion for : 
« hence:orth Leware of ptaiſe, and be upon your guard 
againſt every body you do not know. You may meet 
« with other people inclined to divert themſelves with 
« your credulity, and perhaps to puſh things ſtill far- 
„ther; but don't be duped again, nor believe yourſelf 
*« (tho' they thould ſwear it) the eighth wonder of the 
„ world.” —So ſaying, he laughed in my tace and ſtalked 
away. I was as much affected by this bite az I have ſince 
been by misfortunes of far greater co:mequence.—l could 
not forgive myſelt for having been ſo grolly unpoled up- 
on; or rather, I was ſhock d to find my pride ſo humbled: 
„ How! (laid | to myſelf) has the traitor, then made a 
jeſt of me? His deſign in accciting my landlord in 
« the ſtreet was only to pump him; or perhaps they 
„ underitand one another! Ah, ſimple Gil Blas! Go 
« hang thyſelt tor thame, tor having given ſuch raſcals 
Dan opportunity of turning thee into ridicule ! I tup- 
pode they'll trump up a tae ttory of this affair, which 
++ will reach Oviedo, and doubtleis do thee a great deal 
ot honour ; and make my parents repent their having 
thrown away to much good counſel on an als: inftead 
of exhorting me not to wrong :ny body, they ought to 
4 have cautioned me againſt the knayery of the world !” 

35 | Chap:in'd! 
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Chagrin'd with theſe mortifying reflections, and inflamed 


with reſentment, I locked myſelf in my chamber, and 
went to bed, where however I did not ſleep; for, betore 


I could cloſe my eyes, the carrier came to let me know 


that he was ready to fer out, and only waited for me: [ 
got up inſtantly, and while I put on my cloaths, Corcuelo 
brought me a bill, in which | aſſure you, the trout was 
not forgotten: and I was not only obliged to gratify his 
exorbitance, but had alto the mortitication ro perceive, 
while I counted the money, that the farcaſtic knave re- 
membered my adventure. After having paid ſauce for a 
fupper which I had ſo ill digetted, | went to the muleteer 
with my bags, withing the paraſite, the inn-keeper, and 
his inn at the devil. 


CHAP M 


Of the carrier's temptation on the road, 


and its conſequence. = How Gil Blas, in attempting to ger 


cut of the frying-pan, feil into the fire. 


Was not the only perſon who travelled with the car- 


ler, there being in company two children belongin 


to a gentleman at Pennaflor, a little ſtrolling baliad-finger 
of Mondonedo, and a young tradeſman of Aſtorga, who 


was bringing home a girl whom he had married at Verco. 
We became acquainted with one another preſently, and 
every one, in a very ſhort time, told whence he came, 
and whither he was going — The new-married lady was 
fo ſtupid and tawny, that | had no great pleaſure in look- 
ing at her; but her youth and plumpneſs had a different 
effect upon the carrier, who reſolved to make an attempt 
upon her inclinations: He ſpent the whole day in project- 
ing this noble deſign, the execution of which he deferr'd 
until we ſhould arrive at our laſt ſtage, which happened 
to be at Cacabelos. He accordingly made us alight at 
the firſt inn we came to, a houle ſituated rather in the 
country than ia the town, the landlord of which he 
knew to be a complaiſant and diſcreet perſon. — He took 
care to have us conducted into a remote apartment, 
where he allowed us to ſup in tranquillity ; but when our 
meal] was ended, he entered with a furious look, crying, 
* Blood and oons! I am robbed of one hundred piitoles, 
* which I had in a leathern bag, and I muſt find them 
immediately, 
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immediately, otherwiſe I will apply to the magiſtrate 
of the place, who is no joker in theſe matters, and 
have you all put to the rack, till ſuch time as you 
conſeſs the crime and reſtore the money.” Having 
pronounced theſe dreadful words with a very natural 
air, he went out, leaving us all in the utmoſt con- 


ſternation. | 
As we were ſtrangers to one another, none of us had 


SS. SS. © 
R KX „„ 


the leaſt ſuſpicion of the fineſſe; for my own part I 


ſuſpected that the poor ballad-ſinger had done the deed ; 
and perhaps he had the 1ame opinion of me. Betides, 


we were all raw tools, utterly ignorant of the torma- 
lities uſed in ſuch cules, and believed in good carneſt, 


that the proceſs would be begun by puttiag us all to the 
torture —Giving way there'vic to dur feat, We evacuat— 
ed the room in a great hurry, ſome running into the 
ttreet, others flying into the garden, and every one be- 
taking himfeif to his heels tor latcty. Among the reſt 
the young tradetman of Aﬀterga, as much ſcared as any 
of us at the thoughts of the torture, made his eſcape, 
like another Atneas, v ithout incommoding himſelf with 


his wile.— It was then that the carrier, (as | have ſince 


learned) more incontinent than his mules, and overjoyed 
to ſee his ſtratagem 1ucceed according to his expectation, 
vent to the bride, boaſted of his own ingenuity, and en- 
deavoured to profit by the occaiion : = but this Lucrece 
of the Atturies, to whom the villanous atpect of her 
tempter lent new flrength, made a vigorous teſiſtance, 
and ſcreamed moſt poweriuily. Ihe patrole, which 
happened at that inftant to pals by the houle, that they 
knew delerved their attention, went in and demanded 
the reaſon of thole cries: upon which the landlord, 
who fat ſinging in the kitchen, and pretended to know 
nothing of the matter, was obliged to conduct the officer 
and his guard into the chamber ot the perton who made 
the noite.— | hey arrived very ieafonably, the chaſte 
Alturian being quite exhauited ; and the commander 
(who was none ot the moſt de:icate people in the world) 
perceiving what was the matter, gave the amorous mule- 
teer a wooden ſalutation with the handle of his halbert, 
addreſſing him at the fame time in terms as inconſiſtent 
with modeſty as the action that ſuggeſted them, — I his 

| | Was 
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was not all: he apprehended the criminal, and carried 
him before the judge, together with his accuſer ; who 


notwithſtanding her diſorder, would have gone of herſelf 


to crave juſtice for the outrage that was committed upon 
her. The magiſtrate having heard, and attentively con- 
ſidered the cauſe, found the defendant guilty, cauſed 


him to be ſtripped and ſcourged in his prefence ; and or- 


dered that it the huſband of the plaintiff ſhould not 
appear before next day, ſhe ſhould be eſcorted to A- 
ſtorga by two horſemen, at the charge of the delin- 
Guent. 

As for me, more terrified, perhaps, than the reſt, [ 
got into the country, and croſſing I don't know how 
many fields and heaths, and leaping all the ditches I 
found in my way, I arrived at laſt at the fide of a wood, 
and was juſt going into it, with a view of concealing my- 
ſelf in ſome thicket, when, ail of a ſudden, two men 


on horſeback appeared before me, and called. Who. 
goes there?” As my ſurprize hindered me from mak- 


ing immediate anſwer, they advanced, and each clapping 
a piſtol to my throat, commanded me to tell who | was, 
whence I came, my buſineſs in that foreſt, and, above 
all things, to hide nothing from them. — To theſe inter- 


rogations, the manner of which ſeemed to me equal to. 


the rack with which the carrier had threaten'd us, [ re- 
pied that I was a lad of Oviedo, going to Salamanca; 


recounted: the alarm we had undergone, and conſeſs' d, 


that the ſear of being put to the torture had induced me 


to run away.—T hey burſt out into a laugh at this diſ- 


covery, which manifeſted the ſimplicity of my heart ; 
and one of them ſaid, Take courage, friend; come 


along with us, and fear nothing: we will put thee in. 


« a place of ſafety.” So faying, he made me get up be- 
hind him, and then we retreated into the wood. 
Though I did not know what to make of this ren- 


counter, | did not preſage any thing bad from it; for 


(ſaid I to myſelf) it thele people were thieves, they would 
have robb'd and perhaps murder'd me, at once : they 
muſt certainly be honeft gentlemen, who live hard by, 
and who, ſeeing me in a panic, have pity on my condi- 


tion, and carry me home with them out of charity.—. 
But I did not long remain in ſuſpence; for aſter ſeveral 


windings 
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windings and turnings, which we perſormed in great 


filence, we came to the foot of a hill, where we alighted; 
and one of the horſemen ſaid to me, I his is our dwel- 

ling: place.“ I looked around, but could perceive nei-- 
ther houſe, hut, nor the leaſt appearance of any habita- 

tion: nevertheleſs, theſe two men lifted up a huge 
wooden trap-door, covered with earth and brambles, 

which conceal'd the entrance of a long ſhelving paſſage 
under ground, into which the horſes went of themtelves, 

like beaſts that were ulcd to it ; while the cavaliers, tak- 
ing the ſame path, made me tollow them: then lowering. 
the cover, with cords ſaſtened to the infide for that pur- 
poſe, behold the worthy kinſman ot my uncle Perez, 
caught like a mouſe in a trap. 


CHAP. IV. A deſcription of the ſubterranean Ba. 
bitatian, and of what Gil Blas otjerted therein. 


No diſcovered my ſituation, and any one may eaſily 

believe that this diſcovery effectually diſpelled my 
former fear: a tertor more mighty, and better founded, 
took poſſe ſſion of my ſoul! I laid my account with loſing 
my life as well as my ducats; and looking upon myſelf 
as a victim led to the altar, walked (more dead than 
alive) between my two conductors, who feeling me 
tremble, exhorted me in vain to fear nothing. — When 
we had gone 2bout 200 paces, turning and deſcending 


all the way, we entered into a ſtable, lighted by two 


great iron lamps hanging from the arch above. Here I 


law a plenty of ttraw, and a good many caſks full of 


peoveniler : there was room enough for twenty horſes ; 
but at that time there were only the two that we brought 
along with us, which an old negro, who ſeemed very 
vigorous for his years, was tying to a rack. —We went 
out of the ſtable, and by the diimal glimmer of ſome. 
lamps, that ſeemed to enlighten the place, only to ſhew 


the horrors of it, came to a kitchen, where an old cook- 


maid was buſy in broiling ſteaks, and providing for ſup- 
per.— The kitchen was adorned with all — * uten 
ſils, and hard by there was a larder ſtored with all forts 
of proviſion. — The cook (for I mult draw her picture) 
was a perſon ſomewhat turned of fixty ; in her youth _ 
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hair of her head had been red as a carrot; for time had 
not as yet ſo much bleached it, but that one might ſtill 
perceive ſome ſhades of its primitive colour: ſhe had an 
olive complexion, a chin pointed and prominent, with 
lips fallen in, a huge aquiline noie that hung over her 
mouth, and eyes that flamed in purple. 

« Well, dame Leonarda, (ſaid one of the gentlemen, 
« preſenting me to this fair angel of darknels) here's a 
« young man we have brought for you.” Then turn- 
ing to me, and obſerving me pale and dilmayed, 
„Friend, (ſaid he) baniſh thy fear; we will do thee no 
„% harm— Having occaſion for a ſervant to aſſiſt our 
„ cook-maid, we met with thee, and happy is it tor 
© thee we did: thou ſhalt here ſupply the place of a2 
« young fellow, who let himicli die about fifteen days 
„ago: he was a lad of a very delicate complexion 
* but thou ſeemeſt to be more robuſt, and will not die 
* fo ſoon : indeed thou wilt never ſee the light of the 
«- ſun again; but in lieu of that, thou ſhalt have good 
* cheer, and a rouſing fire. Thou ſhalt pais thy time 
* with Leonarda, who is a very gentle creature, and 
« enjoy all thy little conveniencics. I wii ſhew thee, 
* (added he) that thou hatt not got among beggars.” 
With theſe words he took up a flambeau, and, bidding 
me follow him, carried me into a cellar, where | taw an 
infinite number of bottles and jars well cork'd, which 
(he told me) were filled with excellent wine. He after- 
wards made me paſs through divers apartments, ſome of 
which contained bales of linen, others of filks and ttutts : 
in one [ perceived gold and filver, and a great quantity 
of plate in different cupboards —'I hen I tollowed him 
into a large hall, illuminated by three branches of copper, 
which alto gave light to the rooms that communicated 
with it: here he put freth queſtions to me; aſked my 
name, and reaſon for leaving Oviedo; and when | had 
ſatisfied his curioſity in theſe particulars, © Well, Gil 
Blas, (faid he) fince thy detiga in quitting the place 
of thy nativity was to obtain ſome good poſt, thou 
„ muſt certainly have been born with a cawl upon thy 
© head; becauſe thou haſt fallen into our hands. 
„ have already told thee, thou ſhalt live here in affluence, 
and roll upon gold and filver; nay, more, thou ſhalt. 
* be 
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« he ſafe; for ſuch is the contrivance of this retreat, 
« that the officers of the holy brotherhood may come 
« jnto the wood an hundred times without diſcovering it. 
« The entry is unknown to every living foul, except me 
« and my comrades : perhaps thou wilt wonder how it 
« could be executed without being perceived by the 
« people in the neighbourhood ! know then, my lad, 
„ that this is not a work of our hands, but was made 


many years ago; for after the Moors had got poſſeſ- 


« ſion of Grenada, Arragon, and almoſt the whole of 
Spain, the chriſtians rather than ſubmit to the yoke of 
« inhdels, fled and conceal'd themſelves in this country, 
« in Biſcay, and in the Aſturies, whither the valiant Don 
« Pelagio retired : fugitives, and diſperſed in ſmall num- 
„ bers, they lived in mountains and woods; ſome lurk- 
« ed in caves, and others contrived many ſubterranean 
« abodes, of which number this is one. Having after- 
« wards been fo lucky as to drive their enemies out of 
« Spain, they returned into the towns ; and, fince that 
« time, their retreats have ſerved for aſylums to people 
* of our profeſſion. "Tis true, indeed, the holy bro- 
&« therhood * have diſcovered and deftroyed ſome of 
„them; but there are ſtill plenty remaining; and 
„(thank heaven) I have lived here in ſafety near fifteen 
years: my name is capt. Rolando: I am chief of the 
„ company, and he whom thou ſaweſt with me, is one 
of my gang.” 


CHAP. V. Of the arrival of mire thieves in the 
ſubterranean habitation, and the agreeable converſation 
| that paſſed between them. 


Oe Rolando had ſcarce done ſpeaking, when fix 
new faces appeared in the hall ; theſe were the lieu- 
tenant with five of the company, who returned loaded 
with booty, which conſiſted of two hampers full of ſu- 
gar, cinnamon, pepper, dried hgs, almonds and raiſins : 


* The holy brotherhood in Spain, called la Santa Hermandad, 


was formerly, an aſſociation to ſuppreſs robbers, in times of civil come 


motion; and at this day, is an eſtabliſhment kept up through all the 
Kingdoms and provinces of Spain, for the ſame purpoſe, the 
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the lieutenant addrefling himſelf to the captain, told 
him, that he had taken theſe hampers from a grocer of 
Benavento, whoſe mule he had alſo carried off. When 
he had given an account of his expedition to his ſuperi- 
or, the pillage of the grocer was ordered into the ſtore, 
and it was unanimouſly agreed to make merry. A table 
being covered in the great hall, I was tent back into the 
kitchen, where dame Leonarda inſtructed me in the 
nature of my office; and yielding to neceſſity, (fince 
my cruel fate had fo ordained) | ſuppreſſed my ſorrow, 
and prepared mylelt for the ſervice of thole. worthy = 
gentlemen. _ 

My firſt efſay was on the fide-board, which I adorned 
with filver cups, and many ſtone- bottles of that good 
wine which ſignior Rolando had praited io much. I 
afterwards brought in two ragouts, which were no ſoon- 
er ſerved, than the whole company fat down to eat: 
They began with a good appetite, while. I ttood behind, 
ready to ſupply them with wine; and acquitted myſelf 
ſo handſomely, that I had the honour to be compli- 
mented upon my behaviour. Ihe captain recounted 
my ſtory in a few words, which atforded 2 good deal of 
diverſion, and afterwards obſerved that I did not want 
merit: but | was at that time cured of my vaaity, and 
could hear myſelf praiſed without danger. Not one 
of them was ſilent on the ſubject: they laid, I ſeemed 
born to be their cup-bearer ; that [ was worth an hun- 
dred of my predeceſſor; and although dame Leonarda 
{ſince his death) had been honoured with the office of 

ſenting nectar to thoſe internal gods, they deprived 
her of that glorious employment with which they in- 
veſted me, like a young Ganymede ſucceeding an an- 
cient Hebe. = 

A great diſh of toaſt meat, ſerved up after the ra- 
gouts, finiſhed the repaſt of thoſe gormandizing thieves, 
who, drinking in proportion to their gluttony, ſoon- 
became frolickſome, made a helliſh noiie, and tpoke 
all together: one began a ſtory, another broke a jeſt, 
2 third ſhouted, a fourth ſung ; fo that there was nothin 
but riot and confuſion! At length Rolando, tired of a 
ſcene in which he was ſo little regarded, called (with a 
Voice that filenced the whole company) “ 2 6 
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« J have a propoſal to make: inſtead of ſtunning one 
« another in this manner, by ſpeaking all 8 
« would it not be better to entertain ourſelves like rea- 
% ſonable creatures? There is a thought come into my 
« head: ſince the time of our affociation, we have 
&« never had the curiofity to know what families we 
&© are derived from, and by what train of adventures 
& we have been ſeverally led to embrace this way of 
„ life: as theſe things ſeem worthy to be known, let us, 
& for our diverſion, communicate them to one another.” 
The lieutenant, and the reſt, as it they had ſomething very 
entertaining to relate, embraced, with great demon- 
{trations of joy, the propoſal of their chiet, who began 
his own hiitory in thete words. | | 

„Gentlemen, you muſt know that I am the only 
fon of a rich citizen of Madrid : the day of my birth 
was celebrated in the family, by vaſt rejoicings; my 
father, pretty well ſtricken in years, was raviſhed at 
ſight of an heir, and my mother undertook to ſuckle 
me at her own breaſts: her father, who was full alive, 
was a good old man, who meddled with nothing but. 
his beads, and recounting his own warlike exploits, 
having been many years in the army; fo that becoming 
infentibly the idol of theſe three perſons, | was — 
ſantly dandled in their arms. Leſt ſtudy ſhould fatigue: 
me in my tender years, | was allowed to ſpend them in 


the molt childiſh amuſements; my father obſerving 
that children ought not to apply ſeriouſly to any thing, 


until time ſhould have ripened the underſtanding. In 
expectation of this maturity, | neither learned to read 
nor write, but, nevertheleſs, made good uſe of my 


time: for my father taught me a thouſand different 


games: I became perfectly acquainted with cards, was 
no ſtranger to dice; and my grandfather filled my head 
with romantic fſtoiies of the military expeditions in 


which he had been concerned. He fung the ſame 


catches over and over, and when [ had got ten or twelve 
lines by heart, by dint of hearing them repeated for 
three months together, my memory became a ſubject. 
for admiration to my parents, who ſeemed no leſs ſa- 
tisfhed with my genius. When profiting by the ſiberty 
Lenjoved of ipeaking what came uppermott, I uſed to 

: interrupt 
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interrupt their diſcourſe with my nonſenſical prattle— 
„Ahl what a charming creature it is!“ (would m 

father cry, looking at me with inexpreſlible delight) 
while my mamma overwhelmed me with careſſes, and 
my old grandſire wept with joy. I committed, in their 
preſence, the molt indecent actions with impunity: e- 
very thing was forgiven ; and in ſhort, they adored me. 
In the mean time, having attained my twelfth year, 
without being put to a ſchool, a maſter was at length 
provided: but he received preciſe orders, to inſtruct 
me without uſing any violence, being only permitted to 


threaten me ſometimes, with a view of inſpiring me with 


awe. This permiſſion had not the moſt ſalutary effects 
upon me, Who either laughed at his menaces, or, with 
tears in my eyes, went and complained to my mother 
and grand-papa of his barbarity. It was in vain for the 
poor devil to deny the accuſation ; he was looked upon 
as a tyrant, and my aſſertion always believed, in ſpite 
of his remonſtrance. I happened one day to ſcratch 
myſelf, upon which, ſetting up my pipes, as if he had 
flead me, my mother came running in, and turned my 
maſter out of doors, though he protefted and took hea- 
ven to witneſs, that he had not touched my ſkin. 

In the ſame manner I got rid of all my preceptors, 
until ſuch an one as I wanted preſented himtelt : this 
was a bachelor of Alcala: an excellent tutor for a per- 
| Yon of faſhion's child! he was a lover of play, women 
and wine, conſequently the fitteſt perſon in the world 
for me. The brit thing he ſet about, was to gain my 
affection, in which he tucceeded, and, by theſe means, 
* the love of my parents, who left me entirely to 

is management: indeed they had no cauſe to repent 
of their confidence; for, in a very little time, he made 
me perfect in the knowledge of the world: by dint of 
carrying me along with him, to the places he frequent- 
ed, | imbibed his taſte fo well, that, except in Latin, 


I became an univerſal proficient; and when I found I 


had no further occaſion for his inſtructions, he went to 

offer them elſewhere. 5 
If, during my childhood, I had lived pretty freely, 
it was quite another thing, when I became maſter of 
my own actions: | every moment ridiculed my pon 
who 
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who did nothing but laugh at my fallies, which were 
the more agreeable, the more inſolence they contained. 


Mean while, I commitred all kinds of debauchery, in 
the company of other young men of the ſame diſpoſi- 
tion; and as our parents did not ſupply us with money 
fufficient to ſupport ſuch a delicious life, every one 
pilfered what he could, at his own home; but that be- 
ing alſo inſufficient, we began to rob in the dark ; when, 
untortunately, the corregidor got notice of us, and 
would have cauted us to be apprehended, had we not 


been informed of his treacherous deſign. Upon which 


we conlulted our ſafety in flight, and transferred the 
ſcene of our exploits to the highway. Since which 
time, gentlemen, God has given me grace to grow old 
in my profeſſion, in ſpite of the dangers to which it is 
expoled.” 

Here the captain left off ſpeaking, and the lieutenant, 
taking his turn, began with © Gentlemen, an education 
quite oppoſite to that of ſignior Rolando has, nevertheleſs, 
produced the ſame effect. My father was a butcher of 


_ Toledo, reckoned the greateſt brute in the whole city, 


and my mother's dilpofition not much more gentle. 
While | was a child they whipped me, as if it had been 
through emulation, at the rate of a thouſand tlripes a 
day: the leaſt fault I committed was attended with the 
moſt tevere chaſtiſement; and it was in vain for me to 
alk pardon, with tears in my eyes, and proteſt that I 
was ſorry tor what I had done: tar from being forgiven, 
| was often puniihed without cauſe; while my father 
belaboured me, my mother, (as it he had not exerted 
himſelf) inttead of interceding tor her child, frequently 
came to his afſiclunce. This treatment inſpired me with 
tuch averſion for my paternal habitation, that I ran 
away beſote | had attained my fourteenth year, and, 
taking the road of Arragon, went to Saragoſa, ſubſiſting 
on charity by the way. There I conforted with beg- 
gars, who led a pretty comfortable life; they taught 
me to counterteit blindnels, to appear lame, and afflict 
my limbs with fictitious ulcers, &. In the morning, 
(like players who diſguiſe themſelves in order to appear 
upon the ſtage) we prepared ourſelves for the different 
parts we intended to act, and every one ran to his poſt: 

| In 
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m the evening we met again, and enjoyed ourſelves all 
night, at the expence of thoſe who had compailion on 
us inthe day. Tired, however, of living among thote 
wretches, and ambitious of appearing in a higher 
ſphere, I affociated myſelf with tome knights of the 
poſt, who taught me a great many ſtratagems; but we 
were, in a very ſhort time, obliged to quit Saragoſa, 


having quarrelled with a certain juſtice, whole protecti- 
on we had enjoyed. Every one took his own courle © 


for my own part, I engaged myſelf in a company of 
brave fellows, who put travellers under contribution, 
and liked their manner of living to well, that, hitherto, 
] have never felt the leatt inclination to ſcek another: I 
am therefore, Gentlemen, very much obliged to the 
barbaricy of my patents; for, had they treated me a 
little leſs ſavagely, inftead of being an honourable 
heutenant, I ſhould have been doubtleſs, at this day, a 
miſerable butcher.” 

The next that ſpoke was a young thief, who, ſittin 
between the captain and licutenant, faid, ** Gentle= 
men, the (tories we have heard, are neither fo com- 
plicated, nor ſo curious as mine: I owe my being to a 


ville: three weeks after the had brought me into the 
world, (being ſtill young, handſome and healthy) it 
was propoled to her, to nurſe a man of quality's only 
ſon, _ born in Seville: this propoſal my mother 
ehearfully acct pted, and went to fetch the child, which 
being committed to her care, the no ſooner brought it 
home to her houſe, than perceiving ſome tmall retem- 
blance between us, ſhe was tempted to make me pats 
for the infant of quality, in hopes that the ſhould one 
day be well rewarded by me, for that kind office: my 
father, who was not more ſcrupulous than his neigh- 
bours, approved of the deceit; fo that, after having 
made us exchange our ſwaddling-cloaths, the ton of 
Don Rodrigo de __ was ſent to another nurſe, un- 

der my name, and my mother ſuckled me under his 
Notwithſtanding all the fine things that are ſaid of 
inſtinct and the force ot blood, the little gentleman's 
parents ſwallowed the change with great eaſe: they had 
not the lcatt ſuſpicion of tlie trick that was played upon 
= them ; 


peaſant's wife, who lived in the neighbourhood of Se- 
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them; for, till 1 was ſeven years old, I was ſcarce ever 
out of their arms. [heir intention being to make me 
a complete cavaiier, all ſorts of maiters were provided ; 
but 1 had no great inclination for the exerciles I learned; 
and ſtill lets reliſh ior the ſciences they explained: I lov- 
ed much better to game with the ſervants, for whoſe 
company, | frequented the kitchen and ſtable: but play 
was not long my predominant paiſion, for betore | was 
ſeventeen vears ot age, I got drunk daily, ſeduced all 
the women in the houſe, but attached myſelt chiefly to 
a cook-maid, who ſeemed to merit my principal regard : 
ſhe was a fat, jolly wench, whole plealantry and fleck- 
nels pleaſed me much; and I made love to her, with fo 
little circumſpection, that Don Rodrigo himſelf per- 
ceived it. He reprimanded me ſharply, reproached me 
with the baſeneſs of my inclinations, aud, leſt the fight 
of this amiable object ſhould render his remonſtrances 
ineffectual, turned my princeſs out of doors. 

| was diſguſted at this piece of conduct, for which I 
reſolved to be revenged: with this view, I ſtole his lady's 
jewels, and running in queſt of my fair Helen, who 
had retired to the houle of a witherwoman of her ac- 
quaintance, | carried her off, at noon-day, to the end 
that nobody might be ignorant of my paſſion. That 
was not all: | conducted her into her own country, 
where I married her in a ſolemn manner, that I might 
not only give Herrera the more vexation, but alſo af- 
ford ſuch a warthy example to the children of noble- 
men. 'I hree months aiter my marriage, I was informed 
of Don Rodrigo's death; a piece of news 1 did not re- 
ceive with inditference ; but repairing inſtantly to Se- 
ville, in order to demand his eſtate, I found things 


ſtrangely altered | my mother, who was dead, had been 


filly enough, on her death bed, to conſeſs the whole 
afrair, in preſence of the curate of the village, and o- 
ther credible wi:nefſcs; in contequence of which, the 
true fon of Don Rodrigo was already in poſſeſſion of 
my place, or rather of his on; and had been received 
with the more joy, on account of their being diſſatisfied 
with me. Whereſore, having nothing to exped from 
that quarter, and no longer terung 4uy inclination for 


my 
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my fat ſpouſe, I joined ſome gentlemen of the road, 
with whom I began my expeditions.” 


The young robber having ended his ſtory, another 


informed us, ** That he was the fon of a merchant at 
Burgos, and prompted by an indiſcreet devotion, had 
taken the habit, and profeffed a very auſtere order, from 
which, in a few years, he apoftatized.” In ſhort, theſe 
eight highwaymen ſpoke in their turns, and when I had 
heard them all, I was not at all ſurprized to find them 
together. The diſcourſe was afterwards changed; they 
brought upon the carpet ſeveral projects for their next 
excurſion; and after having come to a determination, 
ot up from table, in order to go to reſt. Having 


lighted their wax candles, and withdrawn, I followed 
captain Rolando into his chamber, where, while I help- 


ed to undreſs him, Well, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) thou 
« ſeeſt how we live: we are always merry, and hatred 


« and envy never get footing among us: we never have 


cc 


s nited than a convent of monks: thou wilt, my child, 
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the leaſt quarrel with one another, but are more u- 


(purſued he) lead a very agreeable life in this place; 


for I don't believe thee fool enough to boggle at liv- 


ing with robbers ! eh! doit thou think there are any 
honeſter people in the world than we? no, my lad, 
every one loves to prey upon his fellows : it is an uni- 
verſal principle, though variouſly exerted : conquer- 
ors (for example) ſeize upon the territories of their 
neighbours; people of quality borrow without any 
intention of repaying ; bankers, treaſurers, exchange- 
brokers, clerks, and all kinds of merchants, great 
and ſmall, are not a whit more conſcientious. As 
for your limbs of the law, I need not mention them; 
every body knows what they can do: I muſt own, 
however, that they are ſomewhat more humane than 
we; for we often put innocent people to death, and 
they ſometimes fave the lives of the guilty.” 


CHAP, VI. Of the attempt of Gil Blas to male his 


e/cape, and the fucceſs thereof. 


HEN the captain of the thieves had made this 
apology ior his profeſſion, he went to bed, and 
. I returned 
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I returned into the hall, where I uncovered the table, 


and put every thing in order: from thence I went into 


the kitchen, where Domingo (fo was the old negro called) 
expected me to ſupper. Tho' I had no appetite, I fat 
down with them ; but as I could not eat, and appeared 


as melancholy as | had cauſe to be fo, theſe two appa- 


ritions, equally qualified, undertook to give me conſola- 
tion: Why do you afflict yourſelf, child? (ſaid the 
& old lady :) you ought rather to rejoice at your good for- 
« tune. Lou are young, arid ſeem to be of an eaſy tem- 
« per; conſequently would have been, in a little time, 


4 [oftin the world: there you would have fallen into the 


« hands of libertines, who would have engaged you in 
all manner of debauchery : whereas here your inno- 
« cence finds a ſecure haven.” * Dame Leonarda is in 
« the right (faid the old black-a-moor with great gravity) 
e and let me add, the world is full of affliction : thank 
heaven, therefore, my friend, for having delivered 
thee all at once from the dangers, difficulties, and mi- 
te ſety of lite.” | 
I bore their diſcourſe with patience, becauſe to fret 
myſelf would have done me no fervice: at laſt Do- 


40 


mingo, having eaten and drank plentifully, retired into 


the ſtable; while Leonarda, with a lamp in her hand, 
conducted me into a vault, which ſerved as a burying- 
place to the robbers who died a natural death, and 
in which I perceived a miſerable truckle-bed, that look- 
ed more like a tomb than a couch: Here is your 
„ bed-chamber, (ſaid ſhe:) the lad, whole place you 
„have the good fortune to ſupply, ſlept here, as 
« long as he lived among us; and now that he is 
dead, reſts in the ſame place.—He flipped away in the 
„flower of his age: | hope you will not be ſo ſimple as 
to follow his example.” 80 faying, the put the light 
into my hand, and returned into her kitchen; while I, 
letting the lamp upon the ground, threw myſelf upon 
the bed, not ſo much in expectation of enjoying the leaſt 
repoſe, as with a view to indulg2 my melancholy re- 
flection. O heavens ! (cried I) was ever deſtiny fo ter- 
* rible as mine? Jam baniſhed from the fight of the 
fun; and as if it was not enough to be buried alive at 
the age of eighteen, I am moreover condemned to 
*« ſerve 
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<< ſerve thieves, to ſpend the day among highwaymen, 
« and the night among the dead!” [ wept bitterly over 
theſe ſuggeſtions, which ſeem'd to me—and were in 
effect extremely ſhocking. A thouſand times I curſed 
my uncle's deſign of fending me to Salamanca: I re- 
pented of my flying from juſtice at Cacabelos, and 
even wiſhed | had ſubmitted to the torture. But recol- 
lecting that I conſumed myſelf in vain complaints to no 
purpoſe, I began to think of ſome means by Which 
J might eſcape. * What! (ſaid I to myſelf!) is it 
„ then impoilible to deliver myſelf? the thieves are 
« aſleep, the cook-maid and negro will be in the 
* ſame condition prefently: can't I, while they are all 
« quiet, by the help of my lamp, find ont the paſſage 
« through which I deſcended to this infernal abode ? 
4 "Tis true, indeed, I don't think myſelf ſtrong enough 
* to lift the trap-door that covers the entry; but how- 
ever, that I may have nothing to reproach my ſelſ with, 
« will try: my deſpair will, perhaps, ſupply me with 
« ſtrength, and who knows but I may accompliſh it?” 


J imayined Leonarda and Domingo were at reſt; and 
taking the lamp in my hand, went out of the vault, re- 
commending myſelf to ail the ſaints in heaven.— It was 
not without great difficulty that I found again all the 
windings oi this new labyrinth, and arrived at the door 
of the itable ; where, at laſt perceiving the patiage | was 
in ſearch of, I went into it, advancing towards the trap 


dle of the entry, I met with a curſed iron grate, tail 
locked, and conſiſting of ſtrong bars ſo clote to one 
another, that I could ſcarce thruſt my hand between 
them. I was confounded at fight of this new obſtacle, 
which I had not obſerved when I came in, the grate 
being then open: I did not fail, however, to teel the bars 
and examine the lock, which I even attempted to force; 
when, all of a ſudden, I felt a- croſs my ſhoulders five or 
ſix hearty thwacks with a bull's pizzie ! upon which I 
uttered ſuch a dreadtul yell, that the whole cavern echo- 
ed with the found; and looking behind me, perceived 
the old negro in his ſhirt, with a dark lanthorn in one 
hand, and the inſtrument ot his execution in the other. 

5 « Ah 


Having then projeCted this great deſign, got up when | 


with as much nimbleneſs as joy :—but, alas! in the mid- 
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"i Ah ha! Mr. Jackanapes, (Aid he) you want to make 


« your efcape, hah? You mutt not imagine that Ham 
« to be caught napping.—l heard you all the while. — 
« ] ſuppoſe you thought the grate was open, didn't you? 
« Know my boy, that hencetorth thou ſhalt always find 
« jt ſhut; and that when we detain any body here, a- 


4 gainſt his inclination, he muſt be more cunning than 


« thou, if ever he gets off.“ 

In the mean time two or three of the thieves, ſtarting 
out of their ſleep at the noiſe of my cries, and believing 
that the holy brotherhood was coming fouze upon them, 
got up in a hurry, and alarmed their companions. In an 
inſtant all were a-foot, and, ſeizing their (words and 
carabines, advanced half naked to the place where Do- 
mingo chaſtiſed me; but they no fooner underitood the 
caule of the noite they had heard, than their uneaſineſs 
was changed into fits of laughter—** How, Gil Blas, 


« (faid the apoſtate thief to me) thou hait not been 


« here ſix hours, and want'tt to take thy leave of 
« us already! ſure thou mutt have a great averſion to 
« 2 retired lite, hah ! What would'ſt thou do, if thou 
« wert a carthuſian friar? Go to bed; thou art quit for 
&* once, on account of the ftripes Domingo kas be- 
„ ftow'd on thee; but it ever thou ſhouldit make ano- 
« ther effort to eſcape, by St Bartholomew! we will 
« flea thee alive.” Ihis faid, he withdrew ; the other 
thieves retired into their apartments; the old negro, 
proud of his exploit, returned into his ſtable; and L 
ineaked back to my Golgotha, where I ſpent the te- 
maining part of the night in ſighs and tears. 


CHAP. VII. OF the bebawianr of Gi! Plas when 
he could do no getter. | 
Uring the firſt days of my captivity I was like to link 
under the ivrrow that oppreſs d me, and might 
have been laid to die by inches; but at lait my good genius 
inſpited me with the refolution to diiſemble: I aflected 
to appear leſs fad than ufial; and begin to laugh and 
ſing, tho' God knows, with an aching heart. In a word, 
I counterteited to well, that Leonarda and Domingo were 
deceived, and believed that the bird was at laſt reconciled 
to his cage. - The robbers were ot the fame opinion; 
Vor. I. | —— tor 
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for [ afſumed a gay air when I fill'd wine for them, and 
mingled in their converſation, whenever I found an op- 
portunity of acting the buffoon. I his freedom, far from 
diſpleaſing, afforded them diverſion. Gil Blas, (ſaid 


„the captain to me one evening, while I entertain'd ' 


them in this manner) thou halt done well, my lad, to 
_ «+. baniſh thy melancholy: T am charmed with thy wit 
and humour: I find people are not known all at once; 
for | did not think thou hadſt been to ſprightly and 
*« eood-natured.” | 

The reſt joined alſo in my praiſe, and appeared fo 

well ſatisfied with me. that taking the advantage of this 
good diſpoſition, © Gentlemen, (ſaid I) allow me to tel] 
my mind: fince my abode in this place I find myſelf 
quite another fort of a perſon than heretofore. You 
have diveſted me of the prejudices of education, and 
I inſenſibly imbibe your diſpoſition: 1 have a taſte tor 
your profeſſion, and a longing deſire of being honour- 
«« ed with the name of your companion, and of ſharing 
the dangers of your expeditions.” All the company 
approved of my diſcourte, and commended my for- 
wardneſs ; ſo that it was unanimoully reſolved to let me 
ſerve a little longer, in order to approve myſelf worthy, 
then carry me out in their excurſions ; after which! 
ſhould obtain the honourable place I demanded. 

Well, then | was obliged to perſiſt in my diſſimulation, 
and exerciſe the polt of cup-bearer ſtill; a circumſtance 
that mortitied me extremely: for my deſign in aſpiring 
to the honour of becoming a thief, was only to have the 
liberty of taking the air with the reſt, in hopes that one 


day I ſhould be able to eſcape from them, in the courſe 
of their expeditions. This hope alone ſupported my 


life; but nevertheleſs appeared fo diſtant, that | tried 
more than once to baffle the vigilance of Domingo; tho' 
it was never in my power, he being always to much 
upon his guard, that | would have defied an hundred 
Orpheus's to charm ſuch a Cerberus. lis true, indeed, 
] did not do all that I could have done to beguile him, 
leſt I ſhould have waken'd his tuſpicion ; for he had 3 
hawk's eye over me, and I was obliged to act with the 
-utmoſt circumſpection, that I might not betray myſell. 
I therefore teſigned my tclt to my fate, until — 
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ould be expired that was preſcribed by the robbers for 


receiving me into their gang; and this event | expeQted 
as impatiently as if I had been to be inrolled in a liſt of 
commiſſioners. | 

Heaven be praiſed! in fix months that time arrived; 
when ſignior Rolando, addreſſing himlelt to his company. 
faid, * Gentlemen, we muſt keep our words with Gil 
„ Blas: I have no bad opinion of that young fellow, 
« and | hope we ſhall make ſomething of him: it 13 
« therefore my opinion, that we carry him along with 
« us to-morrow to gather Jaurel: on the highway and 
« uſher him into the path of glory.” The robbers agreed 
to their captain's propoſal ; and to ſhew that they already 
looked upon me as one of their companions, from that 
moment diſpenſed with my ſervice, and re-eſtabliſhed 


dame Leonarda in the office the had loſt on my account. 


They made me throw away my habit, that conſiſted o. 
a ſorry threadbare ſhort caſſock, and dreis'd me in the 
ſpoils of a gentleman whom they had lately robb'd; after 
which I prepared tor my lirtt campaign. 


CHAP. VIII. Gil Blas accompanies the thieves, aud 


performs an exploit on the highway. 


*. was in the month of September, when, towards 
the clote of the night, I came out of the cavern in 
company with the robbers, armed like them, with a ca- 
rabine, two piitols, ſword and bayonet, and mounted 
on a pretty good horſe, which they had taken from the 
lame gentieman whole dreſs I wore. I had lived fo long 
in darkneſs, that when day broke, I was dazzled with 
the light, which however ſoon became tamiliar to my 
eyes. | 
Having paſſed hard by Ponferrada, we lay in ambuſh 
in a ſmall wood which bordered on the road to Leon. 
There we waited, expecting that fortune would throw 
ſome good luck in our way, when we perceived a Do- 
minican (contrary to the cuftom of theſe good fathers) 
riding upon a forry mule: God be praiſed, (cried the 
captain laughing) there's the coup d' effai of Gil Blas: 
"| —let him go and unload that monk, while we obſerve 
his behaviour.” — All the reſt were of opinion that this 
C3 was 
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was a very proper commiſſion for me, and exhorted me 
to acquit myſelf handfomely in it. 
J) you ſhall be ſatisfied: Iwill make that piieit as bare | 


++ Gentlemen, (ſaid 


« as my hand, and bring hither his mulc in a twinkling,” 


« No, no, (replied Rolando) ſhe is not worth the tiou- 


„ble: bring us only the purſe of his reverence ; that 
&« is all we expect of thee.” For this purpole ] ſallied 
from the wood, and made towards the clergyman, beg- 
ging heaven, all the way, to pardon the action I was 
about to commit. I would gladly have made my eſcape 
that moment; but the greateſt part of the thieves were 
better mounted than I, and, had they perceived me run- 


ning away, would have been at my heels in an inſtant, 


and entrapped me again in a very thort time, or perhaps 
diicharged their carabines at me; in which cafe 1 ſhould 
have had nothing to brag of. —Not daring therefore to 
hazard ſuch a delicate itep, I came up with the prieit, 


and clapping a piſtol to his breaſt, demanded his purſe. 


He flopped ſhort to ſurvey me, and without ſeeming much 


afraid, Child, (ſaid he) you are very young: — you 


„hae got a bad trade by the hand, betimes.” Bad 
i as it is, father, (I replied) I wiſh I had begun it ſoonet. 
—* Ah! fon, fon, (ſaid the good friar, who did not com- 
„ prehend the true meaning of my words) what blind- 


anne l- allow me to repre{ent to you the miſerable con- 


*« dition”—* O father, (J faid, interrupting him haſtily) 
a truce with your morals, if you pleate : my buſineſs 
on the high way is not to hear ſermons ; | want money.” 
— Money! (cried he, with an air of afloniſhment) you 


are little acquainted with the charity of the Spaniards, | 


it you think people of my cloth have occaſion for 


« money while they travel in this kingdom. Undeceive 


« yourielf ;—we are every where cheartully received, 


have lodging and victuals, and nothing is aſked in re- 


turn but our prayers: in ſhort we never carry money 
about us on the road; but confide alcogether in provi- 
„ dence.” That won't go down wich me: (I replied) 


«© your dependance is not altogether fo viſionary; tor, 


„ you have always ſome gout pittoles in reterve, to 
„ make more ure of providence. But my good fa- 
« ther, (added |) let us ha done: my comrades, who 
* are in that woud, begin to be impatient; thereiore 

tanto 


. thr. 
« cer 

At 
look, 
10 lu 
3 


5 


neath 
he dre 
contii 
troub 
his m 
her, ( 


uncle 


lieute 
they: 


ed th 


ed me 


, (ſaid 


is bate 


: that 


ore to 
prieſt, 


purſe. 


much 
— you 
Bad 
oner.“ 
com- 
blind- 
e con- 
aſtily) 
uſineſs 
oney.” 
t) you 
1ards, 
on for 
eceive 
ci ved, 
in re- 
noney 
provi- 
plied) 
5 tor, 
e, to 
d fa- 
, who 
relore 
throw 


WIL VLAL 29 


"+ throw your purſe upon the ground iaſtantly, or I ſhall 
« certainly put you to death.” : 
At theſe words, which | uttered with a menacing 
look, the friar, ſeeming airaid of his life, ſaid, + Fold! 
« | will ſatisfy you then, ſince there is a neceſſity for it: 
] ſee tropes and figures have no effect on people of 


your profetſion.” So ſaying, he pulled from under- 


neath his gown a large purſe of ſhamoy leather, which 
he dropped on the ground. Then | told lum, he might 
continue his journey; a permiſſion he did not give me the 
trouble of repeating ; but clapped his heels to the ſides of 
his mule, which belving the opinion I had concerved of 
her, (for I imagined the was not much better than my 
uncle's) all of a ſudden went off at a pretty round pace. 
As foon as he was at a Citlance I alighted, and taking up 
the purſe which ſcemed heavy, mounted again, and got 
back to the wood in a trice, where the thieves wanted 
with impatience, to congratulate me upon my victory. 
—Scarce would they give me time to difmount, ſo cager 
were they to embrace me,“ Courage, Gil Blas! (ſaid 
„ Rolando) thou haſt done wonders — have had my 
« eyes on thee during thy expedition: ] have obſerved 
« thy countenance all the time, and I propheſy that thou 
« wilt in time became an excellent highwayman.” The 
lieutenant and the reſt approved of the prediction, which 
they aſſured me I ſhould one day certainly fulfil. I thank- 
ed them tor the high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promited to do all that lay in my power to maintain it. 
After they had loaded me with fo much undelerved 
praiſe, they were deſirous of examining the booty I had 
made. Come, (taid they) let us fee what there is in 
« theclergyran's purſe.” It ought to be well turniſh- 
ed continued one among them) tor thoſe good fathers 
donꝭt travel like pilgrims.” Ihe captain untied the purſe, 
and, opening it, pulled out two or three handfuls of 
copper medals, mixed with hits of hallowed wax, and 
lome ſcapularies “. At the fight of ſuch an uncommon 
Prey, all the robbers burſt out into immoderate fits of 
laughter. * Upon my foul, ;cried the lieutenant) we 
are very much obliged to Gil Blas for having, in his 


- . . > ® - - . 
Scapularies arc pieces of conſecrated ſtuif worn by prieſis and. 
Kuns, 
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„ coup d' eſſai, performed a theft ſo ſalutary to the 
« company.” This piece of wit brought on more. 
Thoſe miſcreants, and he in particular who had apoſ- 
tatized, began to be very merry upon the matter: a 
thouſand ſallies eſcaped them, that too well denoted their 
immorality.— I was the only perſon who did not laugh, 
my mirth being check'd by the ralliers, who enjoyed 
themſelves at my expence. Every one having ſhot his 
bolt, the captain ſaid to me, In faith, Gil Blas, I 
« adviſe thee as a friend, to joke no more with monks, 
Who are, generally ſpeaking, too arch and cunning 
„for ſuch as thee,” 


CHAP, IX. Of the ſerious affair that followed this 
1 adventure. 
7 E remained in the wood the greateſt part of the 
day, without perceiving any traveller that could 
make amends for the priett. At laſt we left it, in order 
to return to our cavern, confining our exploits to that 
ludicrous event which ſtill conſticuted the ſubject of our 
diſcourſe, when we diſcovered at a diſtance, a coach 
drawn by four mules, advancing at a briſk trot, and 
eſcorted by three men on horfeback, who ſeemed well 
armed, Upon this Rolando ordered his troop to halt, 
and held a council; the retult of which was, that they 
thould attack the coach. We were immediately ar- 


ranged according to his diſpoſition, and march'd up to 


it in order of battle.— In ſpite of the applaule I had ac- 
quired in the wood, I felt myſelf ſeized with an univerſal 
tremor, and immediately a cold ſweat broke out all 
over my body, which I looked upon as no very favour- 
able omen. To crown my good luck, I was in the front 
of the line, between the captain and lieutenant, who 
had ſtationed me there, that | might accuſtom myſelf to 
ſtand fire all at once. Rolando obterving how much na- 

ture ſuffered within me, looked at me aſkance, ſaying, 
with a fierce countenance, ** Hark'ee, Gil Blas, remem- 


ber to do thy duty; for if thou hang'tt an arſe, Ill 


„blow thy brains out.” I was too well perſuaded that 
he wonid keep his word, to neglect this caution ; 
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which reaſon I thought of nothing now but of recom- 
mending my ſoul to God. 

In the mean time the coach and horſemen approach- 
ed, who knowing what fort of people we were, and 
gueſſing our delign by our appearance, ſtopped within 
muſket thot, and prepared to receive us; While a gen- 
tleman of a good mien, and richly dreſs'd, came out of 
the coach, and mounting a horſe that was led by one of 
his attendants, put himſelf at their head, without any 
other arms than a (word and pair of piſtols — Tho' they 
were but four againſt nine, (the coachman remaining on 
his ſeat) they advanced towards us with a boldneſs that 
redoubled my fear. I did not tail, however, tho' I trem- 
bled in every joint, to make ready to fire ; but, to tell 
the truth, | izut my eyes, and turned away my head, 
when [ diſcharged my carabine; and, conſidering the 
manner in which it went off, my conſcience ought to be 
acquitted on that (core. 

will not pretend to deſcribe the action; for although 
I was preſent I ſaw nothing, and my fear, in confound- 
ing my imagination, concealed from me the horror of 
the ſpectacle that occaſion'd it.— All I know of the 
matter is, that after a great noiſe of firing, I heard my 


companions ſhout, and cry victory ! victory! At that 


acclamation, the terror which had taken poſſeſſion of my 
ſenſes, diilipated, and I ſaw the four horſemen ſtretched 
liteleſs on the field of battle. On our ſide, we had but 
one man killed, and he was no other than the apoſtate, 
who had met with his deferts for his apoſtacy and pro- 


fane jeſts upon the ſcapularies. The heutenant received 


a wound in the arm; but it was a very flight one, the 
thot having only ruffled the ſkin. 

Signior Rolando ran immediately to the door of the 
coach, in which there was a lady of about four or five 
and twenty years of age, who appeared very handſome, 


_ notwithſtanding the melancholy condition in which ſhe 


was; for the had ſwooned during the engagement, and 
was not yet recovered. While he was usted in look- 
ing after her, we took care of the booty, beginnin 

with ſecuring the horſes of the killed, which, trighred 
at the noiſe of the firing, had ran away, after having 
loſt their riders. As for the mules they had not flirr'd, 
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although the coachman (during the action) had quitted 


his place, in order to make his etcape.—We alighted, 
and, unyoking, loaded them with ſome trunks we found 
taſten'd to the coach before and behind. This being 
done, the lady, who had not as yet recovered her ſenſes, 
was (by order of the captain) taken out, and placed on 
Rorſe back before one of the robbers that was beſt mount- 
ed; alter which quitting the high road, the coach, and 


the dead, whom we had itripped, we carried off the lady, 


the mules, and tne hories. 


CHAP.: X. In what manner the rel bers behaved 
to ihe indy. —Of the great dejign which Gil Blas pro- 
jected, and the iſſue thereof. 


T was within an hour of day break when we 
arrived at our habiration; and the firſt thing we 


did, was to lead our beaſts into the ſtable, where we 


were obliged to tie them to the rack, and take care 
of them with our own hands, the old negro havin 
been (three days before) ſeized with a violent fit of the 
ut and rheumatiſm, that kept him a-bed, deprived of 
the uſe of all his limbs : the only member at liberty was 
his tongue, which he employed in tellity ing his impa- 


tience, by the moſt horrible execrations. Leaving this 


miſerable wretch to ſwear and blaſpheme, we went to 
the kitchen, where our whole attention was engrofs'd by 
the lady, and we ſucceeded fo well as to bring her out 
of her fit: but when the had recovered the ute of her 
ſenſes, and faw herſelf in the hands of ſeveral men 
whom ſhe did not know, ſhe perceived her mistfortune, 
and was ſeized with horror! The moſt lively forrow 
and direiul deipair appeared in her eyes, which ſhe 
lifted up to heaven, as if to reproach it with the in— 
diznities that threaten'd her: then giving wav of a ſud- 
den to theic diſmal apprehenſions, ſhe relapſed into a 
ſwoon; her eyelids cloted, and the robbers imagined 
that death would deprive them of their prey. —'l ke cap- 
tain, thinking it more proper to leave her to herſelf than 
to torment ber with their aſſiſtance, ordered her to be 
carried to L.conarda's bed, where the was left alone, at 
the kazard of what might happen. 
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We repaired to the hall, where one of the thieves, 
who had been bred a ſurgeon, drets'd the lieutenant's | 
wound : after which, being defirous of ſeeing what was 
in the trunks, we found ſome of them filled with lace 
and linen, others with cloaths, and the lait we open'd 
contained fome bags full of piſtoles; at ſight of which 
the gentlemen concerned were infinitely rejoiced. This 
examination being made, the cook- maid turniſhed the ſide- 
board, laid the cloth, and ſerved up ſupper.— Our con- 
veriation at firlt turned upon the great victory we had 
obtained ; and Rolando addrefling himſelf to me,“ Con- 
« tels, Gil Blas, (laid he) confets that thou waſt horribly 
« afraid.” | ingenuoutly owned, that what he (aid was 
very true; but that when | thould have made two or 
three campaigns, | would tight like a kmpght-errant : 
wheretpon the whole compun took my part, obſerving. 
chat iny tear was exculable ; and that the action had 

o | wis a young fel- 
low who had never tmeit gunpov der, I had acquitted 
Ni) ell pretty Well. | 

Ihe Citcourte afterwards falling upon the mules and 
hories we had brought into our retreat, it was agreed, 
that on the morrow betore day, we ſhould all fot out toge- 
ther, in order to sell them at Manſilla, which place, in all 
p:obability, the report of our expedition had not yet 
reached, This retolution being taken, we finiſhed our 
meal, and returned into the kitchen to viſit the lady, 
hem we, tound ſtill in the fame ftuation.— Neverthe- 
leis, tho' it was with difficulty we could perceive any 
ugus of lite in her, ſome of the villains did not ſeruple 
to regard her with a profane eye, and even to diſcover a 
brutal defire, which they would have ſatisfied imme- 
diately, had not Rolando prevented it, by repreſenting to 
them, that they ought at leaſt to wait uncil the lady 
ould get the better of that oppreilion of forrow which 
ceprived her of reflection. - Ihe reſpect they had for 
tucir captain reſtrained their incontinence, otherwiſe 
nothing could have iaved the lady, whoſe honour death 
itſelf, perhaps, would not have been able to ſecure. 

We left this unfortunate gentlewoman in the ſame 
condition in which we found her, Rolando contenting 
limkit with laying injunctions on Leonarda to take * 
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of her, while every one retired into his own apartment. 
For my own part, as ſoon as I got to bed, inſtead of re- 
ſigning myſelt to fleep, I did nothing but think of the 
lady's misfortune : I never doubted that ſhe was a perſon 
of quality, and look'd upon her fituation as the more de- 
lorable for that reaſon.— I could not without ſliudder- 
ing. repreſent to myſelf the horrors to which ſhe was de- 
ſtined, and felt myſelf as deeply concerned for her, as if | 
had been attach'd by blood or triendthip. At laſt, after 
having bewailed her hard fate, I began to revolve the 
means of reſcuing her honour from the danger in which 
it was, and of delivering myſelf at the ſame time from 
the ſubterranean abode. —I recollected that the old negro 
was not in a condition to move, and that, ſince his being 
taken ill, the cook-wench kept the key of the grate. — 
This reflection warm'd my imagination, and made me 
conceive a ſcheme, which I digeſted ſo well, that 1 
degan to put it in practice immediately, in the following 

manner. | | | 

Pretending to be racked with the cholic, I began 
with complaints and groans ; then raifing my voice, ut- 
tered dreadful cries, that, waken'd the robbers, and 
brought them inſtantly to my bedſide. When they aſked 
what made me roar ſo hideouſly, I anſwered that I was 
tortured with a horrible cholic ; and the better to per- 
ſuade them of the truth of what I ſaid, grinded my 
teeth, made frightful grimaces and contorſions, and 
_ writhed myſelf in a ſtrange manner: then I became quiet 
all of a ſudden, as if my pains had given me ſome re- 
ſpite. — In a moment after, I began again to bounce upon 
the bed, and twiſt about my limbs: in a word, I play'd 
my partſo well, that the thieves, cunning as they were, 
allowed themſelves to be deceived, and believed, in good 
earneſt, that I was violently griped. In a moment all of 
them were buſied in endeavours to eaſe me: one brought 
a bottle of uſquebaugh, and made me ſwallow one half 
of it: another, in ſpite of my teeth, injected a clyſter of 
oil of ſweet almonds ; a third warmed a napkin, and ap- 
plied it broiling hot to my belly.— I roared for mercy in 
vain : they imputed my cries to the cholic, and con- 
tinued io make me ſuffer real pains, in attempting to 
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free me from imaginary ones. At laſt, being able to 
reſiſt them no longer, | was fain to tell them that the 
gripes had left me, and to conjure them to give me quar- 
ter. Upon which they left o tormenting me with their 
remedies, and I took care tv trouble them no more with 
my complaints, for fear of undergoing their good offices 


4 tecond time. 


This ſcene laſted almoſt three hours; after which the 
robbers, judging that day was not far off, prepared them- 
ſelves to ſet out tor Mlanſilla: I would have got up to 
make them believe I was very defirous of accompanying 
them; but they would not ſuffer me to rite, ſignior Ro- 
lando laying, No, no, Gil Blas, ſtay at home, child; 
„thy cholic may return — Thou ſhalt go with us ano- 
ther time; but thou art in no condition to go abroad 


„ to-day.” I was afraid of inſiſting upon it too much, 


leſt he thould yield to my requeſt; therefore I only ap- 
peared very much mortified, becauſe | could not be of the 
party. This 1 acted fo naturally, that they went out of 
the cavern without the leaſt ſuſpicion of my deſign — 
After their departure, which I had endeavoured to haiten 
by my prayers, I faid to myſelf, * Now, Gil Blas! now 
is the time lor thee to have reſolution : arm thyſelf with 
courage, to finiſh that which thou halt fo happily be- 
« gun. Domingo is not in a condition to oppole thy cu- 
terprize, and | conarda cannot hinder its execution — 


+ Seize this oppor: unity of elcaping, than which, per- 
* haps, thou wilt never find one more |favourable.” 


Theſe ſuggeſtions filled me with contidence; I got up, 
took my iword and piſtols, and went firſt towards the 
kitchen; but beiore | entered, hearing Leonarda ſpeak - 
ing, ſtopped, in order to liſten. She was talking to the un- 
known lady, who, having recovered her ſenſes, and un- 
derſtood the whul: of her mistortune, wept, in the ut- 
molt bitierneſ of deipair —© Weep, my child, (ſaid 
the old beldam to her) ditlolve yourſelf into tears, and 
don't ſpare ſighs; for that will give you eaſe —You 
„have had a dangerous qualm : but now, there is no- 
„thing to fear, ſince you ſhed abundance of tears. — 
** Your grief will abate by little and little, and you will 
+ foon accuſtom yourſelf te live with our * 
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« who are men of honour.—You will be treated like a 
« princeſs, meet with nothing but complaiſance, and 
© freſh proofs of affection every day.— There are a 
great many women who would be glad to be in your 
% place.“ | | 

did not give Leonarda time to proceed, but entering, 
_ clapped a piſtol to her breaſt, and, with a threaten- 
ing look, commanded her to turrender the key of the 
grate. She was confounded at my behaviour, and, 
though almoſt at the end of her career, to much at- 
tached to life, that ſhe durſt not refule my demand. 


Having got the key in my poſſeiſion, J addreifed myſelf 


to the atilicted lady, ſaying. Madam, heaven has ſent 
you a deiiverer ; riie and follow me, and I will con- 
„duct vou whitherſoever you tha!l pieaie to direct.“ 


The lady did rot remain deaf tomy words, which made 


inch an impretiion upon her, that ſummoning up all the 
_ ttrenoth ſhe had jeit, the got up, and throwing kerlelf 
at my leet, con;ured me to preſerve her honour. I raiſed 


and ailured her, that ſhe might reiy upon me ; then tak 


ing forme cords, which I perceived in the kitchen, with 
her aſliſtance, I tied Leonarda to the feet of a large 
table, ſwearing that if the opened her mouth, I would 
ii her on the ſpot. I aiterwards lighted a flambeau, 
and going with the ſtranger, into the room where the 
gold and filver was depoſited, filled my pockets with 
piſtoles and double piſtoles; and to induce the lady to 
foiiow my example, aſſured her, that the only took back 
her own. When we had made a good proviſion of this 
kind, we went towards the ſtable, which I catered alone 
with my piſtols cocked, firmly believing that the old ne- 
gro, in ſpite of his gout and rheumatiſm, would not 
tuffer me to ſaddle and bridle my horſe in quiet; and 
fully reſolved to cure him of all his diſtempers, if he 
ſhould take it in his head to be troubleſome : but, by 
good luck, he was fo overwhelmed with the pains he had 
undergone, and thoſe ke ſlill ſuffered, that I brought my 
horte out of the ſtable, even without his ſeeming to per- 
ceive it; and the lady waiting for me at the door, 
we haſtened through the paſſage that ied out of the 
cavern, :rrived at the grate, which we opencd, and 
3-2aft came ta the trap - door, which we lified up with. 


great 
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great difficulty; or rather the deſire of eſcaping lent us 


new ſtrength, without which we ſhould not have been 
lc to tucceed. 
Day began to appear juſt as we found ourſelves de- 
livered from the jaws of this abyſs: and as we fervently 


deſired to be at a greater diſtance from it, I threw my- 


felt into the ſaddle, the lady mounting behind me; and 


following the firſt path that preſented itlelf, at a round 


gallop, gut out of the foreſt in a ſhort time, and entered a 
plain, divided by ſeveral roads, one of which we took at 
random. I was mortally afraid that it would conduct us 
to Manſilla, where we might mect with Rolando and his 
contederates; but happily my fear was vain. We arrived 
at the town of Aſtorga, at two o'ciock in the afternoon, 
where people gazed at us with extreme attention, as if it 
had been an extraordinary thing to fee a woman on horſe- 
back, ſitting behind a man. Ve alighted at the firſt inn we 
came to, where the firſt thing I did, was to order a par- 
tridge and a young rabbit to the fie; and while this was 
doing, I conducted the lady into a chamber, where we 
began to converie with one another; for we had rode ſo 
fait, that we had no diſcourſe upon the road. She ſhewed 
how tenfible the was of the ſervice I had done to her, 
and obtcrved, that after I had periormed tuch a generous 
action, the could not perſuade herielt that 1 was a com- 
panion of the thieves, from whom I had reſcued her. 
| told her my (tory, in order to confirm the good opinion 
the had conceived of me; and, by that means, engaged 
her to honour me with her confidence, and inform me 
of her misfortunes, which fe recounted, in the manner 
related in the toliowing chapter. 


CHA P. XI. The hifory of Donna Mencia of Mofe 


QuUEYA., 


Was born at Valladolid, and my name is Donna 

Mencia of Motquera. Don Martin, my father, 
atter having ſpent almoſt his u hole patrimony in the ſer- 
vice of his king, was killed in Portugal, at the head of 
his own regiment, and left me ſo moderatcly provided, that 
though I was an only child, I was far from being a good 
match. I did not want admirers however, in ipite 2 
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the lowneſs of my fortune: a good many of the moſt 
conſiderable cavaliers in Spain made their addreſſes 10 


Alvaro de Mello: he was indeed handſomer than any 
of his rivals; but more ſubſtantial qualifications deter- 
mined me in his favour : he was endued with wit, pru- 
in the world. When he gave entertainments, nothing could 
every body admired his vigour and addrets: | preferred 
him therefore to all others, and married him accordingly. 
A few days after our marriage, he happened to meet 
with Don Andrea de Baeſa, who had been one of his 
rivals, in 2 private place, where quarrelling with each 
other, they came to blows, and Don Andrea loſt his 
life in the rencounter. As he was nephew to the cor- 
regidor of Valladolid, a violent man, and mortal enemy 
to the family of Mello, Don Alvaro knew he could not 
leave the city too ſoon: he returned home in a hurry, 
and, while they ſaddled his horſe, told me what had hap- 
_ pened. ——*< My dear Mencia, (faid he) we mutt part! 
you know the corregidor : don't let us then flatter 
« ourſelves, for he will proſecute me with the utmoſt 
« rancour ; and as you are not ignorant of his credit, 
« you know I cannot be ſafe in this kingdom.” He was fo 
much penetrated with his own ſorrow, and with that 
which he ſaw take poſſeſſion of my breaſt, that he could 
ſay no more; and when I had prevailed upon him to 
furniſh himſelf with ſome money and jewels, he claſped 
me 1n his arms, and, during a whole quarter of an hour, 
we did nothing but mingle our ſighs and tears. At laſt, 
being told the horſe was ready, he tore himſelf from 
me, departed, and left me in a condicion not to be 
deſcribed. Happy! had the excels of my affliction, at 


rows would my death have prevented ! Some hours after 
Don Alvaro was gone, the corregidor being informed of 
his flight, ordered him to be purſued, and ſpared no- 
thing to have him in his power : but my huſband always 
baffled his purſuit, and kept himſelf ſecure, in ſuch a 


manner, that the judge found himſelf obliged to limit 
his revenge io he fok 


me; but he who attracted my attention moſt, was Don 


dence, og ax valour, and withal the molt gallant man 


be more elegant; and when he appeared at tournaments, | 


that time, = an end to my liie! what troubles and for- 
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of a man, whoſe blood he wanted to ſhed : his efforts 
were not unſucceſsful, all the effects of Don Alvaro 
being confiſcated. | 

Left in a moſt affliting ſituation, and having ſea 
wherewithal to ſubliit, I began to live a very ſolitary life, 
all my attendants being reduced to one maid: I ſpent 
the day in bemoaning, not an indigence, which I could 
have borne with patience, but the abſence of my dear 
huſband, whoſe condition | was utterly 1gnorant of, 
although he had promiſed, in his laſt melancholy adieu, 
that he would take care to inform me of his lot, into 
whatever part of the world his cruel fate ſhould con- 
duct him. Nevertheleſs, ſeven long years elapſed, 
without my hearing the leatt account of him ; and this 
uncertainty of his deſtiny, piunged me into an abyſs of 
ſorrow! At laſt I wastold, that, in agony for the king 
of Portugal in Fez, he had loſt his lite in battle: a man 
lately returned from Afric confirmed this report, affuring 
me, that he was perfectly well acquainted with Don 
Alvaro de Mello, had ſerved with him in the Portu- 
gueze army, and even ſeen him fall in the action: to 
this he added many other circumſtances, which per- 
ſuaded me, that my huſband was no more. 

At that time, Don Ambroſio Mefia Carillo, mar- 
quis of Guardia, came to Valladolid : he was one of 
thoſe old lords who, by the politeneſs and gallantry of 
their manners, make people forget their age, and con- 
tinue ſtil] agreeable to the ladies: one day hearing, 


dy accident, the ſtory of Don Alvaro; and being de- 


firous of ſceing me, on account of the picture which had 
been drawn of me; for the ſatisfaction of this curioſity, 
he engaged one of my relations, who carried me to her 
houſe. Seeing me there, I had the fortune to pleaſe 
him, in ſpite of the remarkable impreſſion which grief 
had made on my countenance: but why do I fay in 
ſpite of it? perhaps he was touched alone by my ſad and 
languiſhing air, which prepoſſeſſed him in favour of my 
fidelity: his love, in all probabilty, was the effect of my 
melancholy; for he told me more than once, that he 
looked upon me as a miracle of conſtancy; and that 
for this reaſon, he even envied the fate of my huſband, 
how deplorable foever it was in other refpeRts: in : 
| wor 
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word, he was ſtruck at ſight of me, and had no occaſtan 
to ſee me a ſecond time, in order to take the refolution 
of making me his wite. | | 

He choſe the interceſſion of my kinſwoman, towards 
the obtaining of my conſent : the came to my lodgings 
accordingly, and repreſented to me, that my huſband 
having ended his days in the kingdom of Fez, as we had 
been informed, it was not reaſonable that I ſhould bury 
my charms any longer; that I had ſufficiently bewailed 
the fate of a man with whom I had been united 
but a few moments; and that I ought to profit by the- 
occaſion that now pretented itfelt ; by which means, I 

ſhould be the happieit woman in the world. "then the 
_ extolled the great family of the old marquis, his vatt 
eſtate, and unbiemiſhed character: but her eloquence in 
diſplaying the- advantages he poſſeiled was in vain ; it 
was not in her power to perſuade me; not that I doubt- 
ed the death of Don Alvaro, or was reſtrained by the 
fear of ſeeing him again „when ] ſhould leaſt expect him; 
the little inclination, or rather the rcluctance, 1 felt for a 
ſccond marriage, after having tuffered to many mis{or- 
tunes by my firit, was the only obſtacle my relation had 
to remove. She did not neverthelets deipiir; on the con- 
trary, it redoubled her zeal tur Non Ambroſio ; the en- 
gaged my whole family in the intereſts of that lord: my 
relations preſicd me to accept of tuch an adyuntageuus 
match; | was every moment betieged, importuned, tad 
tormented ; and my mitery, which daily increaſed, con- 
tributed not a little to overcome my refiftancy. 

Being unable therefore to hold out any longer, 1 
yielded to their preſſing inſtances, and maria the mar— 
quis of Guardia, who, the day alter our nuptials, car- 
tried me to a very fine caſtle which he had, ſituated near 
Burgos, between Grajal and Roclillas He conceived 
the molt violent paſſion for me, and | ob{erved. in the 
whole of his behaviour, the utmoit detec of pleafing me. 
His only ſtudy was to anticipate my wiſhes: no hulband 
had ever ſuch a tender regard for his wite; and no lover 
ever ſhewed more complaiiance to his miſtreſs. I ſhould 
have been paſſionately fond of Don Ambroſio, notwith- 
ſtanding the ditproportion of our years, had I been ca- 
pable of loving any ane aſter Don Alvaro; but a con- 
ſtant. 
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ſtant heart can never change. The endeavours of my 
ſecond huſband to pleaſe me were rendered ineffectual 
by the remembrance of my firſt; ſo that I could only 
requite his tenderneſs with pure ſentiments of graticude. 

| was in this diſpoſition, when, one day, taking the 
air at a window of my apartment, I perceived, in the 
garden, a kind of peaſant, who earneſtly looked at me: 
thinking he was the gardener's ſervant, I took no notice 
of him ; but next day, being again at the window, 
I faw him in the ſame place, and he teemed to view me 
with uncommon attention; ſtruck with this circum- 
ſtance, | looked at him, in my turn, and after having 
ſome time conſidered him, thought I recalled the fea- 
tures of the unfortunate Don Alvaro! This apparition 
raiſed an inconceivable tumult within me! I ſhrieked 
aloud ; but, luckily, there was nobedy prefent, except 
Inez, who, of all my ſervants, enjoyed the greateſt 
ſhare of my confidence. When Iimparted to her the ſu- 
ſpicion that alarmed me, ſhe laughed at my apprehenſion, 
belicving that my eyes were impoſed upon by ſome flight 
reſemblance.— ** Reco!lect yourſelf, madam, {ſaid ſhe) 
and don't imagine you have ſeen your former huſband : 
„% what likelthood is there, that he ſhould be here in the 
„ dreſs of a peaſant? or, indeed, what probability is 
„there of his being alive? I wiil go down into the gar- 
„ den, {added the) and talk to this countryman, and 
« when | have learned who he is, come back and let 
* you know.” Inez accordingly went into the garden, 
and foon aſter returned to my apartment in great emo- 
tion, faving, © Madam, your ſuſpicion is but too juſt ! 


it is Don Alvaro himicli whom you have feen ! he has 


* diicovered himſelf, and demands a ſectet inter- 
„ view.” - | : | 

As I had, at that very time, an opportunity of receiv- 
ing Don Alvaro, the marquis being at Burgos, ordered 
my maid to bring him into my clolet, by a private ſtair- 
cate. You may well think that J was in a terrible agi- 
tation, and altogether unable to ſupport the preſence of a 
man, who had a right to load me with reproaches. As 
toon as he appeared, | fainted away. Inez and he flew 
to my atiſtance, and when they had brought me out of 
my, Iwoon, Don Alvaro laid, Madam, for heaven's 


« ſake 
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fake compoſe yourſelf; let not my preſence be a pu- 
* niſhment to you; | have no intention to give you the 
« leaſt pain; I come not as a furious huſband, to call 
you to an account of your plighted troth, and upbraid 
% you with the ſecond engagement you have contract- 


„ ed: I know very well, that it was the work of your 


* relations; I am acquainted with all the perſecutions 
% you have ſuffered on that ſcore: Beſides, the report of 
“ my death was ſpread all over Valladolid; and you had 
« the more reaſon to believe it true, as no letter from me 
« aſſured you of the contrary : in ſhort, | know in what 
manner you have lived ſince our cruel ſeparation, and 
that neceſſity rather than love, has thrown you into 
the arms of—” Ah, fir! (cried I, interrupting 
him) why will you excuſe your unhappy wife! ſhe is 


* miſerable ſituation in which I lived, betore | gave my 
* hand to Don Ambroſio ! fatal nuprtials ! I ſhuuld then, 
at leaſt, have had the conſolation, in my miſery, to 


4 ſee you again without a bluſh.” 


« My dear Mencia! (replied Don Alvaro, with a 
* look that teftified how much he was affected by my 


* you with the ſplendid condition in which I find you, 
by all my hopes I thank heaven for it: ſince the me- 
lancholy day of my departure from Valladolid, fate 

has been always adverſe, and my lite bur a chain of 


in my power to let you hear fiom me! Loo contident 
of your love, | inceſſantly repretented to myielf the 
condition to which my fatal tenderneſs had reduced 


tears! you was the greateſt of all my misfortunes, 
and ſometimes, I mult confeſs, I have looked upon 
myſelf as criminal, in having had the good fortune 
to pleaſe you : I have wiſhed that your atfections had 
inclined towards ſome one of my rivals, ſince the 
preference you gave me had colt you ſo dear. Ne- 
vertheleſs, after ſeven years ſuffering, and more in 
« love than ever, I was reſolved to fee you. I could 
not refiſt this defice, which, at the end of a long 
« ſlavery, 
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criminal, ſince you live! why am J not lull in that 


tears) I do not complain; and far trum reproaching 


misfortunes ; and, to crown my miſery, it never was 


you. My imagination painted Donna Mencia in her 
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« flavery, having an opportunity to ſatisfy, I went, in 
« this diſguile, to Valladolid, at the hazard of my lite; 
« there being informed of every thing, I came hither, 
« and found means to introduce myſelf into the family 
« of the gardener, who has hired me to work under 
« him. You fee in what manner I have conducted my- 


« felt to obtain this private interview ; but do not ima- 


« gine that my deſign is to trouble the felicity you enjoy, 
« by remaining in this place. No! | love you more 
« than myſelf; have the utmoſt regard for your re- 
« poſe; and now that I have had the melancholy ſa- 
« tisfaction of converſing with you, will go and finiſh, 
« at a diſtance, that miserable life, which 1 ſacrifice to 
« your quiet“ 

+ No, Don Alvaro! no! (cried I, at theſe words) 
« vill not ſuffer you to leave me a ſecond time! Iwill 


go along with you, and death alone fhall divide us!“ 


« Take my advice, (ſaid he) and live with Don Am- 
« broſio; do not aſſociate yourſelf with my misfortunes, 
« but leave me alone to ſupport the weight of them.” 
He ſaid other things to the ſame purpoſe ; but the more 
he ſeemed willing to ſacrifice himſelf ro my happineſs, 
I felt myſelf the lets diipoſed to conſent to it : and 
when he law me firmly reſolved to follow him, he chang- 
ed his tone all of a ſudden, and aſſuming a more fe- 
rene air, ſaid, Madam, fince you have ſtill ſo much 
* love for Don Alvaro, as to prefer his miſery to the 
«« proſperity you now enjoy, let us go and live at Be- 
* tancos, at the further end of the kingdom of Gal- 
* licia, where I have a ſecure retreat. Although my 
« misfortunes have ruined my eftate, they have not yet 
* deprived me of my friends: I have {till ſome faith- 
ful ones remaining, who have put me in a condition 
to carry you off: by their aſſiſtance, I have provided 
* a coach at Zamora, bought mules and horſes, and 
* am accompanied by three teſolute Gallicians, armed 
„with carabines and piſtols, who now wait for my or- 
“ders at the village of Rodillas. Let us therefore (ad- 


 & ded he) take the advantage of Don Ambroſio's ab- 


* ſence: Iwill order the coach to come to the caſtle- 
** gate, and we will ſet out inſtantly.” I conſented ; 
Don Alvaro flew to Rodillas, and returned in a ſhort 

ume, 
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time, with kis three attendants, to carry me off from 
the midit of my women, who, not knowing what to 
think of this event, ran all away, in the utmoſt con- 


ſternation: Inez alone was privy to it, but refuſed to 


attach her fortune to mine, becauſe the was in love with 
the valet de chambre of Don Ambroſio. 

I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, carrying no- 
thing with me, but my own cloaths, and ſome jewels | 
had before my ſecond marriage ; for I would take no- 
thing that the marquis had given me, on that occaſion. 
We took the road to Gallicia, without knowing it we 
ſhould be fo happy as to reach it, having reaſon to fear 
that Don Ambroſio, at his return, would purſue us 
with a great number of people, and overtake us. Ne- 
verthelets, we continued our journey two days, without 
ſeeing one horſeman behind us; and in hopes that the 
third would pats in the ſame manner, were converting 
with each other in great tranquility; Don Alvaro had 
Juſt recounted the melancholy adventure, which had 
given Tit. to the report of his death, and how, after 
having been a ſlave kve years, he had recovered his 
liberty; when yeſterday, on the road to Leon, we met 
thoſe thieves, with whom you was in company. He is 
the perſon whom they murdered, with all his attendants, 
and for whom theſe my tears are thed. 


CHAP. XII. The di/agreeable manner in which 
Gil Blas and the lady were interrupted. 


Onna Mencia having ended ber relation, ſhed a 


torrent of tears, while I, letting her give iree 


vent to her ſighs, wept alſo; fo natural is it to intereſt 
one's ſelf for the unſortunate, eſpecially for a fine lady 
in diſtreſs. I was going to aſk what ſhe intended to do 
in the preſent conjundture; and perhaps ſhe was about 
to conſult me on the fame ſubject; when our converſa- 
tion was interrupted by a great noite in the inn, which, 


in ſpite of us, attracted our attention. This noile was 


occaſioned by the arrival ot the corregidor followed by 
two alguazils * and a guard, who without any ceremony 


by Algua:iis are atteadaut..i julie, whole office refernblys that of 
our bailitis. 


entered- 
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entered the room where we were. A gentleman who 
accompanied them, approached me firſt, and examining 
my dreſs, had no occalion to heitate long, but cried, 
«+ By St. Jago! this is my individual doublet, as eaſy to 
be known again as my horte: vou may apprehend 
this gallant on my tettimony; he is one of the thieves 
who have -an unknown retreat ſomewhere in this 
country.” | 

At this diſcourſe, by which I underſtood he was the 
gentleman who had been robbed, and whole tpoils [ 
was unluckily in pofletiion of, I was ſurprized, con- 
founded, and diſmayed! The corregidor, whole office 


* — * 
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obliged him to put a bad conſtruction on my diſorder, 


rather than interpret it favourably, concluded that I was 
not accuſed without reaſon, and preſuming that the 
lady might be an accomplice, ordered us to be impri- 
ſoned teparately. This judge, far from being one of 
thoſe who aſſume a ſtern countenance, was all foftneſs 
and imiles; but God knows it he was 2 bit the better 
for that; for I was no ſooner committed, than he came 
into the jail with his two terriers, I mean, the alguazils, 
who (not forgetting their laudable cuſtom) began to tum- 
mage me in a moment. What a glorious windlal was 
this, for thoſe honeſt gentlemen! I do not believe, that 


ever they got ſuch a booty betore: at every handrul of 
_ pittoles they pulled out, I faw their eyes tparkle with 


joy; the corregidor in particular, was tranſported! 
Child, (ſaid he, with a voice full of meckaets) we 
« mutt do our duty, but be not afraid : if thou art in- 
« nocent, thou ſhalt ſuſtain no harm.” In the mean 
time, with all their gentleneſs, they emptied my pockets, 
and even robbed me of that which the thieves hid ret 
pected, I mein my uncle's forty ducat»: their greedy 
and indeſatigable hands ſcarched me from head to toot, 
they turned me about on all hides, and even itrippeld me to 
ſee i J had any money betaeen my ihict and my (kin, 
When they had dextroudy acquitted themicives in this 
manner, 1 waz interroguted by the corregiuor, to whom 
[ iagenuouſly recounted every thing that had happened 
to me. Fle ordered my depoſition to be taken in wri- 
ting, and then went away with bis arcendants and my 
coin, leaving me eaircly naked amen: Arias. 

| Ollie! 
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« Olife! (cried I, when I found myſelf alone in this 
condition) how full of capricious accidents and diſap- 
intments art thou! Since I left Oviedo, I have met 
with nothing but misfortunes! Scarce had I got out of 


one danger, when I fell into another! and when I came 


into this town, I was far from thinking that I fhould fo 
ſoon become acquainted with the corregidor.” While [ 
made theſe vain reflections, I put on again the curſed 
doublet and the reſt of the dreſs which my evil genius 
had lent me; then exhorting myſelf to take courage, 
« Come, Gil Blas, (ſaid I to myſelf) ſhew thy fortitude : 
it would ill become thee to deſpair in an ordinary priſon, 
after having put thy patience to ſuch a ſevere trial in the 
ſubterranean abyſs ! But alas! (added I, in a forrow- 
ful tone) J abuſe myſelf ; how ſhall I eſcape from hence, 
when I am utterly deprived of the means!” In effect, l 
had too good reaſon to ſay ſo; for a priſoner without 
money, is like a bird whoſe wings are clipp'd. 

Inſtead of the partridge and rabbit 1 had beſpoke, 


they brought me a little brown bread and a pitcher ot 


water, and left me to fret at leiſure in a dungeon. where 
I remained fifteen whole days, without ſeeing a human 
creature, except the turnkey, who came every morning 
to renew my proviſion. As often as I ſaw him, I en- 
| deavoured to ſpeak and enter into converſation with him, 
in order to divert me a little: but this venerable perſon 
made no anſwer to what I faid ; I could not extract one 
word from him: nay, for the moſt part, he came in 
and went out, without ſo much as deigning me a look. 
On the fixteenth day, the corregidor coming in, aid, 
Thou may'ſt now give a looſe to joy. I bring thee 
© agreeable tidings. I have ordered the lady who was 
© along with thee, to be conducted to Burgos. 1 ex- 
© amined her before her departure, and her anſwers 
* have exculpated thee. Thou ſhalt be enlarged this 
* very day, provided that the muleteer, with whom 
© (as thou ſay ſt) thou cameſt from Pennaflor to Caca- 
e belos, confirms thy depoſition. He is now in A- 


* ſtorga, and I have ſent for him; and if he agrees 


te with thee, in the adventure of the rack, I will in- 
* ſtantly ſet thee free.” = 


Theſe 
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Theſe words gave me infinite joy! I looked upon my- 
ſelf as already acquitted; I thanked the judge for his 
juſt and expeditious deciſion, and had not quite finiſhed 
my compliment, when the carrier, conducted by two 
ſoldiers, arrived: I remembered his face immediately; 
but he, having without doubt fold my portmanteau, 
and all that was in it, was afraid of being obliged to 


| reſtore the money he had received for it, if he ſhould 


own that he knew me; and therefore affirmed with a- 
ſtoniſhing aſſurance, that far from knowing me, he had 
never ſeen me before! Ah traitor, (cried I) rather 
« confels that thou haſt fold my goods; and bear wit- 
« nels to the truth: look at me again. I am one of 
„ the young people whom you threatened with the 
« torture, at the borough of Cacabelos, and frightened 
« very much.” The carrier anfwered coldly, that I 
talked of an affair of which he was utterly ignorant ; 
and as he maintained to the laſt, that I was unknown 
to him, my enlargement was deferred till another time : 
ſo that | was obliged to arm myſelf with patience a-new, 
and reſolve to regale myſelf ſtill with my bread and water, 
and a fight of the filent turnkey.— The thoughts of 
being unable to free myſelf from the claws of juſtice, 
although I was not guilty of the leaſt crime, threw me 
into deſpair! | wiſhed myſelf again in the cavern, 
* where in the main (ſaid | to myſelf) I was leſs diſ- 
*« agreeably ſituated than in this dungeon: there I eat 
« and drank in plenty, converled with the robbers, and 
lived in the ſweet hope of making my elcape; in- 
ſtead of which, notwithſtanding my innocence, I 
ſhall perhaps think myſeli happily quit, to get out 
of this place, in order to be lent to the galleys. 


6c 


6c 


CHAP. XIII. By what accident Gil Blas vas ſet 
at liberty at laſt ; and whither he directed his courſe. 


HII. E I paſs'd my days in entertaining my- 

telt with theſe reflections, my adventures, ſuch 

as they appeared in my depoſition, ſpread all over the 
town; upon which many people, being curious to fee 
me, came and preſented themtclves, one after another, 
at a {mall chink thro which the light was conveyed into 


9 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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my priſon, and, after having obſerved me for ſome time, 


went away. I was ſurprized at this novelty ; for ſince 
the day of my imprifonment, I had not before ſeen 
a living ſoul at that window, which ſerved to enlighten 
a court where horror reigned in ſilence. Gueſſing from 
this, that I made ſome noiſe in town, I did not know 
whether to interpret it as a good or bad omen. 

One of the firſt that offered themſelves to my view 
was the little ballad-finger of Mondonedo, who, having 
been equally afraid of the torture, had fled as well as |. 
I knew him again immediately, and, as he did not 

retend to have — me, we ſaluted one another; 


and falling into a long converſation, I was obliged to 
repeat my adventures a- new: for his part, he informed 
me of what had happened in the inn at Cacabelos, be- 


tween the carrier and the new- married wife, after we 

had been driven away by a panic: in a word, he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of what I have already re- 
hearted on that ſubject. Afterwards, taking leave of 
me for the preſent, he promiſed, without loſs of time, 
to labour for my deliverance; and every body who 
came (as he did) thro' curioſity, ſeemed affected with 
my misfortune, and even aſſured me, that they would 
Join the little ballad-ſinger, and do all that bay in their 

wer to procure my enlargement. 

They kept their promite effectually, and ſpoke in my 
behalf _ the corregidor, who no longer doubting my 
innocence, eſpecially when the ballad-ſinger had told 
him what he knew of the matter, at the end ot three 
weeks came into the priſon, and ſaid, Gil Blas, I 
«© don't chooſe to protract things: go, thou art free, 
„ and may'it quit the priſon when thou wilt. But tell 
* me, (purſued he) if thou ſhouldit be brought to the 
* wood in which the ſubterranean retreat i;, coul-tit 
thou not find it out?“ “ No, fir, (I replied ;) for as 
went in at night, and came out belote day, ir would 
** be impoſſib'e {or me to fix upon the ſpot.” Upon 
this the judge withdrew, telling me, that he was going 
to order the turnkey to ſet the priſon-doors open tor me. 
— [In effect, the goaler came into my dungeon a moment 
after, with one of his men Carrying a bundle of cloaths; ; 
and ſtripping m2 (with a grave and filent air) of my 
duubict 
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doublet and breeches, which were made of fine cloth, 

and almoſt new, they put on me a ſhabby footman's 

frock, and puſhed me out by the ſhoulders. | 
The joy that priſoners commonly feel in recovering 


their liberty, was moderated by my confuſion in ſeeing 


myſelf ſo poorly equipped; and I was tempted to leave 


the town inſtantly, that I might withdraw myſelt from 


the eyes of the people, whole looks I could ſcarce en- 
dure: but my gratitude got the better of my ſhame: 
I went to thank the ballad-ſinger, to whom I was fo 
much obliged ; and he could not help laughing when 
he ſaw me — What a ſtrange figure you are ! (ſaid 


« he:) Juſtice I ſee has been done you in all her forms.” 


« —+< [do not complain of juſtice, (I replied :) ſhe is 


 *« moſt equitable: I wiſh Gly that all her officers were 


« honeſt men. They ought at leaſt to have ſpared my 
« cloaths, which I think I paid for pretty handſomely.” 
« —[I think fo too {(faid he;) but they will tell you, 
* theſe are formalities which mult be obſerved. What! 
do you think (for example) that your horſe has been 
reſtored to the right owner ? not at all; I affure you 
he is now actually in the ſtable of the town-clerk, 
where he has been depoſited as a proof of the rob- 
bery ; and I don't believe the poor gentleman will 


& 


** ſhift our diſcourſe (continued he :) what is your de- 


gn? what ſcheme do you intend to proſecute at 
_ preſent?” want to go to Burgos (ſaid I,) in or- 
der to find out the lady I delivered, who will give 
me a few piſtoles, with which I will purchaſe a new 
calſock, and repair to Salamanca, where I will en- 
deaxour to make my Latin turn to ſome advantage. 
All Tam concerned at is, that I am at ſome diſtance 
from Burgos, and ſhall want ſubſiſtance on the road.” 
„ Tunderſtand you (he rephied:) here is my purſe ;— 
ens, indeed, a little low; but a ballad-finger, you 
'* know, is not a bilhop.” At the ſame time he ſlipt it 
into mv hand fo chearfully, that I could not for my 
ſoul refuſe the offer, ſuch as it was. I thank'd him as 
much as it he had given me all the gold in Peru, and 
made a thouſand profeſſions of ſervice, which I never 
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had an opportunity to perform. Then, bidding him 


Vol. I. D farewel, 


ever retrieve ſo much as the crupper.—But let us 
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farewel, I left the town, without having viſited thoſe 
other perſons who had contributed to my enlargement; 
contenting myſelf with beſtowing upon them, in my 
own thoughts, a thouſand benedictions. 3 
The little ballad-finger was in the right to ſpeak mo- 


deſtly of his purſe, in which I found very little money: 


but, happily tor me, I had been uſed two months to a 
very frugal diet; and I had ſtill ſome rials left, when I 
arrived at the borough of Ponte de Mula, which is but 
a little way from Burgos. Here I halted to enquire a- 


bout Donna Mencia, and going into an inn, the miſ— 


treſs of which was a little, lean, fierce, inſolent crea- 
ture, I perceived at once, by the diſdainful look ſhe 
darted at me, that my frock was not at all to her lik- 
ing; a diſguſt which I forgave with all my heart.—] 


fat down at table, where I eat ſome bread and cheeſe, 


and ſwallowed a few draughts of execrable wine, which 
they brought for me; and during this repaſt, which 
was very well ſuited to my drefs, I wanted to enter into 


converſation with my landlady.—lI begg'd her to tell 


me if ſhe knew the marquis of Guardia; if his caſtle 
was far from the borough; and, in particular, if ſhe 
had heard what was become of the marchioneſs his 


lady. © You aſk a great many queſtions,” (replied ſhe, 


with a ſcornful look :) ſhe told me however, tho' with 


a very bad grace) that the caftle of Don Ambroſio was | 


but a ſhort league from Ponte de Mula. . 
When I had done eating and drinking, (it being by 


this time pretty late) 1 expreſsd a deſire of going to 


reſt, and bad them ſhew me into a bed chamber. A 
« bed-chamber for you! (faid the landlady, darting at 


me a look full of haughtineſs and contempt) I have 


„no bed-chambers for people who ſup on a mor{el of 


« cheeſe —All my beds are beſpoke :—1 expect gen- 


« tlemen of importance to lodge here to night; 10 
& that all I can do ſor you is to quarter you in the barn ; 


e and it won't (I fuppole) be the tirtt time you have ſicpft 


* upon ſtraw.” She did not know how true ſhe ſpoke ; 
but I made no reply, and very wiſely condeſcended to 
ſneak into the flraw, where in a very ſhort time 1 Qept 
like one who had tuffered much fatigue. 
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CHAP. XIV. Of his reception at Burgos by 


Donna Mencia. 


Did not lie a-bed like a ſluggard next morning, but 

went to reckon with my landlady, who ſeemed lets 
proud and ſnappith than ſhe had been the night before: 
a change that l aſcribed to the preſence of three honeſt 
ſoldiers belonging to the holy brotherhood, who con- 
verſed with her in a very familiar manner. — They had 
lodged all night at the inn, and it was, doubtleſs, for 
thele gentlemen of importance, that all the beds had 
been beſpoke. go | 

Inquiring in the borough the way to the caſtle whi- 
ther I wanted to go, I addreſs'd myſelf by accident to 2 


man of the character of my landlord at Pennaffor : 


not contented with anſwering the queſtion I aſked, he 
let me know that Don Ambroſio was dead three weeks 
ago, and that the marchioneſs his lady had retired into 
a convent at Burgos, which he named.—I repaired 
immediately to that city, initead of following the road 
to the caſtle, as I formerly intended, and flying directly 
to the convent where the was, begg'd the favour of the 
portreſs to tell her that a young man, juſt releaſed from 
the goal of 11 deſired to ſpeak with her. The 
nun went immediately to do what I deſired, and re- 
turning, introduced me into a parlour, where I had not 
been long when I ſaw the widow of Don Ambroſio 8 
pear at the grate in deep mourning. 

Lou are welcome (ſaid the lady to me:) four days 
ago | wrote to a perſon at Aſtorga, detiring him to 
go to you irom me, and tell you that J Rould be 
glad to ſee you, as ſoon as you ſhould be releaſed ; 


and I did not doubt of your being enlarged in a very 


little time, what I ſaid to the corregidor in your be- 


half having been ſuhcient for that purpoſe.—In an- 
ter to this he wrote, that you had recovered your 
* liberty, but nobody knew whither you was gone ; ſo 
* that | was afraid I ſhould never tee you again, and 
: confequently be deprived of the pleaſure of mani- 
. teſting my gratitude. —Don't be aſhamed, (added the, 
obſerving my confuſion on account of appearing be- 
D 2 fore 
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<< fore her in ſuch a miſerable dreſs) let not your pre. 


« ſent condition give you the leaſt uneafinets. After 


46 


the important ſervice you have done me, I ſhould be 


the moſt ungrateful of all women, if 1 neglected to 
«c 


do ſomething for you: 1 intend to extricate you out 


© of the wretched ſituation in which you are: it is m 
« duty, and I am able to perform it. — The conſiderable 


6c 


wealth am now miſtreſs of, impowering me to ac- 


« quit myſelt towards you, without incommoding my- 
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ſelf.” 


« You. know (continued ſhe) my adventures to the | 
day on which we were both impriſoned ; and I will 


tell you what has happened to me ſince.— When the 


corregidor of Aſtorga had ordered me to be con- 


ducted to Burgas, atter having heard from my mouh 
a faithful relation of my ſtory, I repaired to Don 
Ambroſio's caſtle, where my return occaſioned ex- 


treme ſurprize, tho' I was told it was too late; far 


the marquis, thunder-ſtruck at the news of my flight, 
had fallen ill, and the phyſicians deſpaired of his Fife 
This was freſh cauſe for me to complain of the rigour 
of my fate: nevertheleſs, having advertiſed him of 
my arrival, I entered his chamber, and, running to 
his bed-fide, threw myſelf on my knees, my face 


bathed in tears, and my heart oppreſs d with the molt | 
afflicting grief! What brings you hithe *? (faid he, when 


he perceived me) Are you come to contemplate your 
own work? Was it not ſufficient for you to deprive 
me of lite, but you muſt alſo have the ſatisfaction of 


being an eye-witneſs of my death ?”—* No, my lord, 
(I replied) Inez mutt have told you, that I fled with 
my huſband ; and had it not been tor the diſmal ac- | 


cident which has robb'd me of him, you never 


ſhould have ſeen me again! At the fame time I let 


him know, that Don Alvaro had been murdered by 


robbers, who afterwards carried me into their ſub- 


terranean retreat; and, in ſhort, informed him of 


all that had happened —When I had done ſpeaking, | 
Don Ambroſio ttretched out his hand to me, ſaying, 


with the utmoſt tenderneſs, I am ſatisfied - I ceaſe to 


complain: hy ſhould | reproach you! having found 
a huiband whom you dearly loved, you abandoned 
; 66 me | 
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« me to follow his fortune: ought I to blame you for 
« ſych conduct? No, madam, I ſhould have been in 
the wrong to murmur at it, therefore would not ſuf- 
« fer you to be purſued: I revered the ſacred rights of 
« your raviſher, and even your inclination towards him. 
« —[n fine, I do you juſtice ; and, by your return, 
you have retrieved all my tenderneſs! Yes, my dear 
« Mencia, your preſence overwhelms me with joy ! 
« but alas! it will not laſt long. I feel my laſt hour 
approaching! Scarce are you reſtored to my arms, 
„hen | muit bid you an eternal adieu!“ At thele 


affecting words my tears redoubled! I felt and 


« expreſſed an immoderate 2Miction ! I queſtion if the 
% death of Don Alvaro, whom | adored, had coſt me 


' + more ſighs! Don Ambroſio's preſage of his own 


++ death, was but too ti ue: he expired next day; and [ 


remained miſtreſs of a conliderable eſtate which he 


had fettled upon me, at our marriage. I intend to 
make no bad uſe of it. The world ſhall not fee me 
„ (though Jam till young) throw myſelf into the arms 
of a third huſband: for beſides, that I think ſuch 
conduct would be inconſiſtent with the virtue and 
« delicacy of my ſex, I own, [ have no longer any relith 
„for the world; but deſign to end my days in this 
* convent, and become a bene ſactreſs to it.“ 

Such was the diſcourſe of Donna Mencia, who takin 
out a purſe from under her robe, put it in my hand, 
ſaying, * Here are a hundred ducats, which I give 
'* you only to buy cloaths: come and ſee me again, 
0 after you have equipped yourſelf; for I do not in- 
'* bounds.” I gave the lady a thouſand thanks; and 
[wore I would not depart from Burgos, without taking 
leave of her: after this oath, which I had no intention 
to break, I went in queſt of an inn, and going into the 


hclt | perceived, demanded a room, telling the landlord 


(to prevent the bad opinion he might conceive of me, 


from my ſhabby trock) that notwithſtanding my ap- 


pearance, | was in a condition to pay handiomely for 
my lodging. At theſe words, the inn-keeper, whoſe 
name was Majuelo, naturally a great wag, ſurveying 
me from top to bottom, anſwered dryly, with a far- 
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caſtic ſneer, there was no occaſion for ſuch an aſſurance, 
to perſuade him, that I ſhould ſpend like a prince in 
his houſe: for he diicovered ſomething noble in me, 


by my dreſs; and in ſhort, did not doubt that I was a 
I could ea- 


genileman of a very independent fortune. 
uly perceive that the raſcal rallied me, and in order to 
put an end to his witticiſms, ſhewed my purſe. I even 
counted my ducats on a table before him, and obſery- 
ing that my coin altered his opinion very much in my 
favour; defired he wou:d recommend me to a taylor. 
** You had better (laid he) fend for a broker, who will 
bring along with him in all kinds of apparel ready 
made, and fit you in a trice“ 


near a cloſe, deferted my purchaſe till next morning, 
and thought of nothing but making a good ſupper, to 


indemnity me for the forry meals I had made ſince my 


deliverance from the cavern. 


CHA P. XV. Of the manner in which Gil Blas 
dreſſed himſelf. —Of the new preſent he received from 
the lady, and the equipage in which he departed from 
Burgos. | 


J HE brought for my ſupper a huge fricaſſee, 


of ſheep-trotters, which I picked to the bones; 
and having drank in proportion, betook myſelt to reſt. 
As | had the convenience of a good bed, I was in hopes 


of enjoying a ſound ſleep: but for all that, could not 


cloſe my eyes; my thoughts being ingroſſed, in deter- 
mining upon the dreſs I was to chooſe. * What muſt 
+ I do ? (faid I to myſelf) proſecute my firſt deſign, 
* buy a caſſock, and go to Salamanca in queſt of a 
« tutor's place: But why ſhould | take the habit of 2 
« licentiate? Am I ambitious of confecrating myſelf 


to the church? or have I the leaſt biaſs that way; 


„% No. I feel mylclt (on the contrary) quite otherwi.e 
© inclined: I will turn gentleman, and endeavour to 
make my fortune in the world.” 

Having reſolved upon this, I longed for day with 
the utmoit impatience ; and no ſooner perceived the 
elimpſe of light, than I got up, and made ſo much 

nolſe 


I approved of his 
advice, and reſolved to follow it: but the day being 
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noiſe in the inn, that I wakened all thoſe who were 
aſleep. I called the waiters, who were ſtill a bed, and 
who loaded me with curſes by way of anſwer. They 
were obliged to riſe, however, and I gave them no quar- 
ter, until one of them had gone for a broker, who toon 
appeared, followed by two apprentices, carrying each a 
great green bag on his ſhoulders. He ſaluted me with | 
great civility, laying, ** Signior Cavalier, you are very 
« happy in having applied to me, rather than to any 
« Other body: 1 don't choole to diſparage my bre- 
« thren. God forbid that I thould prejudice their repu- 
« tation in the leatt ! but between you and me, there's 
« no con{cience among them. "They are all as aban- 
« doned as ſews. I am the only honeſt broker in town. 
„ ] confine myſelf to a moderate profit; being latished 
„% with a pound in the ſhilling—l mean, a ſhilling in the 
„ pound. Thank heaven! 1 deal upon the ſquare with 
* all mankind.” 
The broker, after this preamble, which I took for 
goſpel, ordered his mien to untie the bundles, and ſhewed 
me ſuits of all colours. Some which were of pjgin cloth 


I rejeted with diſdain, as being too mean; but they 


made me try one which ſeemed to have been made ex- 
actly for my ſhape, and which {truck my fancy, although 


_ ſomewhat worn. It conſiſled of a doublet with flaſhed 


ſleeves, a pair of breeches and a cloak, the whole ot 
blue velvet embroidered with gold. Fixing on this, I 
cheapened it, and the broker perceiving | was bent upon 
it, obſerved that I had an excellent tatte. ** Odds bo- 
„ dikins! (cried he,) one may ſee you know what you 
« are about. I can tell you, that ſuit was made for one 
Hof the greateſt lords in the kingdom, who never had 
„it three times on his back. Examine the velvet, no- 


(thing can be finer; and as for the embroidery, you 


** mutt confeſs the work is exquiſite.” What will you 
ſell it for? (ſaid I;) he anſwered, Sixty ducats: I am 
** a rogue it ] have not retuled the money.” he 
alternative was plain. I offered five and forty, which 
might be about double the value. Mr. What dy'e 
call 'um, (replied the broker with an air of indif- 
* terence) I never exact too much. I am always at a 
* word. Here (continued he, ſhewing me one of 


D 4 | * thoſe 
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_ ++ thofe | had refuſed) buy this. Fil fell it a penny- 


„% worth.” This was only to excite my deſire of pur- 
chafing that which I had cheapened ; and accordingly, 
imagining that he would not abate one farthing of his 
"rice, | counted into his hand the ſixty ducats. When 
U ſaw me part with them fo eaſily, I believe in ſpite of 
his boaſted honeſty, he wiſhed that he had aſked a great 
deal more: pretty well ſatisfied, however, with having 
gained nineteen ſhillings in the the pound, he went away, 
with his apprentices, whom | had not forgotten. 

Having now a very handſome cloak, doublet, and 
breeches, I ſpent the reſt of the morning in providing 
other neceſſaries. I bought a hat, filk ſtockings, ſhoes, 
linen and a ſword : after which, having drefled, what 
infinite pleaſure had I in beholding myſelt to well equip- 
ped ! My eyes (to ule the expreſſion) could not ſuffici- 
ently glut themlelves with my attire! Never peacock 
contemplated his own feathers with more ſatisſaction. 
That very day I made my fecond viſit to Donna Mencia, 
who ili]! received me very kindly, and thanked me again 
for the ſervice | had done her. On that ſcore, many 
compliments paſſed on both ſides: after which, wiſhing 
me all happineſs, ſhe bade me farewel, and retired with- 
out gi1ing me any thing but a ring worth thirty piſtoles, 
which {he defired me to keep in remembrance of her. 

I looked very blank with my ring, having laid my 
account with receiving a much more conſiderable pre- 
ſent, and trudged back to my lodgings in a brown ſtudy, 
little ſatizfied with the lady's generoſity. But juſt as J 
entered the inn, a man who Pad followed me all the 
way, came in likewiſe, and laying aſide the cloak in 
which he was muffled up, diſcovered a great bag under 
bis arm. Art the apparition of this bag, which had all 


tae air of being full of money, I, as well as tome other 


people who were preſent, ſtared with our eyes wide open; 
and | thought I heard the voice of an angel, when the 
man laying the bag upon a table, pronounced, “ Signior 
++ Gil Blas, here is ſomething that my lady marchione's 
has ſent you.” I made many profound bows to the 
bearer whom I overwhelmed with civility: and he was 
no ſooner gone, than I darted upon the bag, like a hawk. 
upon his prey; and carrying it to my chamber, — it, 

Without 
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without loſs of time, and found in it a thouſand ducats. 
1 had juſt made an end of counting them, when my 
landlord, who had heard what the porter laid, came in 


to ſee the contents of the bag. 


Thunderſtruck at the 


ſight of my coin ſpread upon the table. Zounds, (cried | 
« he) what a vaſt ſum of money is here! You mult be 


% a devil among the women, (added he, with a fatirical 
« ſmile) for although you have not been four and twenty 


« hours in Burgos, you have a marchioneſs already under 


« Contribution 


This diſcourſe did not diſguſt me; I was tempted to 
leave Majuclo in his miſtake, which already gave me a 
ſenſible pleaſure : ſo that l do not wonder that young 


fellous love to be thought men of intrigue. 
cence, however, got the better of my vanity: I un- 


My inno- 


deceived my landlord, recounted the ftory of Donna 


Mencia, to which he liltened with great attention. 


1 


then ditcloled the ſtate of my atfairs, and as he 
ſeemed to interelt himſelf in my behalf, begged the 


 atfiitance of his advice. 


Having 


muſed a while, 


« Signior Gil Blas, (faid he) I have a regard for you; 
and fince you have confidence enough in me, to un- 
„ botom vourtelf in this manner, I will without flattery, 


„tell you what | think you are fittett for. 


As you ſeem 


*« dehgned by nature for the court, I advile you to go 
„ thither and attach yourſelf to ſome grandee: but be 
„ ſure either to meddle in his concerns, or enter into 
% his pleaſures; otherwiſe you will loſe your time. I 
„% know the great. They look upon the zeal and at- 
„ tachment of an honeſt man, as nothing at all; and 


“ mind only ſuch as are neccifary to them. 
have another relource : {continued he) you are young 
and handſome; and theſe qualifications alone, with- 


But you 


* out the leaſt glimpſe of underſtanding, are more than 
tufficient to captivate a rich widow, or ſome tine lady 


unhappily married: if love ruins gentlemen of for- 
tune, it often maintains thoſe who have none. 


It is 


my advice therefore, that you go to Madrid ; hut you 


D 5 


mutt by no means appear without attendants: they 
judge there, as in other places, by appearance; and 
you will be conſidered only, in proportion to the 
figute you make. I will recommend a ſervant to you 
; Da kaichful 
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« a faithful domeſtic—a prudent, ſober fellow—in one 


* of mules, one for yourſelf, and another for him, and 
« ſet out as ſoon as poſſible. | 
This advice was too much to my own taſte to be ne- 
lected: I theretore next morning, bought two hand- 
— mules, and hired the — had recommended: 
he was a fellow thirty years old, of a ſimple, religious 
aſpect, born, as he ſaid, in the kingdom of Galicia; 
his name was Ambroſe de Lamela; far from being ſel- 
fiſh like other ſervants, he made no words about his 


what in my goodneſs I ſhould think proper to beſtow. 
manteau to hold my linen and caſh, I cleared with my 


on my way to Madrid. 


much to proſperity. 
E ſiept the firſt night at Duennas, and arriving at 


ot the beſt in town. I left the care of my mules to my 
lacquey, and going up ſtairs into a chamber whither I 
ordered a ſervant of the houſe to bring my portmanteau, 
felt myſelf a little fatigued, and without taking off my 
boots, threw myfelf on the bed, where I fell ailcep in- 
ſenſibly. It being almoſt night when I waked, I called 
for Ambroſe, who was gone out, but returned in a little 
time; when I aſked him where he had been, he replied 

with a pious air, that he was juſt come from church, 
where he had been to retura thanks to heaven, for hav- 


and bad him order a fowl to the fire for my ſupper. 
At that very inſtant, my landiord entered with a taper 
in his hand, lighting in a lady who ſeemed more hand- 
ſome than young, and very richly drefſed : ſhe was 
{quired by an old uſher, and a little blackamoor carried 
her train. I was not a little ſurpriſed when this lady, 
atter having made @ low courteſy, alked if I was not 
— # av * T 


« word, a man of my own making. Purchaſe a couple 


wages; but afſured me, he would be contented with 
Having provided myſelf likewite with boots, and a port- 


landlord, and early next morning, ſet out from Burgos, 
CHAP. XVI. Sberes that ve ought nit t truft tos 


Vailadolid, the day following about four a clock 
in the afternoon, alighted at an inn, which ſeemed one 


ing preſerved him from all evil accidents on the road from 
Burgos even unto Valladolid: I approved of his conduct, 
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Signior Gil Blas of Santillane, to which I had no ſooner 


anlwered in the athrmative, than ſhe quitted her atten- 


dant, and embraced me with a tranſport of joy that re- 


doubled my aſtoniſhment. ** Bleſſed be heaven (cried 


« ſhe) for this meeting! You are the perſon, Signior 
« Cavalier, you are the very perion I was in 
queſt of!“ At this preamble, I thought of the para- 
« ſite at Pennaflor ; and began to look upon the lady 
as a downright bite; when | was induced to think more 
favourable of her, by what followed. 1 am (added 
ſhe) couſin-germain to Donna Mencia of Moſquera, who 


has been fo much obliged to you; and received a letter 
from her this morning, importing that having heard you 


was going to Madrid, I would oblige her very much, by 
treating you handſomely, provided you ſhould paſs this - 
way: [ have been running all over the town theſe two 
hours, inquiring from inn to inn, about al] the ſtrangers 
that arrived; and by the deſcription your landlord gave 
me of you, I imagined you might be the deiiverer of my 
rouſin. Ah! now that I have found you (continued 
ſhe) you ſhall ſee how ſenſible I am of the ſervices you 
have done my family, and in particular, to my dear 
couſin ! You ſhall come to my houte immediately, (it 
you pleaſe) where you will be more convenicntly lodged 
than here.” I would have excuſed mylelt, by reprefent- 
ing to the lady, that I ſhould incommode her family ; 
but there was no reſiſting her importunities: there was 
a coach waiting for us at the door, in which ſhe took 
care to ſee my portmanteau ſecured ; ** becaule (laid the) 
there are a great many rogues in Valladolid :** an ob- 


ſervation J found but too true! In ſhort, 1 went into the 
coach along with her and her ſquire, and ſuffered my- 


lelf to be carried away from the inn, to the mortitica- 
tion of the landlord, who by theſe means found himſelt 
diſappointed of the money which he expected 1 would 
ſpend at his houſe. 3 
Our coach having rolled ſome time, ſtopped at a pretty 
large houle, where we alighted and went up ſtairs into a 
handſome apartment lighted by twenty or thirty wax- 
candles. We paſſed through a good many ſervants, of 
whom the lady aſked if Don Raphael was come yet; and 
was anſwered in the negative; upon which ſing 
| merlell 
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herſelf to me, Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) I have + 
„brother whom I expect this evening from a villa we 
« have two leagues from this: he will be very agreeably 
« ſurprifed to Bd in this houſe, a gentleman to whom 
« our whole family is ſo much indebted.” She had 
ſcarce ſpoke theſe words, when we heard a noiſe below, 
which (we were told) was occaſioned by the arrival of 
Don Raphael; and that cavalier, who was a young man 
of good ſhape and genteel addreſs, appeared ſoon after. 
+ Brother (ſaid the lady to him) I am-extremely glad of 
« your return! you will aſſiſt me in doing honour to 
«« Signior Gil Blas of Santillane ; to whom-we can never 
enough ſhew our gratitude. for what he has done in 


« ed the, giving him a letter) you may read what ſhe 
has wrote on the ſubject.” Don Raphael opening the. 
letter, pronounced theſe words aloud 


My dear Camilla, 

SI nior Gil Blas of Santillane, who preſerved my 
— as well as my lite, has ſet out for court; 
and as he will, doubtleſs, paſs thro' Valladolid, I 
conjure you by the blood, and ſtill more, by the 
triendſhip that unites us, to ſhew him all the reſpect 

in your power, and detain him ſome time in your 
family. I flatter myſelf, that you wiil-give me that 


manner of civility from you and my couſin Don 
Raphael. At Burgos, your affectionate kinſwoman, 


Donna Mencia. 
* How! (cried Don Raphael) is this the gentleman to 
« whom my couſin owes her honour and lite? ah! hea- 
ven be praiſed fer this happy rencounter !” So ſaying, 
he approached, and claſping me in his arms, . What 
* joy do l feel, (ſaid he! in embracing Signior Gil Blas 
* of Santillane ! my couſin the marchionets had no oc- 
caſion to lay fuch injunctions upon us: it would have 
«« been ſufficient to let us know, that you was to paſs 
* through Valladolid; my ſitter and | know very well 


* how to behave gurfelves towards a 6 b 


'* behalf of our kintwoman Donna Mencia : there (ad- 


ſatisfaction, and that my deliverer will receive ail 


* 
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* has performed ſuch an important piece of ſervice to 
„the perſon for whom, of all our family, we have 
the molt tender regard.” [I anſweted, as well as [ 


could, to theſe compliments, which were followed by a 


great many more of the ſame nature, and interſperſed 
with a thouſandl carefſes: aſter which, perceiving that 
my boots were |tijl on, they ordered their ſervants to puil 
them off; and we went into another room, where, the 
cloth being laid, the gentleman, the lady and I fat down 
to ſupper ; during which thev ſaid a- thouſand —— 
things to me: not a word eſcaped me, which they di 
not repeat as an adnrrable ſtroke of wit; and it was ſurpri- 
zing to ſee how attentive they were in preſenting me with 
all the daintieft morſels. Don Raphael drank frequently to 
the health of Donna Mencia, in which I followed his ex- 
ample ; and I imagined that Camilla, who did us juſ- 
tice, ſometimes threw certain very ſignificant looks at 
me. Leven obſerved that the chole proper opportunities 
of ſo doing, as if the hid been afraid that her brother 
would perceive it. This was enough to perſuade me of 
the lady's being ſinitten; and | flattered myſelf with the 
hope of profiting by that diicovery, during my ſhort ſtay 
at Valladolid. This hope induced me to yield, without 
difficulty, to their intreaties, when they requeſted me to 
ſpend a few days with them. They thanked me for my 


complaitance, and the joy which Camilla diſcovered, on 


_ this occaſion, confirmed me in the opinion, that I had 


found the way to her heart. 


Don Raphael ſeeing me determined to ſtay with him 


ſome time, propoſed to carry me to his country houſe, 
of which he gave me a magnificent deſcription ; and 


talked of the pleaſures he would there entertain me with, 


„% Sometimes (ſaid he) we will take the diverſion of 
„hunting, ſometimes that of fiſhing; and if you love 


„Walking, we have delighttul woods and gardens in 


* abundance: beſides, we thall not want good company; 
and, on the whole, I hope you will not grow melan- 
« choly among us.” I accepted his offer; and it was 
determined that we thould go to this charming place the 
very next day. Having projected this agreeable ſcheme, 


wee role trom table; and Don Raphael embracing me, in 


a Lan{por, 


— 
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2 tranſport of joy, ſaid, © Signior Gil Blas, I will leare 


« my ſiſter to entertain you, while I go immediately to 


«. give neceſſary orders, and advertiſe thoſe people whom 
G (wr ſhall be of the party.” So ſaying, he went 
out of the room, and I continued converſing with the 
lady, who did not contradi&, by her diſcourſe, the ſoft 

lances ſhe had thrown at me. She took hold of my 
Band- and looking at my ring, ſaid. you have got a 
«« pretty diamond enough, but it is a very ſmall one. 
«. Are you a connoiſſeur in ſtones ?” When I anſwered 
in the negative. I am ſorry for it, (taid the) for you 


« might have told me what this is worth.” With theſe . 


words, the ſhewed me a Jarge ruby on her finger, and, 
while I examined it, added, An uncle of mine, who 
„% was governor of the Spaniſh colonies in the Fhilippine 
 «« ifles, made me a preſent of this ruby, which the jewel- 
« [ershere in Valladolid value at three hundred pittoles.” 
„I believe it is well worth the money, (ſaid ly tor it is 
extremely beautiful.” * Since you are pleaſed with 
it, (ſhe replied) Iwill make an exchange with you.” 
And immediately ſhe pulled off my ring, and put her 
own on my little finger. Having made this exchange, 
which | looked upon as a genteel way of making a pre- 
| ſent, Camilla ſqueezed my hand, and looked at me in 
the moſt languiſhing manner; then ſtarting up abruptly, 
wiſhed me good night, and withdrew in great contu- 
ſion, as it the had been aſhamed of diſcloſing her ſen- 
timents. | | 
Novice as I was in gallantry, I knew well enough 
how to interpret this precipitate retreat in my favour, 
and concluded that I ſhould paſs my time very agreeably 
at their villa. Full of this flattering idea, and the pro- 
ſperous condition of my affairs, 1 locked myſelf in the 
chamber where I was to lie, after having ordered my 
| ſervant to come and wake me early in the morning; but 
inſtead of going to reſt, | gave a looſe to thoſe agrecable 


refleQions, which my portmanteau that lay oa the 


table, and my ruby, inſpited. Thank heaven! ſaid 1 
to myſelf, if ] have been unfortunate, I am no longer 
fo. On one fide a thouſand ducats; a ring, worth three 
hundred piſtoles, on the other! My finances will not be 
e#3bauſted in a hurry! 1 ſee now that Majuclo 4 not 
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latter me. I ſhall inflame the hearts of a thouſand ladies 


at Madrid, ſince I have made ſuch an eaſy conqueſt of 
Camilla! The favours of that generous lady preſented . 
themſelves to my imagination, with all their charms ; and 

I anticipated the diverſions that Don Raphael prepared 

for me at his houſe in the country. In the midſt of theſe 
pleaſing images, however, ſleep did not fail to ſhed his 
poppies over me; fo that, finding myſelf drouſy, I un- 


dteſſed, and went to bed. 


Next morning, when I awaked, I perceived that it was 
already late, and was a good deal ſurprized, that my 
valet did not appear in conlequence of the order I had 
given him over night. Ambroſe, ſaid I to myſelf, my 


faithful Ambroſe, is either at church, or very lazy to- 
day. But I ſoon loſt that opinion of him, and con- 


ceived one much worſe; for getting up, and miſſing 
my portmanteau, I ſuſpected him ot having ſtolen it in 
the night. For turther information, I opened the cham- 
ber-door, and called the hypocrite ſeveral times; at laſt, 
an old man hearing me, came and ſaid, What would 
«+ you pleaſe to have, Sigmior ? all your people departed 
« trom my houſe long before day.“ How! (cried I) 
„your houſe! am ] not at preſent in the houſe of Don 
* Raphael?” I don't know who that gentleman is, 
* (faid he) but you are in furniſhed lodgings, and I am 


the landlord : laſt night, an hour before your arrival, 


« the lady who ſupped along with you came hither, and 
* hired this apartment for a great lord, who, the ſaid, 
* travelled incognito ; and even paid me betorchand.” 

[ was no longer ia the dark; I gueſſed the characters 
of Camilla and Don Raphael, and concluded that my 
fervant being perfectly well acquainted with my affairs, 
had fold me to theſe ſharpers. Inſtead of aſcribing this 
unlucky adventure to myſelf; and conſidering that it 
would not have happened to me, had I not been fo indiſ- 


creet as to unboſom myſelf unneceffarily to Majuelo, I im- 


puted all to innocent fortune, and curſed my fate a thouſand 
times. The owner of the houſe, to whom J recounted 
the adventure, which perhaps, he knew as well as I did, 
ſeemed affected with my forrow, condoled me, and pro- 
teſted that he was very much mortified to ſind that lach 
2 ſcene had paſſed in his houſe; but I believe, notwith- 


— — * 
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ſtanding all his profeſſions, he was as much concerned 


in the trick as my land lord at Burgos, to whom, how- 
ever, I have always attributed the honour of the inven- 
tion. | 


CHA P. XVII. How Gil Blas beſtmued bimſelf after 


the adventure of the ready-furnijl ed lodging. 


Aving heartily bewailed my misfortune, I con- 
H dered, that inſtead of giving way to ſorrow, I 


ought to animate myſelf againſt nriſchance; and ſum- 


moning all my courage to my afliitance, faid to- myſelf, 
while 4 put on my cloaths, by way of confolation, [ am 
happy in that the rogues have not alſo carried off my 
appare), and fome ducats which | have ſtill in my purſe: 
I gave them credit for this piece of civility, and fold nry 
boots, which they had been generous enough to leave 


likewiſe, to my landlord, for one third of the money 


they had coſt me. Then taking my leave of the ready- 
furniſhed lodging; without having occaſion, thank God! 
for any body to carry my baggage ; the firlt thing I did, 


was to go and fee whether or not my mules were at the 


inn, where I alighted the preceding night; though 1 
was of opinion that Ambroſe had not left them there; 
and | with to God, my opinion of him had been always 
as juſt! for they told me, he had taken care to fetch 
them away that very eveniag: wherefore, laying my ac- 
count with having ſeen the laſt ot them, as well as of my 
portmanteau, I ſtrolled about the ſtreets in a melancholy 
manner, muſing on what ſhould be my next courte. [ 


was tem pted to return to Burgos, and have recourſe o 
Donna Mencia once more ; but when | reflected, that 


in ſo doing I thould abuſe the generoſity of the lady, 
and, at the ſame time, be looked upon as a booby, I re- 
linquiſhed that thought, ſwearing L wonld, lor the fu- 
ture. be upon my guard againſt women; and l believe, 
at that time, I would have miſtruſted the chaſte Su- 
ſanna. I caſt my eyes, from time to time, upon my 
ring, and when I conlidered that it was a preſent from 
Camilla, ſighed with vexation. Alas! thought I, though 
I am no connoiſſeur in rubies, I have too good reaſon 


to. know thoſe: who exchange them; and. I believe it is 
| not. 


C 
1 
\ 
6 
| 


GIL BLAS. 65 
rot neceſſary that I ſhould go to a jeweller, to be per- 
ſuaded that | am a fool. 

| was willing, however, to be informed of the worth 
of my ring, and accordingly ſhewed it to a lapidary, who 
valued it at three ducats. Though I was not ſurprized 
at this eſtimation, I wiſhed the niece of the governor of 
the Philippine iſles at the devil, or rather, only repeated 
the wiſh. As | came out of the jeweller's houſe a young 
fellow, who was pailing, ſtopped to conſider me. Not 
being able to recollect him at firſt, although I had for- 
merly been intimate with him, * How Gil Blas ! (ſaid he) 
« do you pretend ignorance of me, or have two years al- 
« tere& the ſon of barber Nunnez fo much, that you do 
« not know him? don't you remember Fabricius, your 
companion and ſchool- fellow, with whom you have ſo 
« often diſputed, at the houſe of doctor Godinez, upon 


4 predicables and metaphyſical degrees? 


| remembered him beſore he had done ſpeaking, and we 


embraced one another with tranſport. © My dear friend 


(continued he) how glad am I to meet thee! I can't 
s expreſs the joy I feel.— But, (added he, with an air 


of ſurprize) what do I ſee ! egad! thou art dreſſed 


« like a prince! a fine ſword, filk ftockings, doublet and 
« cloak of velvet embroidered with filver ! Odd's nigers ? 
this ſmells ſtrong of intrigues! III hold a wager, that 
« thou ſhareſt the bounty of ſome liberal old lady.” 
% You are miſtaken, (ſaid I) my affairs are not ſo flou- 
„ riſhing as you imagine.” * Pthaw, pſhaw, (replied 
he) you affect to be a cloſe fellow; that fine ruby on 
« your finger, Mr. Gil Blas, whence comes that, I pray 
« you?” „ It comes (ſaid I) from an arrant jade. Fa- 
bricius, my dear Fabricius, far from being in vogue a- 


2 


_ © mong the women at Valladolid, know that lam a 


+ molt ridiculous dupe ” | 
I pronounced theſe luſt words fo ruefully, that Fabri- 
cius was convinced of my having been impoſed upon, 
in ſome ſhape or other; and preſſed me to tell him what 
were my reaſons for complaining of the fair-ſex. I was 
eaſily prevailed upon to ſatisfy his curiofity ; but as my 
flory was pretty long, and, beſides, we had no intention 
of parting in a hurry, we went into a public houſe, thar 
we might converts together more at our caſe ; and there, 
while 
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while we breakfaſted, I recounted to him all that had 
happened to me, ſince my departure from Oviedo. He 
thought my adventures were extremely cdd, and after 
having aſſured me, that he very much ſympathized with 


m 
«6 


( 
66 


e, in my preſent unlucky ſituation, ſaid, We muſt 
conſole ourſelves, my child, as well as we can, for 


all the misfortunes of life. When a man of ſpirit is 
unlucky, he waits with patience for a more favourable 
conjuncture. One ſhould never, as Cicero ſays, let 


bimſelf be ſo much dejected as to forget that he is a 


man. For my own part, I am of that very diſpoſi- 
tion: my misfortunes have not becn able to overwhelm 
me, becauſe I am always above the caprice of fate. 


For inftance, I loved a girl of ſome fathion at O- 


viedo, who had a tendie for me; I aſked her in 


marriage, of her father, and he retuſed me. Another, 


on this occaſion, would have died of grief: but J, 


(admire the force of genius) carried off the dear crea- | 


ture: as ſhe was patlionate, thoughtleſs and vain, 


pleaſure, of conſequence, always determined her ta 
the prejudice of duty. I led her a dance tor fix 


months, through the kingdom of Gallicia, from 


' whence, as I had given her a taſte for traveiling, 


ſhe was defirous of going to Portugal ; but thought 
proper to chuſe a new conductor: here was. another 
ſubject of deſpair ; but for all that, I did not fink un- 
der the weight of it, and wifer than Menelaus, in- 
ſtead of declaring war again the Paris who had ſtolen 
my Helen, I thought mytelf very much obliged to 
him, for having rid my hands of her. Atterwards be- 


ing unwilling to return to the Aſturias, that I might 


avoid all expoſtulation with juſtice, I advanced into 
the kingdom of Leon, ſpending, from town to town, 
the remainder of the money I had carried off with my 
infanta ; for we had quitted Oviedo with the ful! 
hand ; and arrived at Palencia with a folitary ducat, 
out of which | was obliged to buy a pair of ſhoes ; fo 
that the remaining part could not laſt much longer : 
my ſituation became very perplexing, and I was even 
reduced to a very ſtrict regimen : there was no time 
to be loſt, 1 reſolved to go to ſervice, and hired my- 


ſelf to a great woollen-diaper, whoſe fon was an ac- 
| ** cumpliſhed. 
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« compliſhed rake. Here, though I found an aſylum 
« againſt hunger, I was not a little embarraſſed : for the 
father ordered me to be a ſpy upon the fon; and the ſon 
« jintreated me to aſſiſt him in cheating the father. Being 
« obliged to determine, | preferred the intreaty to the 
« the command; and that preference coſt me my place. 
« | afterwards went into the ſervice of an old painter, 
« who would have taught me through triendſhip, the- 
« principles of his art; in the demonſtration of which, 
« however, I was almoſt famiſhed. This gave me a diſ- 
« gult for painting, and a diſreliſh for Palencia, at the 
„flame time; and coming to Valladolid, by the greateſt 
good fortune in the world, I got into the family of 
« one of the directors of the hoſpital, where I now live 
« pertectly happy. Signior Manuel Ordonnez, my ma- 
ſter, is a man of profound piety, who walks with his 
« eyes always fixed on the ground, and a large roſary in 
« his hand. They fay, that from his youth, having 
„nothing in view but the funds of the poor, he attach- 
« ed himſelf to them with indefatigable zeal ; and ac- 
« cordingly his cares have not been il] requited ; every 
« thing proſpers with him. What a bleſſing it is, that 


he has made himfcif rich in managing the affairs of 


« the poor! 

Fabricius having harangued in this manner. I am 
„very glad (faid | to him) to find thee fo well ſatisfied 
* with thy condition: but, between you and me I think 
« you might play a more honourable part in the world.” 


Lou are mittaken Gil Blas, (antwered he) there is no 


ſituation in life more agreeable to one of my humour, 
„than that which I now enjoy: the employment of a 
* lacquey is troubleſome, I own, to a filly fellow; but 
to a lad of ſpirit, it is full of charms. A ſuperior 
genius that goes to ſervice, does not confine! himſelt to 
the menial circumſtances of his duty, like a ſimpleton: 
he goes into a iamily to command rather than obey ; 
he begins by ſtudying his matter, he accommodates 
| himſelf to his foibles, gains his confidence, and then 
* leads him by the note. Tis thus that I have behaved 
towards my director. I ſoon diſcovercd his hypocriſy, 
and perceived that he wanted to pals for a perſon of 
great ſanctity: I pretended to be his dupe ; that coſts 
| | „nothing. 
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nothing. I did more, I imitated him, and acting in 
his pretence, the ſame farce that he plays before 0- 


„ thers, I deceived the deceiver, and am by degrees, 
„ become his factotum. Under his auſpices, I hope 


«6 
«« 


«6 
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one day to be concerned in the affairs of the poor ; in 
which caſe, I may ehance to make fortune too, 


for I find myſelf as well mclined towards them, as 
he can be for his heart.” 


« Theſe are fine hopes, (replied I) my dear Fabricius: 
I congratulate thee upon thy proſpect; and for my 
own part, will have recourie to my former icheme : 
convert my embroidered habit into a caſſock, repair 
to Salamanca, and liſting myſelf under the banners 
of the univerſny, perform the office of a tutor.” + A 
fine proſpect truly! (cried Fabricius) an agreeable 
whim ! what a fool wouldit thou be, to turn pedant 
at thy age! doeſt thou know, wretch ! what thou 
art about to do? Soon as thou ſhalt be employed, the 
whole family will have their eyes on thee, and all 
thy actions will be ſcrupulouſly examined: thou mult 


be- eternally under conttraint, cloath thytelf with hy- 


pocriſy, and appear poſſeſſed of every virtue. ' hou 
wilt not have a moment to beſtow upon thy pleaſures. 
Like a perpetual cenſor of thy pupil, thou mutt patz 
the day in teaching him Latin, and in rebuking him, 
when he ſhall ſay or do any thing amiſs: and after fo 
much labour and conſtraint, what will be the fruit of 
thy cares? If the little gentleman wants capacity, it 
will be faid, thou haſt not given him good education; 


and his parents will turn thee away, without any te- 


compence, perhaps, even without paying thy appoint- 
ments. Don't therefore talk to me of a preceptor s 
poſt, which is like a benefice with cure of touls: but 
commend me to the employment of a lacquey, Which 
is a fimple benefice, encumbered with no charge. 
When a maſter has vices, a ſuperior genius in his ler- 
vice w:ll flatter them, and often turn them to its ad- 
vantage. A tootman lives in a good family, without 
the leaſt diſquict ; for after having eaten and drank his 


2 delly-ſull, he ſleeps like the ſon of a lord, and gives 
«- himſelf no trouble about either baker or butcher. 
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« J ſhould never have done, child, (continued he) 


« was | to recount all the advantages of footmen. Take 


„my advice, Gil Blas, quit, for ever. the deſign of he- 


coming tutor, and follow my example © Yes ; but, 


« Fabricius, (aid 1) one does not always meet with di- 
« reftors; and if | ſhould refolve to turn Jacquey, I 
« ſhould, at leaſt, chuſe to be well ſettled.“ Oh! 
« you are in the right, (faid he) that ſhall be my buſineſs: 
« | will infure thee a good place, if it was for no other 
« reaſon than to inatch a pretty fellow from the univer- 
« fity.” : | 
The approaching miſery with which I was threatened, 
and the air of ſatis faction that appeared in Fabricius, per- 
ſuading me more than his reaſons, I determined to go to 
ſervice : whereupon leaving the public houte, my com- 
panion ſaid, © I will conduct you to the houle of a per- 
« ſon, who is conſulted by almoſt all the footmen 
« out of place: he his ipies, who inform him of 
« what happens in all families; he knows where fer- 
« yants are wanted, and keeps an exact regiſter not only 
„of the vacant places, but even of the good and bad 
qualities of maſters: he is one wo was formerly a 
« friar in lome convent or other; and in ſhort, 'twas he 
« who ſtagemmended me to the place [| nw enjoy.” 
While we converſed about ſuch a ſingular office of in- 
telligence, the ſon of barber Nunnez carried me into a 
blind allev, and we entered a little houſe, where we found 
a man ahout fitty years old, writiag at a table. We fa- 


luted him very retpectfully ; but whether he was natu- 


rally proud, or accuſtomed to fee lacquies and coachmen 
only, he had contracted an habit of receiving people ca- 
valierly, and did not rife from his ſeat, but contented 
himſelf with making a ſlight inclination of the head. 
He looked hard at me, however, and | could eaſily per- 
ceive he was very much ſurprized that a young man, 
dreſſed in embroidered velvet, ſhould want to turn valet; 
he had more reaſon to think I was come to be provided 
with one: but he did not continue long in ſuſpence, with 
regard to my intention ; for Fabricius accofting him at 
once, faid, ** Signior Arias de Londonna, give me 
leave to preſent one of my belt friends to you : he is 
a young man of a good family, whum misfortunes 
| „ have 
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« have reduced to the neceſſity of going to ſervice. 
« Pray inform him of a good place, and depend upon 
his gratitude.” * Gentlemen (anſwered Arias, cold- 
« ]y) this is the manner of you all: before you are fixed, 


« you make the fineſt promites in the world, but once 


„ you are well ſettled, you think no more of them.” 
« How! (replied Fabricius) do you complain of me? 
have not I done honourably by you?“ “ You might 
« have done better ſtill, (ſaid Arias) your place is worth 
« aclerk's employment; and you have paid me, as if I 
| & had introduced you to the houſe of an author.” Here 
| I interpoſed, and told Signior Arias, that, to ſhew him 
I was not ungrateful, my acknowledgement ſhould pre- 
cede his ſervice ; at the ſame time, taking out two du- 
.cats, I put them into his hand ; with a promiſe, that I 
would not ſtop there, provided I ſhould find myſelf in a 
good family. 5 
He ſeemed pleaſed with my behaviour, and ſaid he 
loved to be treated in that manner: There are (con- 


-< tion in order, that you may chuſe one that is to your 
_« liking.” So ſaying, he put on his ſpectacles, opened 
a regiſter, which lay on the table, turnęd over ſome 
leaves, and began to read as follows: A lacque) is 
« wanted for captain Torbellino, a paſſionate, cruel, 
% whimſical man, who grumbles inceffantly, ſwears, 
« beats and, commonly, maims his ſervants.” © Let 
„ us paſs on to another, (cried I, at that picture) that 
captain is not to my taſte.” Arias ſmiled at my viva- 
City, and proceeded in this manner: Donna Manuela 
of Sandoval, a ſuperannuated widow, full of pecviſh- 
« neſs and caprice, has, at preſent, never a footman: 
« ſhe keeps but one for ordinary, and him never a whole 
day. There has been one livery ſuit in the houle 
«* theſe ten years, which ſerves all valets who enter, 
« of what ſize and ſhape ſoever they may be: but it 
may be ſaid they only try it on; for it is ſtill as good as 
„% new, although it has been worn by two thouſand 

* Jacquies. Doctor Alvar Fannez, a phyſician and 
_ « chymitit, wants a ſervant: lis domeſtics are well fed, 
| handſomely entertained, and have, moreover, great 
wages; but he tries experiments upon them, with his 


© tinued he) excellent poſts vacant, which I will men- 


e medicines, 
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« medicines, and there are often vacant places in his 


« houſe.” 


« Oh! I believe it, (cried Fabricius, laughing) upon 
« my conſcience, you ſhew us abundance of tine places.” 
« Have patience, (ſaid Arias de Londonna) we have not 
« yet done; there are ſome that, I am ſure, will pleaſe 
« you.” Then he continued to read in theſe terms. 
« Donna Alfonſa de Solis, an old devotee, who ſpends 
« two thirds of the day at church, and inſiſts upon her 
« footman's being always along with her, has not had a 
« Jacquey theſe three weeks. The licentiate Sedillo, 
« an old canon of the chapter of this city, yelterday, in 
« the evening, turned away his footman.” * Halt 
« there, Signior Arias de Londonna, (cried Fabricius, in 
« this place) we will ſtick to this laſt poſt. The licenti- 
« ate Sedillo is one of my maſter's friends, with whom 
“] am perfectly well acquainted : I know that he has 
« for houſekeeper an old devotee called Dame Jacinta, 
© who dilpoles of every thing in the houſe: it is one of 
« the beſt tamilies in Valladoid, for a ſervant who loves 
« a quiet life and good cheer: beſides, the canon is old 
and infirm, very much ſubject to the gout, and will 
„ foon make his will; fo that there is room to hope 


for a good legacy. What a charming proſpect for a 


« footman ! Gil Blas, (added he, turning towards me) 
let us loſe no time, my lad, but go inſtantly tothe 
houſe of the licentiate, where I wii myſelf pretent 
you, and anſwer for thy character.“ At theſe words, 
for fear of lofing ſuch a fair opportunity, we took our 
leave, in a hurry, of Signior Arias, who atfured me 
for my money, that if I ſhould be baulked of this 
place, I might depend upon his recommending me to 
one as good. | 


The End of the FinsT Boos. 
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CHAP. I. Fabricius conduct; Gil Blas, and introduces 
him to the licentiate Sedilla, The ſituution of this canon. 
A deſcription of his bouſckeeper. 


E were ſo much afraid of coming too late, 

Y that we made but one leap from the alley to the 
houſe of the old licentiate. We knocked at the door, 
which was opened by a girl ten years old, who paſſed 
for the houſekeeper's niece, in ſpite of ſcandal ; and aſk- 


ing if the canon could be ſpoke with, Dame Jacinta ap- 


peared : ſhe was a perſon already arrived at the age of 
diſcretion, but ſtill handſome ; and, in dar Sar hy, | 

mired the freſhneſs of her complexion. She wore along 
gown of coarſe ſtuff, with a 9 — girdle, from 
one fide of which hung a bunch of keys, and from the 
other a roſary of great beads. As ſoon as we perceived 
her, we bowed with profound reſpe&, and the returned 


the ſalute very civilly, but with a modeſt deportment 


and down calt eyes. EO 

„ Having underſtood (ſaid my comrade to her) that 
« Maſter licentiate Sedillo has occaſion for an honeſt 
« valet, | am come to preſent one, with whom, I hope, 
« he will be fatizhed.”” "The houſekeeper, at theſe 
words, lifting her eyes, ſurveyed me with attention, and, 
not being able to reconcile my embroidery with the dil- 
courſe of Fabricius, aſked if it was I who wanted the va- 
cant place. Yes, (faid the fon of Nunnez) it is this 
* young man, who, notwithſtanding his appearance, 
« has met with misfortunes that oblige him to go to 
« ſervice. But he will foon forget his miſhips, (added 


„he, with an infnuating air) it he has the h«ppinels to 


„ come into tkis family, and live with the virtuous Ja- 
„ cinta, Who deſerves to be houlekeeper to the patriarch 


« of the Indies.” At theſe words, this pious gover- 


nante moved her eves from me, to conſider the polite 
perion who ſpoke, and tiruck with his teatures, which 
| wete 


ad- 
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were not altogether unknown to her, I have (ſaid fhe) 


« 2 confuſed notion of having teen you lomewhere ; 
« pray aſſiſt my recollection.. ** Chatte Jacinta, (an- 
« ſwered Fabricius) I am proud of having attracted your 


1 notice: I have been twice in this houle, with my ma- 


« fter Signior Manuel Ordonnez, director of the hoſpi- 
4 tal.” Ha! you're in the right, (replied the houte- 


„ keeper) | remember it very well, and recollect your 


„ face. Ah! fince you belong to Signior Ordonnez, 
you muſt be a lad of worth and honeſty: your place pro- 
« claims your virtue; and this young man could not have 
« better recommendation. Come, (added ſhe) I 
« will bring you to ſpeak with Signior Sedillo, who, I 
„ believe, will be very glad to have a ſervant of your 
« preſenting.” | 2 

We followed her accordingly. The canon lodged 
on the ground-floor, which conſiſted of four rooms well 
wainſcotted ; in one of which, ſhe defired us to wait a 
little, while ſhe went into the next, where the licentiate 
was. After the had ſtaid with him ſome time, in order 


to give him his cue, ſhe came and told us, that we might 


go in. We perceived the old goutitied canon buried as 
It were, in an elbow-chair, with pillows under his head 
and arms, and his legs ſupported on a large down cuſhi- 
on. While we approached him, we did not ſpare 
bows ; and Fabricius being ſtill ſpoke!man, not only re- 
peated what he had faid of me to the houſekeeper, but 
likewiſe extolled my merit, and enlarged, chiefly, on 
the honour which 1 had acquired in the philoſophical 
diſputes, while I was with doctor Godinez ; as if it was 
neceſſary, that a, canon's footman ſhould be a profound 
philolopher. Nevertheleſs, this fine elogium that he 
beſtowed on me, did not fail to caſt a mitt before the 
eyes of the licentiare, who obſerving, beſides, that I waz 
not diſagreeable to Dame Jacinta, taid to my recommen- 
der, Friend, I take into my ſervice the young man 
„whom thou haft brought. I am latisfied, and con- 
ccive a favourable opinion of his morals, ſince he is 
* prelented by a domettic of my gocd friend Signior 
** Ordonnez.” Fe 

As toon as Fabricius ſaw that I was engaged, he made 


a low bow to the canon, another till lower to the go - 
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vernante, and withdrew, very well fatisfied, after havin 

whiſper'd to me that we ſhould fee one another often, and 
that | had nothing to do but to ſtay where ! was — When 
he was gone, the licentiate aſked my name, and reaſons 
for leaving my native country; and by theſe queſtions en- 
gazed me, in preſence of Dame Jacinta, to recount my ſto- 
ry. They were both very much diverted, eſpecially with 
the account of my laſt adventure, Camilla and Don Ra- 
phael tickling them ſo much, that it was like to have coſt 
thevidcanon his life; for while he laughed with all his force, 
he was ſeized with ſuch a violent fit of coughing, that I 
imagined it would have been his lait. As he had not 


yet made his will, you may eaſily gueſs how his houſe- 


keeper was alarmed: trembling and aſtoniſhed ſhe ran 


to the aſſiſtance of the good man, rubb'd his forehead, 


and clapp'd him on the back, as is practiſed with 
children when they have the chin-cough. However, 
this was but a falſe alarm: the old man ceaſed to cough, 
and his governante to torment him; and I would have 
finiſhed my ftory, had not Dame Jacinta, who dreaded 
another fit, oppoled it, and carried me out of the canon's 
chamber into a wardrobe, where, among ſeveral ſuits 
of cloaths, was that of my predeceſſor. This the made me 
put on, and leave my own in its room, which | was not 
torry to preſerve, in hopes that it would ſtill be of ute 
to me. After which we went to prepare dinner. 

I was not a novice in the art of dreſſing victuals, hav- 
ing ſerved a happy apprenticethip under Lame Leonarda, 
who might have pals'd for a good cook: ſhe was not, 
however, comperable to Dame Jacinta, who, for aught 
I know, would have gained the palm from the cook of 


the archbiſhop of Toledo. She excelled in every thing: 
her ſoups were exquiſite, on account of her art 


in chuſing and mixing the different kinds of gravy, of 
which they were compoſed ; and her haſhies were fea- 
ſoned in ſuch a manner, as rendered them extremely a- 
grecable to the palate, - When dinner was ready, we 
returned into the canon's chamber, where, while I laid 
the cloth on a table fer juſt by his elbow chair, the houſe- 
keeper tucked a napkin under the old man's chin, and 
tied it over his ſhoulders. In a moment after I brought 


in 2 mets of porridge, that might have been preſented to 
h | #4 
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the moſt celebrated director of Madrid; and two courſes, 
which would have ſtimulated the ſenſuality of a viceroy, 
had not Dame Jacinta been fparing of her ſpices, tor 
fear of inflaming the gout of the licentiate.—At fight of 
theſe delicate diſhes, my old maſter, whom I believed 
impotent in all his members, ſhewed me, that he had 
not as yet loſt entirely the uſe of his arms: he kelp'd to 


diſencumber himſelf of his pillows, and chearfully pre- 


pared himſelf for eating. — Tho” his hand ſhook, it did 
not refuſe its ſervice, but went and came with great ex- 
pedition ; in ſuch a manner, however, that it ſpilt upon 


the table-cloth and napkin one half of what was intended 


for his mouth. —I took away the ſoup when he had done 
with it, and brought in a roaſted partridge, flank'd with 
two quails, which Dame Jacinta carved for him.— 
She took care alſo to make him drink frequently large 
draughts of wine, a little diluted in a large and deep 
filver cup, which ſhe held to his mouth, as if ke had 
been a child of fifteen months. He fell tooth and nail 
upon his courſe, and did no leſs honour to the birds tian 
he had done to the porridge ; and when he had ſtuffed 
himſelf to the tongue, the devotee untied his napkin, 
replaced his pillows, and left him in quiet to take his 
aſternoon's nap in Lis chair; white we, having un- 
covered the table, went to dinner in our turn. 

In this manner did our canon dine every day, who, 
for aught I know, was the greateſt glutton of the whole 
chapter.— Tho' his fupper was commonly more flight, 
conſiſting, for the moit part, of a pullet and ſome con- 
ſerves. | fed well in this houſe, and lite a very peace- 
able life. having only one grievance, which was no other 
than being obliged to watch my maſter, and paſs rhe 
whole night like a nurſe.— Beſides a retention of wine, 
that obliged him to aſk for his chamber-pot ten times in 
an hour, he was ſubje& to profule ſweats ; and when 
theſe happened, it was my bulinels to thitt him. „ Gil 
* Blas, (faid he, the ſecond niht) than haſt aftivity 
and addreſs? and I forclee that I ſhall be very well 
picated with thy ſervice.— l recommend to thee above 
a] things to behave thyſelf reſpectfully towards Dame 
a Jaciara : ſhe is a wench who has ſerved me theſe ſif- 
teen years with a ſingular zeal, and takes ſuck care of 
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my perſon, that I can never enough ſhew my grati- 

tude: wherefore I own ſhe is more dear to me than 
all my relations. For the love of her I have turned 
out of doors my nephew, my own ſiſter's fon, who 
paid no reſpect to the poor girl; and, far from doing 
juſtice to the ſincere attachment ſhe has for me, the 
inſolent boy treated her as an hypocrite ; for in this 
age all virtue appears hypocriſy to young people.— 


Thank heaven! I have got rid of the ſcoundtel: [ 


prefer the love that is manifeſted for me to all the 
ties of blood, and am ſway'd only by the benefits [ 
receive. You are in the right, fir, (aid I to the 
licentiate:) gratitude ought to have more weight 
with us than the laws of nature.“ Doubtleſs (he 
replied ;) and people will ſee by my laſt will, that I 
have no regard for my relations. My houlekeeper 
will have a good ſhare, and thou ſhalt not be forgot, 
provided that thou goeſt on to ſerve me, as thou haſt 
begun. Ihe footman whom I turned away yeſter- 
day, has loſt a good legacy by his own folly: if that 


paultry fellow had not, by his miſbehaviour, obliged 


me to diſmiſs him, I would have made his fortune; 
but he was a proud coxcomb, who was deficient in 
his reſpect for Dame Jacinta; and an idle raſcal, 
who dreaded the ſmalleſt trouble. — He, forſooth, 
did not love to watch over me; and look'd upon it 


as a great fatigue to ſpend the night in contributing to 


my eaſe.” * Ah, the wretch! (cried I, as if the 
genius of my friend had inſpired me) he was not 


worthy of living with ſuch an hondurable maſter ! 


A lad who has the happineſs of appertaining unto 
you, ought to be indefatigable in his zeal: he ought 
to make a pleaſure of his duty, and not think him- 
ſelf fatigued, even when he ſweats blood and water 


for your ſervice.” 


perceived that theſe words were very agreeable to 


the licentiate, who was no leſs ſatisfied with the aſſu- 
rance ] gave him of being always perfectly reſigned to 
the will of Dame Jacinta. Willing therefore to pats 
ſor a valet whom tatigue could not diſpirit, I did my 
duty with the beſt grace [ could aſſume, and never 
complained of being up all night; a circumſtance 
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which, however, I found very diſagreeable; and had 


it not been for the legacy with which I fed my hopes, 
I fhould hare been vi {on difgn.ted with my con- 
dition.—Indeed I flept ſome hours in the day-time ; 

and the governante to do her juſtice, had a good deal 
of regard for me — This muſt be aſcribed to the care 1 
took in gaining her good graces, by the moſt complat- 


ſant and reſpectin! behaviour; when I was at table with 


her and her ni-ce, whote name was Ineſilla, I thiited 
their plates, h.led wine, and ferved them with a mott 
particular attention; by which means I infinuated my- 
ſelt into their friencſhip. One day, while Dame Jacinta 
was gone out to market, ſeeing myſelf alone with Ineſilla, 
[ began to converte with her, and aſked if her father 
and mother were till alive. ** O! not at all, (anſwer- 
« ed ſhe) they ate dead long — long ago:—my good 
« aunt told me ſo.— As tor my own part, I never ſaw 
4 them.” I ſincerely believed the little girl, tho' her 
anſwer was not categorical; and put her into ſuch a 
humour of talking, that ſhe told me more of the mat- 
ter than I wanted to know. —She informed me, or rather 
[ * from her artleſs chat, that her good aunt 
had a very good friend, who lived likewilf with an old 
canon, whole temporalities he managed; and that theſe 


happy dometticks expected to join the pillage of their 


maſters by a marriage, the ſweets of which they taſted 
beforehand. I have already obſerved that Dame Ja- 
cinta, though ſomewhat ſuperannuated, had ſtill a freſh- 
neſs of complexion. True, indeed, ſhe ſpared nothing 
to preſerve it; for, beſides a clyſter which ſhe took 
every morning, ſhe ſwallowed during the day, and 
when ſhe went to bed, ſome excellent jellies of her own 
compoſing, and flept ſoundly all night, while I watch- 
ed my maſter: but that which, perhaps, contributed 
more than any thing to preterve her colour from fa- 


ding, was an iſſue, which Ineſilla told me the had in 
each leg. 
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CHAP. I. In what manner the canon was treated 
awhen be fell fick :—the conſequence of it; and the legacy 
awhich be left to Gil Blas. * 


Served the licentiate Sedillo three months without 
| complaining of the bad nights he made me paſs; 
at the end of which time he tell ſick of a fever, and 
felt his gout increaſed by the pain which it occaſioned ; 
io that, for the firſt time in his life, which had been 
Vong. be had recourle to phyſicians, and tent tor doctor 
Sangrado, whom all Valladolid looked upon as another 
f:ippocrates. Dame Jacinta would have been better 
plenled, if the canon had begun by making his will, 
and even dropt ſame hints on the ſubject; but, beſides 
that he did not believe himſelf near his end, in ſome 
certain things he was extremely obſtinate: 1 therefore 
went in ſearch of Dr. Sangrado, and brought him to 
the houſe. He was a tall, meagre, pale man, who had 
kept the ſhears of Clo:ho employed during forty years 
at leaſt — This learned phyſician had a very ſolemn ap- 
pearance, weighed his diſcourſe, and gave an emphatis 
to his exprefſions : his reaſoning was geometrical, and 
his opinions extreme!» ſingular. 

Alter having ex2mined the ſymptoms of my maſter's 


diſeaſe, he ſaid to him with a very phyfical air, © The 


« buſineſs here is to ſupply the defect of perſpiration. 
« which is obſtructed: others, in my place, would 
„% οubtleſs preſcribe ſaline draughts, diuretics, dia- 
* phoretics, and ſuch medicines as abound with mer- 
« cury and fulphur ; but cathartics and ſudorifics are 
« pernicious drugs, and ail the preparations of chy- 
« miſtry are only calculated to do miſchief: for my 
oven part, I practiſe a method more ſimple, and more 
« fſure.— Pray, what is your ordinary diet?“ * My 
„ uſual ſcod (repiied the canon) is broth and juicy 
meat.”—** Broch and juicy meat! (cried the doctor, 
** ſurpriized) truly, I do not wonder to find you ſick: 
uch delicious victuals are poiſoned pleaſures, and 
„ ſnares that luxury ipreads for mankiad, in order to 
«© ruin them the more effectually. You mult renounce 
all p2iatable food: the moſt falutary 13 that which 
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« is moſt inſipid; for as the blood is inſipid, it requires 


« ſuch victuals as partake the moſt of its own nature.— 
« And do you drink wine? (added he.“) + Yes, (taid 
« the licentiate) wine diluted.” —** O! diluted as much 
« as you pleaſe, (replied the phyſician :) what an irre- 
6 gularity is here! what a frightful regimen! you ought 
« to have been de1d long ago. How old are you, 
« pray?” „ am going in my fixty-ninth year, (le- 
« plied the canon.”)—** Right, (nid the phy ſiciau.) 
« an early old age is always the iruit of intemperance 
„If you had erank nothing elie than Pure water G1 
« your life, and had been fatzhed with ſimple nou- 
« tiſhwent, ſuch as boiled apples for example, you 
% would not now be tyrmented with the gout, and all 
« your limbs Would periorm their ſunctions with ea'c, 
„do not deipair, however, of letting you to rights 
« again, provided you be wholly reftigued to my di- 
« rections,” 

The licentiite having promiſed to obey him in all 
things, Sangrado tent me for a furgeon wiom he nam- 
ed, and ordered him to take from my mater tix good 
porringers of blood, as the firſt effort, in order to tup- 
ply the want of perſpiration. Then he ſaid to the fur- 
geon, Maſter Martin Onnez, return in thiee hours, 
* and take as much more; and repeat the ſame evacu— 
ation to-morrow. It is a groſs error to think that 
« blood is neceffary for the prefervation of life: a pa- 
„tient cannot he blooded tov much; for as he is ob- 
„ liged to perform no conſiderable motion or exerciſe, 
but juit only to breathe, he has no more occalion 
„for blood than 2 maa who is atleep; life, in both, 
conſiſting in the pulſe and refpiration only.“ The 
doctor havirg ordered frequent and copious evacuations 
of this kind, he told us, that we muſt make the canon 
drink warm water inceſſantiy; aſſuring us that water, 
drank in abundance, was the true ſpecific in all dil- 
tempers whatever. And when he went away, he told 
Dame Jacinta and me, with an air of confidence, that 
he would anſwer for his patient's life, piovided we 
would treat him in the manner he had pretctibed. The 
governante, who poliibiy thought otherwiſe of his me— 
thod, proteſted that it ſhould be followed with the ut- 
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moſt exactneſs. Accordingly we ſet about warming 
water with all diſpatch; and as the phyſician had re- 


commended to us, above all things, not to be too ſpar- 


ing of it, we made my maſter drink for the firſt doſe 
two or three pints, at as many draughts. An hour af- 


ter we repeated it, and returning to the charge, from 


time to time, overwhelmed his ſtomach with a deluge 
of water: the ſurgeon ſeconding us, on the other hand, 
by the quantity of blood which he drew fiow him, in 
leſs than two days the old canon was reduced to extre- 
mity. | | 
'T his good prieſt being quite ſpent, ſaid to me with a 
feeble voice, as I preſented him with a large glaſs of 
the ſpecific, © Hold, Gil Blas, give me no more of it, 
my friend: I fee plainly that I muſt die, in ſpite of 
the virtues of water; and tho' there is ſcarce a drop 
„of blood left in my body, I don't find myſelf a whit 
the better; which is a plain proof, that the moſt 
expert phyſician in the world cannot prolong our 
days, when their fatal period is arrived: go therefore 


and fetch a notary, fox I want to make my will.“ 


At theſe laſt words, which I was not ſorry to hear, I 
affected to ſeem melancholy, and concealing the deſire 
J had to execute his commiſſion, Well, but, fir, 
*« (faid I) you are not yet fo low, thank God, but that 
you may recover.” * No, no, child, (replied he) 
wit is all over with me: I feel the gout mounting up- 
awards, and death approaching. Make haſte, there- 
fore, and do as I bid thee.” I perceived, ſure e- 
nough, that he changed viſibly, and the affair appeared 
ſo urgent, that I went out as faſt as potlible to tulfil his 
orders; leaving with him Dame faciata, who was more 
afraid than I that he would die inteſtate. - | went into 
the houſe of the firſt notary I was directed to, and find- 
ing him at home, Sir, (faid I) the licentiate Sedillo, 


« my maſter, draws towards his end, and wants to 


„have his laſt will made; fo that there is not a mo- 
„ ment to loſe.” The notary, who was a briſk old 
man, and took delight in rallying, aſked what phyſician 
attended the canon; I anfwer'd, doctor Sangrado. — 
*At that name, ſeizing his hat and cloak in a hurry, 
* Zooks! {cried he) let us make haſte ; for the doctor 
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« js ſo expeditious, that he ſeldom gives his patients 
« time to fend for notaries: that man has chouted me 
« out of a great many jobbs. _ 
So ſaying, he followed me with great eagerneſs, and 
while we walked together at a good pace, that we might 
arrive before he ſhould be at the laſt gaſp, ** Sir, (faid I 


4 to him) you know that a teſtator at the point of 


« death, is apt to forget things: now, if my maſter 
« ſhould not remember me, | beg you will remind 
« him of my zeal and attachment.” That I will, my 
child: (replied the little notary,) thou mayeſt depend 
« upon me for that. I will even advite him to give 
« thee ſomething conſiderable; let him be never fo lit- 
« tle diſpoſed to reward thy ſervice.” The licentiate, 
when we came into his chamber, had ſtill the uſe of 
his ſenſes, and Dame Jacinta, who was with him, her 
viſage bathed in tears which ſhe had at command, had 
played her part, and beſpoke the good man's benevo- 
ſence. So that the and I left the notary alone with him, 
and went into the antichamber, where meeting the 
ſurgeon whom the doctor had ſent to make one evacu- 
ation more, we ſtopt him. Hold, Mr. Martin, (ſaid 
„the governante) you cannot go into Signior Sedillo's 
chamber at preſent; he is dictating his laſt will to a 
« notary who is with him; when that is done, you ſhall 
„have leave to do your oifice.” 

This pious gentlewoman and I were much afraid 
that the licentiate would die before his will could be 
finiſhed: but happily for us, the deed that occaſioned 
our diſquiet, was executed: and the notary finding me 


in his way, as he came out, clapped me on the ſhould- 


er, ſaying with a ſmile, & Gil Blas is not forgotten.” 
Theſe words infpired me with exceſſive joy; and [ 
thought my ſelf ſo much obliged to my maſter for having 
remembered me, that J promiſed. to pray with all my 
heart for his foul, after his death, which foon happened; 
for the ſurgeon having blooded him again, the pour old 
man, who was but too much exhautted beide, expired 
almoſt during the operation. A he breathed his laſt 
fighs, the phyſician came in, and ioJ%:d very foolith, 
notwithſtanding his long practice of dilpatching patients. 
Nevertheleſs, tar from imputing the cangu's death to 
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his watry draughts and evacuations ; he obſerved zs he 
went out, with an air of indiiterence, that the patient 
had not loſt blood enough, nor drank a ſufficient quan- 
titv of warm water. While the execucioner of this 
zublime art, I mean the ſurgeon, ſeeing alto, that there 


was no more, occaſion for his office, followed doctor 


Sangrado. 1 

As ſoon as the breath went out of our patron's body, 
Dame facinta, Ineſilla, and I, raifed a concert of 
mourntiul ciies which were heard all over the neigh- 
bournood: the governante eſpecially, who had the 
reateſt canſe to rejoice, uttered ſuch doleful accents, 
mat one would have thought the was the moſt afflicted 


ber ſon upon earth; and the chamber was inſtantly filled 


with people crawn thither, more by curioſity than com- 
riton. The relations of the deceaſed, no ſooner learn- 
del the news of his death, than they poured into the 
ho1te, to ſeal up every thing; and found the houſe- 

ec per in ſuch atiction, that they imagined at firſt, the 
canon had not made his will: but they ſoon underſtood 
at there was one ſandtioned by all the uſual formali- 
tes; Which when they came to open, and ſaw that the 
teſtator had diſpoſed of his beſt effects in ſavour of 
Dame Jacinta and the little girl, they made his funeral 
ſpeech in terms not much to the honour of his memory : 
they pronounced an elogiuin cn the devotee, at the 
Eme time, and even beſtowed ſome praifes on me, who, 
{ muſt ewn, deſerved ſome at their hands: for the li- 
cendate (reſt his foul!) in order to make me remember 


him as long as I ſhould live, explained himſelf in an 


eriicle cf bis will, with regard to me, in this manner. 
“ Item, as Gil Blas is a young man of ſome under- 
„ ſanding already, in order to compleat his learning, I 
leave to him my library, all my books and manulcripts 
„ without exception.“ 

I coul4 not conceive where this preteaded library 


could be, having never perceived any tuch thing in the 


houie. 1 knew only of a few papers, with five or fix 
volumes that ſtood upon a fnelf in my maſter's cloſet, 
and theſe were my legacy. Tho the books could not 
be of any great ſervice to me, one being intitled. The 
mpleat Houſewife: another treating of, Indigeſtion 


GIL BLAS, . 4 


and the Method of Cure; the reſt were, The four 
parts of the Breviary, which the moths had almo!t 
conſumed. With regard to the manuicripts, the molt 


curious contained all the proceedings of a i2w-tuit in 
which he was once engaged, for his prebend. After 
having examined the legacy with more attention thin 
it deſerved, I Jeit it to the relations who envied me o 
much. I gave them back the very cloaths I wore, 
and reſumed my on; Claiming my wages only, a the 
fruit of my fervice ; and reſo.ving to eck a place ele- 
where. As for Dame facinta, beides the money which 
was left to her, ſhe was in poitetiion of tome valuable 
effects, which. by the atifance of her vood friend, 
the had tound means to ſccrete, du ing the licentiate's 
Jail Vines. 
CHAP. III. Gil Plas engages himpelf in the ſer- 
dice of Docter Sargrada, aud becomes a celebraicl 
phyfician. 


" Reſolved to viſit Signior Arias de Londonna and 
conſult his regiſter for a new place ; but as | was juſt 
going into the blind alley where he lived, I met doctor 
dangtrado, whom I had not teen ſince the death of my 


matter, and took the irccdom to ſalute him. He re- 


collected me immediately, although I had changed my 
drets, and expreiling fume joy at feeling me, © Art thou 
tiere, my child? (ſaid he) | was juſt thinking of thee ; 
having occaſion ſor a good lad to ſerve me, I imagined 
that thou wouldtt antwer my purpoſe very well; if 
thou canſt read and write.“ Sir, (anſwered I) in 
that particular, I can do your buineſs.” „ Say't thou 
ſo? {faid he) then thou art the man I want: come to 
my houte, where thou ſnalt find every thing agreeable ; 
I will treat thee with diſtinction; and though I give no 
wages, thou ſhalt want for nothing: I wil take care to 
maintain thee handiomely; and will even diſcover to thee, 
the great myitery of curing all diſeaſes; in a word, thou 

ſhalt rather be my pupil than my ſervant.” 5 
I accepted the doctor's propoſal, in hopes of making 
my ſelf illuſtrious in phyſic, under the auſpices of ſuch 4 
karned maſler; and he carried me home with him ca 
he 
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| the inftant, in order to initiate me in the employment 
for which I was deſigned. I his employment conſiſted 
in writing the names and places of abode of the patients 
who ſent for him while he was abroad: for this pur- 
poſe, there was in the houſe, a regiſter in which an old 
woman who was his fole domeſtic, ſet down their ſe- 
veral directions: but beſides that ſhe was utterly igno- 
rant of ſpelling, the wrote fo ill, that for the moſt part, 
it was impoſſible to decypher her ſcrawl. I was inveſted 
with the charge of this book, which might have been 
- with great juſtice, ſtiled a regiſter of the dead; for al- 
moſt all the people whoſe names it contained, gave u 

the ghoſt. I inſerted in it (to ule the expreſſion) the 
name of thoſe people who were to ſet out for the other 
world, as the clerk of a ſtage coach-office regiſters. 
thoſe who take places. The pen was ſeldom out of my 


hand, becauſe there was not at that time, a phyſician 


in Valladolid, of more credit than doctor Sangrado, 


who had acquired great reputation with the public, hy 


a pomp of words, a ſolemn air, and ſome lucky cures 
which had done him more honour than he deſerved. 

He did not want practice, nor of conſequence, mo- 
ney, which however, did not make us fare the better, 


his houſekeeping being extremely parfimonious ; our 


ordinary food conſiſting of peaſe, beans, boiled codlins, 


or cheeſe; which aliments (he ſaid) were agreeable to 


the ſtomach, as being moſt proper for trituration, in- 
other words, eaſily brayed. Notwithſtanding this his 
opinion, however, he did not approve of our eating a 


belly-full even of them: in which, to be ſure, he was 
much in right: but if he forbid his maid and me to 


eat a great deal, he allowed us, by way of recompence, 


to drink as much water as we could ſwallow : far from 


reſtricting us in this particular, he would ſometimes ſay, 


« Drink, my children, health conſiſts in the ſuppleneſs 


and f umectation of the parts: drink water in great a- 
bundance: it is an univerſal menſtruum that diſſolves all 
kinds of ſalt. When the courſe of the blood is too 


languid, this accelerates its motion; and when too 


rapid, checks its impetuoſity.” The honeſt doctor 


was ſo well convinced of the truth of this doctrine, that 


N 


* 


he himſelf drank nothing but water, though he =P 
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well ſtricken in years. He defined old age, a natural 
decay that withers and conſumes us; and in conſequence 


of this definition, deplored the ignorance of thoſe who 
call wine the milk of old men: for he maintained 


that the juice of the grape, waſtes and deſtroys them ; 
and with great eloquence obſerved that this fatal liquor 
is to them, as to all the world, a treacherous friend and 
deceitful pleaſure. 


In ſpite of all this fine reaſoning, I had not been eight 


days in the houſe, when I was ſeized with a looſeneſs, 
and began to feel great diſorder in my bowels, which I 


was rath enough to aſcribe to the univerſal diſſolvent 
and meagre ſubſiſtence on which I lived. I complained 
of it to my maſter, in hopes that he would relent and 
allow me a little wine at meals: but he was roo much 
an enemy to that liquor to gratify my expectation. ** If 
thou feeleit in thyſelf ſaid he to me) any reluctance to 
ſimple element, there are innocent aids in plenty, that 
will ſupport thy ſtomach againtt the inſipid taſte of wa- 
ter; ſage (for example) and baum will give it an ad- 
mirable flavour; and an infuſion of corn-poppy, gilly- 
flower, and roſemary, will render it ſtill more delicious. 
Notwithſtanding all he could fay in praiſe of water 
and the excellent beveridges he taught me to compoie, k 
drank of it with ſuch moderation, that perceiving my 
temperance, he ſaid, * Why, truly, Gil Blas, f am 
not at all ſurpriſed, that thou doit not enjoy good 
health. Thou doſt not drink enough, my friend. Wa- 
ter taken in ſmall quantities, ſerves only to diſentangle 
the particles of the bile, and give them more activity; 
whereas they ſhould be drowned in a copious delution : 
don't be afraid, my child, that abundance of water 
will weaken and relax thy ſtomach: lay aſide that pan- 
nic fear which perhaps thou entertaineſt of plentiful 
drinking. I will warrant the conſequence, and if thou 
doſt not look upon me as a ſufficient bondiman, Celſus 
himſelf ſhall be thy ſecurity. That Roman oracle be- 
ſtows an admirable elogium on water, and afterwards: 
fays in expreſs terms, that thoſe who excuſe their drink- 
ing of wine, on account of a weak ſtomach, do a ma-. 
nifeſt injury to that organ, by uſing ſuch a cloak for their 
dun ſenſuality.” 
As 


— 
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As it would not have looked well for me to ſhew my- 
ſelf intractable in the very beginning of my carcer in 
phyſic ; I ſeemed perſuaded ot his being in the right, 
and will even own I was effectually convinced ; fo that I 
continued to drink water on the guaranty of Celſus, or 
rather to drown my bile in copious draughts of that 
liquor; and although I felt myſelf every day more and 
more incommoded by it, prejudice got the better of 
experience; ſo happily was I diſpoſed by nature, for 
becoming a phyſician. I could not always, however, 
reſiſt the violence of my diforder, which incieated to 
ſuch a degree, that I reiolved at length, to leave doctor 
Sangrado; but he inveſted me with a new employment 
which made me change that reſolution. Hark ce, my 
child, (ſaid he one day) I am not one of thoſe harſh 
and ungratefal matters who let their domeſtics grow grey 
in their ſervice, betore they recompenſe them. I am 
well pleaſed with thy behaviour, I have a regard tor 


thee, and without further delay will make thy fortune. ; 


I will immediately diſcloſe to thee the whole extent of 
that ſalutary art which I have proteſſed ſo many years. 
Other phy ſicians make this conſiſt in the knowiedpe oi a 
thouſand difficult ſciences; but I intend to go a 11o-ter 
way to work, and ſpare thee the trouble of ſtudeing 
pharmacy, anatomy, botany, and phyſic: know, my 
friend, all that is acquited, is to bleed thy patients and 
make them drink warm water. This is the ſecret of 
curing all the diſtempers incident to man. Yes! that 
wonderful fecret which I reveal to thee, and which na- 


ture, impenetrable to my brethren, hath not been able 


to hide from my reſearches, is contained in theſe two 
points of plentiful bleeding and frequent draughts of 
water. I have nothing more to impart; thou knoweſt 
proce to the very bottom, and reaping the fruit of my 
ng experience, art become in a twinkling as ſkilful as 
Jam. Thou may'ft (continued he) eaſe ine not a little, 
at preſent: in the morning, thou ſhalt keep our regiſler, 
and in the afternoon, go and viſit a part of my patients: 
while | take care of the nobility and clergy, thou ſhalt 
in my room, to the houſes of tradeſmen, where [ 
am called; and when thou ſhalt have practiſed ſome 
time, I wil procure thy admillioa into the 1 
hou 
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Thou art learned, Gil Blas, before thou turneſt phyſi- 
cian, whereas others preſcribe a long time, generally 
all their lives, without ever becoming learned.” 

I thanked the doctor tor having enabled me with ſuch 
diſpatch, to ſerve as his deputy ; and as an acknowledg- 


ment of his favours, aſſured him, that I would follow 
his maxims as long as I lived, even it they ſhould be 


contrary to thoſe of Hippocrates. But this aſſurance 
was not altogether ſincere; for I diſapproved of his 
opinion with regard to water, and reſolved to drink wine 
every day, when J went out to viſit my patients. I 


committed my own cloaths to a peg for the ſecond time, 


and put on a ſuit of my maſter's, that I might appear in 
all reſpects, like a phyſician: after which, I prepared 
mylelt for exerciſing medicine at the expence of whom 
it ſhould concern. My coup d'eſſai being upon an Al- 

azil who was ill of a pleuriſy, I ordered him to be 

looded without mercy, and filled to the tongue with 
water: I went afterwards into the houſe of a paſtry- 
cook who lay roaring with the gout, and whoſe blood I 
was no more ſparing of than the Alguazil's; taking 


care alſo not to reſtrict him in the article of water. For 


theſe preſcriptions, I received twelve rials, which made 


me fo enamoured of the proſeſſion, that I thought © the 


more miſchief the better ſport.” Coming out of the 
paſtry-cook's houſe, I met Fabricius, whom I had not 
ſeen ſince the death of the licentiate Sedillo; and who 
having looked at me ſome minutes with ſurpriſe, ſet his 


hands in his ſides, and burſt out into an immoderate fit 


of laughter. It was not without reaſon ; for having a 
cloak that trailed on the ground, with a doublet and 
breeches that would have terved a man four times ag 
big as me; my figure was truly original. I let him 
laugh till he was tired, not without being tempted to 
follow his example; but I conſtrained myiclt in order 
to preſerve decorum, and the better ape the phyfician 
who is no riſible animal. If my ludicrous appearance 


had excited the mirth of Fabricius, my gravity increaſed 


it; and when he had indulged it ſutfciently, * Upon 
my conſcience, Gil Blas, (taid he) thou art plealantly 
equipt. Who the devil has di:guifed thee in this man- 
ner? * Softly, friend, (replied I) ſoſtly, Lean to ſheu 

| more 
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more reſpect for another Hippocrates ; and know, that I 
am the deputy of doQtor Sangrado, the moſt celebrated 


phyſician of Valladolid, with whom I have lived theſe 
three weeks. He has taught me phyſic to the very bot- 
tom, and as he cannot, in perſon, attend all the fick who 


ſend for him, I aſſiſt him in his viſitation : he takes care 
of the great, and I of the plebeians.” © Very well, 
(replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood of the commonalt 
to thee, while he reſerves that of the gentry to himſelt: 
I congratulate thee upon thy ſhare ; for it is better to have 
to do with the populace, than with perſons of faſhion ; 
happy is a ſuburb phyſician. his faults are leſs obſerved, 
and his aſſaſſinations leſs known. Yes, my child, added 
he, thy ſituation is to be envied, and to ſpeak in the words 
of Alexander, if I was not Fabricius, I could with to be 
Gil Blas.” | 

To ſhew the fon of Barber Nunne?z, that he had reaſon 
to praile the happineſs of my preſent condition, I produ- 
ced the rials which I had received from the Alguazil, and 

{try-cook ; upon which, we went into a public-houſe 


in order to ſpend ſome of them: here we were ſerved 


with pretty good wine, which the longing defire I had 
of taſting that liquor, making me think ſtill better than 
it was, I drank huge draughts of it, and (no diſparage- 
ment to the Roman oracle) the more I filled my ſtomach, 
the leſs did that organ complain of the injury it received. 
Fabricius and I having ſtaid together a long time, in the 
public-houſe, and laughed heartily at the expence of our 
maſters, as the cuſtom is among ſervants; we parted ia 


the twilight, after having made a mutual promiſe of meet- 


ing again in the ſame place, next day in the afternoon. 


CHAP. IV. Gi Blas continues to ad the phy/ician 


with equal capacity aul ſucceſs —The adventure of the 


ring retrieved. 


HAD juſt got home, when doctor Sangrado came 
in, to whom I gave an account of the patients I had 
viſited, and put into his hand eight reals which remained 
of the twelve I had received for my preſcriptions: 
« Eight reals! {iaid he, after having counted them,) 
«%. this is a ſmall. matter for two viſits; but we mult » 
| 66 fi e 
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© fuſe nothing.” So it appeared: for he kept ſix, and 
giving me two, Hold, Gil Blas, {added he) there is 
«+ ſomething for thee to begin ſtock, I allow thee a 
« fourth part of what thou ſhalt get, and thou wilt be 
« rich in a very ſhort time, (my friend) for, pleaſe God, 
« there will be plenty of diſcaſes this ſeaſon.“ 

I had reafon to be contented with my ſhare ; becauſe, 
reſolving to detain always, a fourth part of what I ſhould 
receive from the patients, and afterwards, touching a 
fourth of what ſhould remain, it would on the whole 
(if there be any truth in arithmetic) amount to one half 
of what I ſhould earn. I his conſideration inſpiring me 
with new ardour for my profeſſion, next day when | had 
dined, I reſumed my phy ſical dreſs, and going out, viſited 
ſeveral patients whom I had regiſtred, and whom I treat- 
ed aſter the ſame manner, tho' their diſtempers were 
quite different. Hitherto, things had gone ſmoothly on, 


and no body (thank heaven) tound fault with my pre- 
| ſcriptions ; but howſoever excellent the practice of phyſic 


may be, it cannot *ſcape cenſure : going into the houſe 
of a grocer whoſe fon was dropfical, I there met with a 
little fwarthy phyſician called doctor Cuchillo, whom a 
relation of the grocer's had brought along with him: I 
made profound bows to every body preſent, and in par- 
ticular, to the perſon who (I concluded) was called to 
conſult with me about the diftemper of the patient; he 
faluted me with great gravity, then eying me attentively 
tor ſome minutes, “ Signior doctor, (ſaid he) pray ex- 
cuſe my curioſity ; I thought I had been acquainted with 
all my brethren the phyſicians of Valladolid : but I con- 
fels, your features are utterly unknown to me ; ſure you 
mult not have been long ſettled in this ciry” I anſwer- 
ed that | was a young practitioner, who as yet only pre- 
ſcribed under the auſpices of doctor Sangrado. * I con- 
gratulate yuu (ſaid he bowing) on your having embraced 
the method of ſuch a great man; and I do not doubt 
that you are already maſter of your buſineſs, notwith- 
ſtanding your youthful appearance.” He ſpoke this ſo 
naturally, that | did not know whether he was in jeſt or 
earneſt, and I was thinking upon ſome anſwer, when the 
| waa interpoſing, faid, + Gentlemen, I am perſuaded 

you are both pertectly well acquainted with the = 
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— of phyſic, therefore, pray examine the ſituation of my 
fon, and preſcribe what you thall judge proper for his 

cure.” | | 
Accordingly the little doctor enquired into the ſtate of 

our patient, and aſter having made me obſerve all the 


ſymptoms of the diſeaſe, aſked in what manner | pro- 


ſed to treat him. I am of opinion, (ſaid I) that 


e thould be blooded every day, and drink. hot water in 


abundance.” At theſe words, the little phyſician ſaid 
with a fatirical grin. And do you think thele remeties 
will fave his life.” Never doubt that (cried J. in a refo- 
Jute tone) they muſt certainly produce that citect, bein 

(as doctor Sangrado oblerves) tpecitics againſt a kinds of 
diſtempers. At that rate, (replied he) Ceifus is very 
much to blame, in aſſuring us, that for the more caly 
cure of a droply, it is requitite to make the patient ſuſfet 
both hunger and thirſt” Oh! Celſus (1 retumed) is 
not my oracle: he was as liable to miſtakes as any other 
and I have ſometimes found my account in acting quite 


contrary to his opinion. | perceive by your ditcourle, 


(ſaid Cuchillo) the ſure and fatisfaftory method, that 
doctor Sangrado would inſinuate into young practitioners : 


the whole of his practice conſiſts in bleeding and aqueous 
draughts; therefore, I am not at all ſurprized to lee ſo 


many honeit people die under his hands.” None of 
your invectives, (ſaid I, interrupting him with ſome heat) 
it does not look well to hear a man of your profeſſion 
caſt ſuch reflections. Come, come, Mr. doctor, a- 
bundance of fick people ate ſent to the other world, 
without being blooded, or drinking hot water ; and | 
don't doubt that you have diſmiſſed your thare of them: 
if you have any thing to ſay again doctor Sangrado, 
commit it to paper; will anſwer it, and we ſhnall ſoon 
ſee on which fide the laughers are. By St. lago and 


St Dennis! (cried he, in a rage) you are little acquainted 


with doctor Cuchillo ! Know, friend, that I have both 
teeth and nails, and am not at ail atraid of Sangrado, 
who in ſpite of his vanity and preſumption, is 2 down- 
right ninny.” The appearance of the little de ctor mak- 
ing me deſpiſe his wrath, I replied with great bitterneſs ; 
he anſwered in the ſame :manner, and we came to fiſty 
cutts in a very thort time: fome blows paſſed, and each 
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of us loft an handful of hair, before the grocer and his 
kindſman could part us; which when they had accom- 
pliſhed, I was paid for my viſit and diſmiſſed while they 
retained my antagoniſt, who ſeemed to them the more 
ſkilful of the two. 

After this adventure, I had like to have met with 


another as bad: for going to viſt a fat chanter who was 


ill of a fever, I no ſooner mentioned hot water, than he 
fell into a rage againſt the ſpecific, curſed and twore, 
called me a thouland names, and even threatened to 
throw me out of the window. I moved off faſter than 
came in, and not chuſing to ſee any more patients that 
day, betook myſelf to the houſe appointed for the ren- 
dezvous between me and Fabricius, who was already 
there: and as we found ourſelves in a frolickſome hu- 
mour, we drank hard, and went home in a ſtate of ele- 


vation— that is, halt ſeas over. | 


Signior Sangrado did not obſerve that | was drunk, 
becauſe he miſtook my extravagant geſtures in recoun ing 
the quarrel I had with the little doctor, for an effect o 
the emotion occaſioned by the battle: beſides, having 
been principally concerned in our ditpute, he became a 
party, and piqued at Cuchillo, ſaid, Thou hatt done 
well, Gil Blas, in defending the honour of our reme- 
dies againſt chat little abortion of the faculty. He at- 
firms then, that aqueous draughts are improper for the 
droply! Ignotant wretch! I maintain I o- chat a drop- 
ſical patient cannot drink too much. M, water (added 
he) can cure all kinds of dropſies, as well as theuma— 
tilms, and the green ſickneſs: it is moreover excellent 
in tevers where the patient burns and ſhivers at the ſame 
time; and of incredible eſtect even in tho'e dittempers 
that are imputed to cold, ſerous and phlegmatic hu- 
mours: this opinion may appear ftrange to ſuch raw 
phyſicians as Cuchillo; but it is cafily ſupported by 
theory and practice; and it ſuch as ke were capable of 
realoning philolophically, inſtead of decrying my me- 
thod, they would become my moſt z-alous partizans.” 

He did not therefore ſuſpect my being ſuddled, fo 
much was he enraged ; for, in order to inflame him the 
more againſt the little doctor, I had thrown into my 
ſtory, ſome circumilances of my own invention. Ne- 

£ veithelefs, 
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vertheleſs, fired as he was with what I had told him, he 
perceived that I drank more water that evening than 
_ uſual, the wine having made me very thirſty. Any 
other than Sangrado would have ſuſpected my extraor- 
dinary drought, and the great draughts I fwallowed ; 
but he firmly believed that I began to reliſh watry po- 
tions; and faid, with a ſmile, | fee Gill Blas, thou 
 & haſt no longer an averſion to water. Heaven be 
« praiſed, thou drinkeſt it now like nectar. A chan 

% that does not ſurpriie me at all, my friend; for I 
knew that it would ſoon grow familiar to thy tafte.” 
„ Sir, (I replied) there's a time for all things: I 
„ would not at preſent, give a pint of water for an 


% hogſhead of wine.” The doctor charmed with this 


anſwer, did not neglect ſuch a fair opportunity of ex- 
tolling the exceilence of water: but uttered a new elo- 
| on it, not like a cold advocate; but with all the 
- fervor of an enthuſiaſt. * a thoutand times, (cried he) 


& a thouſand and ten thouſand times more valuable and 


„ innocent than the taverns of our days, were thoſe 


% baths of ages paſt, into which people did not go to 
* proſtitute in a ſhameful manner, their lives and for- 
„tunes by glutting themſelves with wine: but where 
« people met for amuſement, and drank hot water with 


wiſe proviſion of thoſe maſters of civil lite, who 
eſtabliſhed public places where water was given to all 
comers, and who ſecured the wine in the ſhops of 
apothecaries, permitting it to be uſed by the preſcrip- 
tion of phyſicians only. What ſurpriſing ſagacity! 
It is, douvtleſs (added he) owing to ſome lucky re- 
mains of that antient frugality, worthy of the gold- 
en age, that there are ſtill a few who, like thou and 
I, drink nothing but water; and who, as a preſer- 
vative from, or cure of all diſtempers, truſt to hot 
water unboiled: for | have obſerved that boiled wa- 
«© ter is more heavy, and leſs agreeable to the ſtomach.” 

While he uttered this eloquent harangue, I had like 
to have laughed in his face more than once: I kept my 
gravity however, -I did more.--- entered into the 


doctor's ſentiments, inveighed againſt the uſe of wine, 


and lamented that mankind had contracted a _ ”w 
luc 


onour and ſecurity! One cannot enough admire the 
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| fuch a pernicious liquor. Then, (as my thirſt was not 


next day. As I came out of a houſe where I had 


ſhe) I moſt humbly beg you will come along with me; 


quite into the ſymptoms of ker diſeaſe, was immediately 
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ſufficiently quenched) | filled a large goblet with water, 
and having ſwallowed long draughts of it, . Come, 
« Sir, (faid | ro my maſter) let us regale ourſelves with 
« this benevolent liquor, and revive in your houſe 
« thoſe antient baths which you regret ſo much.” He 
applauded my zeal, and during a Whole quarter of an 
hour, exhorted me to drink nothing but water. In or- 
der to familiarize myſelf to this pretcription, I promiſed 
to ſwallow a great quantity every evening; and that l 
might the more eaſily pertorm my promiſe, went to bed 
with 2 reſolution of going to the tavern every day. 

The oppoſition | met with at the grocer's houſe, did 
not deter me from preſcribing warm water and bleeding, 


been to viſit a frantic poet, I met an old woman in the 
ſtreet, who accoſting me, aſked if I was a phyiician 
when I anſwered in the armative, Well then (faid 


my niece was yeſterday taken ill, and I don't know 
what is the matter with her.” I collowed the old gen- 
tlewoman, who conducted me to a houſe, and intro- 
duced me to a pretty neat chamber, where I found a 
perſon in bed, and going toward: her, in order to en- 


ſtruck with her features, which when I had obſerved 
ſome minutes, | recollected her to be no other than the 
female adventurer who had fo dexterouſly acted the 
part of Camilla. As for her part, ſhe did not ſeem to 
remember me; whether the oppreſſion of her own 
diſtemper, or my phyſical garb, ſecured me from her 
recollection — Laying hold ot her arm, in order to feel 
the pulie, | perceived my ring upon her finger ; at ſight 
of which, I felt 2 terrible emotion, and a violent defire 
of attempting to retrieve it; but conſidering that the 
women might fall a cr. ing, and Don Raphael, or ſome 
other champion ot the fair ſex, come to their aſſiſtance, 
| was at pains to teſiit the temptaiion: and imagining it 
would be better to ditſemble, and take the advice of 
Fabricius, tuck to this laſt reſolution. In the mean 
time, the old woman preſſing me to let her know the 
nature of her niec2's diftemper, | was not fool enough 
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to own myſelf ignorant of the matter ;. but on the con- 
trary, affecting the man of ſkill, and copying my maſ- 
ter's deportment, I told her with great gravity, that the 
diſtemper proceeded from the patient's want of perſpi- 
ration, and that of conſequence, ſhe muſt be ſpeedily 
blooded, that evacuation being the only ſubſtitute of 
perſpiration: I likewiſe preſcribed warm water, that the 
rules of our practice might be exactly obſerved. 
Having made my viſit as ſhort as potlible, I ran to find 
the fon of Nunnez, whom I met at the door, going 
out toexecute a commiſſion for his maſter: I told him 


my new adventure, aſking it he thought, I ſhould cauſe 
Camilla to be arreſted in courſe of law; he anſwered, 


„Not at all. That is not the way to ſee thy ring a- 
Eu: for the officers of juſtice hate to make reſtitution, 
emember the jail of Aſtorga, where thy horſe, mo- 


ney, and even thy cloaths were detained by theſe har- 


* We muſt rather make uſe of our own induſtry, 
n recovering thy jewel; Þ'll undertake to find out ſome 


ſtratagem for that purpoſe; and will think of it, in my 
way to the hoſpital, where I carry a ſhort meſſage to 
the ſteward, from my maſter: go and wait for me at 


our tavern, and be not impatient, for I will be with thee 


in a very little time.” 6 
He did not, however, arrive at the rendezvons, till 
after I had been there three hours; and then fo diſguiſed, 
- that at firſt, I did not know him: tor he changed his 
dreſs, twiſted his hair into a queue, covered one half 
of his face with a pair of artificial whiſkers, provided 
himfelf with a huge ſword, the hilt of which, was at 
leaſt three feet in circumference; and marched at the 
head of five men who looked as fierce as himſelf, and 
wore alſo long rapiers and thick muſtachio's. Your 
ſervant, Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he, accoſting me) you 
ſce in me an algvazil of a new ſtamp, and in thete brave 
fellows who accompany me, ſoldiers of the fame model. 
Snew us only the houſe of the woman who itole your 
diamond, and be atlured, that we will make her rettore 
it in a twinkliag.” |] embraced Fabricius at this dis- 
courſe, which explained the ſtratagem he intended to 
put in practice in my behalf; and aſſured him, that [ 
very much approved of his expedient. I ſaluted allo 
the 


went towards the bed, and diſcovering my face to Ca- 
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the falſe ſoldiers, who were three valets, and two jour- 
neymen barbers of his acquaintance, whom he had en- 
gaged to act this part. Having treated the whole bri- 
ade with wine, we went altogether, in the twilight, to 
Camilla's lodgings, and knocked at the door, which 
the old woman opening, and taking my attendants for 
the terriers of juſtice, who never entered that houſe 
without cauſe, was ſeized with conlternation. ** Cou- 
rage, good mother, (faid Fabricius to her) we are come 
hither only on account of a ſmall atfair that will ſoon 
be determined.” So ſaying, we advanced to the cham- 
ber of the fick perſon, conducted by the old woman, 
who walked betore, lighting us with a wax taper in a 
filver candleſtick. Taking the candle in my hand, I 


milla, ** Pertidious woman! (taid I) behold the too 
credulous Gil Blas, whom you have tricked. Ah wretch! 
| have found you at laſt, and the corregidor, in con- 
ſequence of my information, has ordered this alguazil 
to. apprehend you. Come, Mr. Tipftaff, (faid I to 
Fabricius) do your office.“ There is no occaſion (an- 
ſwered he, railing his voice) for exhorting me to do my 
duty. I remember that there creature, who has been a 
long time marked in my memorandum-book, with red 
letters. Riſe, my princels, (added he) dreis yourſelf 
with all diſpatch. I intend to be your uſher, and con- 
duct you to the city jail, if you think well of it. 

At theſe words, Camilla, ſick as ſhe was, perceiving 
that two of his followers with the great whiſkers, were 
about to drag her out by force, ſat up in her bed, claſped 
her hands in a ſuppliant poſture, and looking at me with 
terror in her eye», “ Signiqr Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) I con- 
jure you by the chaſte mother who bore you, to have 
pity upon me! though I am very guiity, I am till more 
unfortunate! don't ruin me; I vill reſtore your ring.” 
So ſaying, ſhe took it off from her finger, and put it 
into my hand. But I told her, my diamond alone 
would not ſuffice, and that he muſt beſides, make re- 
ſtitution of the thouſand ducats which had been ſtole 
from me in the furniſhed lodging. Oh Signior! (the 
rephed) do not alk your ducats of me; tae traitor, Don 
Raphael, whom I have not fea ſince that time, carried 

them 


96 The ADVENTURES of 


them off the ſame night.“ Oho, my little darling, 
(faid Fabricius to her) you think to get out of the 
ſcrape, by denying you had any thare of the booty ; but 
you ſhan't be ſo eahily quit, I aſſure you: your being an 
accomplice of Don Raphael is a ſufficient reaſon for 
obliging you to give an account of your paſt life. You 
have, doubtlels, a great many things on your conſci- 
ence ; and therefore you ſhall go to priſon, (if you 
pleaſe) and make a general confeſſion. I will carry this 
old gentle woman thither alſo ; (added he) for I imagine 
ſhe — 2 great many curious ſtories which the corre- 
gidor will not be ſorry to hear.” 
At theſe words, the two women put every thing in 
practice to melt us; filling the chamber with cries, 
oans, and lamentations : while the old woman on her 
nees, ſometimes before the alguazil, and ſometimes be- 
fore his attendants, endeavoured to move their compaſ- 
ſion; Camilla implored me in the mot affecting manner, 
to ſave her from the hands of juſtice. Upon which, I 
pretended to relent, ſaying to the ſon of Nunnez, Mr. 
Othcer, fince I have got my diamond, I am ſatisfied. 
I don't deſire to give this poor woman any further trou- 
ble! and would not even ſeek the death of a ſinner. For 
ſhame ! (laid he) a man of your humanity would make 
a bad trooper: but I muſt acquit myſelf of my com- 
mithon, by which | am <xpretly ordered to apprehend 
| theſe infanta's: for the corregidor wants to make an 
example of them.” For heaven's fake! (I replied) have 
ſome regard to intreaty, and abate a little of your ſeve- 
rity, in conſideration of the preſent which theſe ladies 
will offer. Oh! that's another affair, (ſaid he) that 
is what we call a figure of rhetoric well placed—Come, 
let us ſee what they have got to give me?” „ have 
(laid Camilla) a pearl-necklace, and ear-rings of a con- 


ſiderable v lue.“ Here ſhe was interrupted with,“ Ves, 


„ but ii chey come from the Philippine ifles, I'll have 
none of inem.” © You may take them, upon my 
« word, Vil warrant them genuine,” (iaid ſhe) at the 
ſame time deſiring the old woman to bring a little box, 
out ot which ſhe took the necklace and ear-rings, and 
put them into the alguazii's hand. Tho' he knew no 
more of jewels than F did, he was perſuaded that the 
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diamonds of the ear-rings were genuine, as well as the 
pearls of the necklace ; therctore, having examined them 
attentively, © 'Thefe jewels (ſaid he) teem to be of a 
« good water, and provided the ſilver candleſtick, which 
« Signior Gil Blas has in his hand, be added to them, 
« | won't anſwer for my fidelity.“ I don't believe (ſaid 


1 to Camilla) that you will lor a trifle, break off a treaty 


ſo much to your advantage. So laying, I gave the light 
to the ol woman, and the candleſtick to Fabricius, who 
being ſatis fed with what he had got, becauſe (perhaps) 


he law nothing elie in the room which he could eaſily 


carry olf, faid to the ladies, “ Adieu, my princetles, 
« live in peace. I will ſpcak to the corregidor, and re- 
« preſent you whiter than inow : tor ſuch as we can give 
« what turn we pleale to things, and never tell him the 
plain truth, except when we are under no temptation 
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CHAP. V. The {quel of the ring retriewed. Gil 
Blas quits the profeſſion of p,, and makes bis retreat 
from Valladolid. | 


FTER hwing in this manner executed the ſcheme 

of Fabricius, we left Camilla's lodgings, congra- 
tulating ourtelves upen a piece of ſucceſs that even lur- 
pals'd our expectation ; tor we had laid our account with 
recovering the ring oniv. However we carried off the 
reſt without ceremony ; and, far from making a ſcruple 
of robbing curtezans, we thought we had done a meri- 
torious action —** Gentlemen, (laid Fabricius, when 
«* we had got into the ſtreet) it is my opinion that we 
* ſhould go back to the tavern, and ipend the night 
„in making merry. To-morrow we will fell the can- 
* dleſtick, necklace, and car-rings, and {hare the mo- 
ney like brothers ; after which we will return to our 
teveral homes, and make the beſt excuſe we can to 
our maſters.” I his propolu] of the alguazil ſeeming 
very reatonable to us all, we returned to the tavern 3 
ſome of us believing we could calily find an excuſe for 
baving lain abroad, and others not caring whether they 
[.0uld be diimiſs d or no. | 
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We ordered a good ſupper, and fat down to table with 
as much appetite as good humour. The repatt was {ea- 
ſoned with a thouland agreeable ſallies: and Fabricius, 
in particular, enlivened the conveilation, and diverted 
us all extremely, by innumerable flrokes replete with 
Caſtilian ſalt, which is equal at leatt to the antient Artic. 
— But while we were in this jovial diſpoſition, our mirth 
was all of a ſudden overcaſt by an untoreteen accident. 
A man of a pretty good micn entered the room where 
we were at ſupper, tollowed by two others ot a terrible 
aſpect; after theſe three more appeared; and we count- 
ed no leſs than twelve who came in thus, three by three, 
armed with carabines, ſwords, and bayonets.— We foon 
perceived them to be the ſoldiers of the patrole, and it was 
not difficult to gueſs their intention ; wheretore we had 
ſome thoughts, at firſt, of making reſiſtance; but they 
ſurrounded us 1n an inttant, and kept us in awe, as well 
by their numbers as their fire-arms.—“ Gentlemen, (ſaid 
« their commander to us with a ſncer) I know by what 
* ingenious artihce you have recovered a ring from the 


« hands of a certain ſhe-adventurer; and, to be ture, 


the contrivance is excellent, and richly deterves a pub- 
lic recompence, which you ſhall by no means miis.— 
„ Juſtice has already appointed an apartment for you 
ein her own houſe, and will not fail to reward fuch a 
% matterly attempt.” This diſcourte vers much dil- 
concerted all thote to whom it was addrets'd : our coun- 
tenances changed, and we ielt, in our turn, the fame 
tear with which we had inſpired Camilla. Fabricius, 
however, tho pale and diſmay'd, endeavoured to juſtify 
what we had done. ** vir, (taid he) as we had no bad 
intention, this little trick might be forgiven.” How 
the devil! (cried the commandant in a rage) do you 
„ call this a little trick? Don't vou know that it is a 
hanging matter? For, beſides that no man is allow'd 
* to do juſtice to himſelf without the cognizance of the 
„ law, you have carried off a candleſtick, necklace, and 
ear rings that did not belong to you; and which is 
& ſtill wor ſe, in order to commit that robbery, you have 
diſguiſed yourſelves like tipſtaves. Wretches! to dreſs 
„ youctelves in the habit ot ſuch honcurable people 0 
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« do miſchief. I ſhall think you very lucky, it you are 
« only ſentenced to the galiies.” When he had con- 
vinced us that the affair was much more terious than we 
at ſuſt imagined, we fell down together at his feet, and 
begg'd he would have pity on our youth. But our 
prayers were unregarded and beſides, he rejected a pro- 
ofal we made oi quitting to him the necklace, car rings, 
and candleſtick: even my ring was refuſed, becaute (1 
ſuppole) it was offered before too much company.—ia 
ſhort, he was quite inexorable; ordered my companions 
to be diſarmed, and carried us all together to the public 
jail, Jn our way thither one of the guard told me, that 
the old woman who lived with Camilla, ſuſpecting that 
we were not the real fuot-pads of juſtice, had followed 
us to the tavern ; and there being confirmed in her opi- 


nion, had revenged heriett upon us, by intorming the 


patroie of the whole atfair. | 

We were immediately plundered of every thing; the 
necklace, diamonds, and candleſtick fcized ; az allo my 
ring, together with the ruby ot the Fiuilippine Illes, 
which I had untortunately in my pocket. 'L hey did not 
even {pare the rials, which J had that day received tor 
my preſcriptions ; which was a fure ſign to me, that the 
people belonging to jultice at Valladolid are az expert in 
their ollice as thoſe at Aſtorga, and that the manners of 


all theſe gentlemen are every where alike. While | was 


rifled of my jewels and caſh, the officer of the patrole 
recounted our adventure to thete agents oi the plunder ; 
and the atlair ſeem d to them of tuch a ferious nature, 
that the majority thought we deſerved a halter: but o- 
thers, lels tevere, imagined we might get off for two 
hundred laſhes each, and a few years tervice in the gal- 
lies —Until the corrigidor ſhould think proper to decide 
our affair, we were lock'd up in a dungeon. where we 


lay upon ſtraw, wich which it was ftrew'd like a ſtable 


litter d for horſes.— Here we might have remained long 
enough, and at lait exchanged our habitation for the 
gallies, had noi Signior Vlanuel Ordonnes next day heard 
of our misfortune, and retoived to procure the liberty of 
Fabricius, which he could nut do without obtaining alto 
the diſmiiliun of us all. Being a man very much eſteemed 

1 in 
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in the city, he did not ſpare ſollicitations; and partly by 
| his own credit, and partly by that of his friends, at the 
end of the three days effected our enlargement. Bur we 
did not come out as we had gone in; the candleilick, 
necklace, and ear-rings, my ring, ruby, and rials bein 
detained : which made me remember thoſe verſes of Vir- 
gil, that begin with © Sic vos non vobis.” 

As ſoon as we were ſet at liberty we returned to our 
maſters, and doctor Sangrado received me very kind]v, 
ſaying, * My poor Gil Blas, I did not hear of thy 
„% misfortune till this morning, and was juit going to 
* make ſtrong ſollicitations in thy behalf. Thou muſt 
„ conſole thytelf, my friend, for this accident, and at- 


tach thyſelf more than ever to phyſick.” * That is 


my deſign,” (ſaid I.) And truly | thought of nothing 
elſe. Far from wanting buſineſs, it happened, as my 
maſter had foretold, that diſtempers were very riſe, the 
ſmall-pox and putrid fever beginning to ravage the city 
and ſuburbs; ſo that all the phyſicians in Valladolid, and 


we in particular, had abundance of practice. —Scarce a 


day paſs'd in which we did not viſit eight or ten patients, 
each; from whence it may be eaſily conceived what a 
quantity of blood was ſpilt, and water drank. But, I 
do not know how it happened, all our ſick died either 
on account of our male practice, or becauſe their diſ- 
eaſes were incurable Certain it is, we very ſeldom had 


occaſion to make three viſits to one patient: at the ſecond, 


we were either told that he was juſt going to be buried, 
or found him at the laſt gaſp; and as I was but a young 
phyſician, who had not yet time to be inured to murder, 
began to be very uneaſy at the fatal events which might 
be laid to my charge. —** Sir, (laid I, one evening, to 
« Dr. Sangrado) I take heaven to witneſs, that I follow 
«*« your method with the utmoſt exattnels ; yet never- 


«« theleſs, every one of my patients leaves me in the 


lurch. It looks as if they took a pleaſure in dying, 
«« meerly to bring our practice into diſcredit. I his very 
day I met two of them going to their long home.” 
« Why truly, child, (anſwer'd he) | have reaton to make 
pretty much the ſame obſervation: I have not often 
* the ſatislaction of curing thole who fall into my hands þ 
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, and if 1 was not fo ſure as | am of the principles on 
« which I proceed, I ſhould think my remedies were 
« pernicious in almoſt all the caſes that come under my 


„% care.” © If you will take my advice, tir, (taid I) we 


„will change our method, and give chymical prepara- 


tions to our patients, through curioſity; the worlt that 


% can happen will only be, that they produce the fame 
« effect that follows our bleedings and warm water.“ © I 
« would willingly make that experiment, (he replied) pro- 
& vided it could have no bad conſequence ; but I have 
„ publiſhed a boot, in which I extolled the uſe of fre- 
* quent bleeding and aqueous draughts; and wouldft thou 
have me go and decry my own work?“ * Oh! you 
are certainly in the right, (ſaid I) you muſt not give 
your enemies ſuch a triumph over you: they would 
i ſ2y, you are at laſt diſabuſed: and therefore ruin your 
« reputation: perith rather the nobility, clergy and peo- 
« ple! and let us continue in our old path. After all, 


our brother doctors, notwichſtanding their averficn 


for bleeding, pertorm as few miracles as we do; 
and I belicve their drugs are no better than our ſpe. 
« cihcs.” 

We went to work, therefore, afreſh, and proceeded 
in ſuch a manner, that in le's than tix weeks, we made 
more widows and orphans than the ſiege of Troy. 
By the number ot burials, one would have thought that 
the plague was in Valladolid; and every day, tome fa- 
ther came to our houſe, to demand an account of his 
fon, whom we had raviſhed from him, or tome uncle, 
to upbraid us with his nephew's death. As for the 
ſons and nephews, whole fathers and uncles we had 
diſpatched, they never appeared to complain: the huſ- 
bands too were very civil, and never cavilled with us 
about the loſs of their wives. But thote atflicted people, 
whole reproaches we were obliged to undergo, were, 
lometimes, very brutal in their grief, and called us igno- 
rant affatlins. As they did not ſpare me, in particular, 
| was afflicted by their epithets: but my maſter, who 
was uied to ſuch accidents, heard them without the leaſt 
emotion. I might, perhaps, in time, have been accuſ- 
tomed to reproach, as well as he, if heaven, doubtleſs, 
to rid the lick people in Valladolid of one of their moſt 

* leyere 


102 The ADVENTURES of 


ſevere ſcourges, had not produced an occaſion that gave 
me a diſguſt to phylic, which 1 practiied with fo little 
ſuccels. h | 
There was in our neigtbourhond a tennis-court, to 
which the idle people in town daily reforted, and, among 
the re{t, one of your profeſſed bullies, who take upon 
themſelves the office of arbiters, and decide all difteren- 
ces that happen. He was from Biſcay, his name Don 
Rodrigo de Mondragon, about thirty years of age, of an 


ordinary make, but lean and muſcular; he had two little 


twinkling eyes, that rolled in his head, and threatened 
every body he looked ut; a very flat noſe, placed be- 
tween red whiſkers, that cu:icu up to his very temples, 
and a manner of [pe:kinyg ſo rough and pailioaate, that 
his words ſtruck tcriur into every body. This racket- 
breaker had made himſelf tyrant of the tennis-court, 
where he judged all the diſputes that happened among 
thoſe who played, in the mo{t impetious manner, and no 
man durſt appeal from his deciſion, unleſs he could re- 
folve to fight him next day, Such as I have deſctibed 
Don Rodrigo, who, notwithſtanding the Don he had 
prefixed to his name, was an arrant ralcal, he captivated 
the miſtreſs of the tennis: court, who was a woman about 
forty years of age, rich and agreeable enough, and in the 
ſiſteenth month of her widowhood. I know not how 
he won her heart; for, doubtleſs, it waz not by his beau- 
ty; but ſurely, by that je ne ſai quoy which cannot be 
expreiled Be that as it will, ſhe had à paiſion for him, 
and actually deſigned to take him for her huiband ; but 
while preparations were making for the conſummation of 
that affair, ſhe fell nck, and unhappily employed me as 
her phyfician. li her diſtemper had not been a malig- 
nant fever, my prelciipticons were ſuſhcient to endanger 
her liſe; fo that, in tcur days, I tiled the tennis court 
with mourning ; the mittrels went the way of all my pa— 
__ tieats, and her reations took poſſeilion of her eſtate. 
Don Rodrigo, made Celperate by the lo's of his mil- 
reſs, or rather by being baulked in his expectation of a 
very advantageous match, not only curted and reviled 
me, but alſo twore, that he would run me through the 
body, whencver he could catch me, and exterminate 
me trom the iace of the earth. A charitable neighbour 
| inlormed 
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informed me of this oath, and adviſed me not to ſtir a- 
broad, for tear of meeting this devil of a man. This 
advice, which I had no intention to neglect, filled me 
with confuſion and diſmay: I fancied inceſſantly, that 
I aw this furious Biſcayan coming into the houſe; and 
could not enjoy one moment's repoſe. This effectually 
detached me from phyſic, and my ſole care was how to 
free mylelf from diſquiet: | reſumed my embroidered 
ſuit, and atter having bid adieu to my maſter, wha 
could not perſuade me to ſtay, quitted the city at day- 
break, not without apprehenſion of meeting Don Rodri 
go in my way. | 


E Of his route aulen he left Falladolid; 


and the per; n be Totned on the road. 


time, to {ee if thy formidable Biicavan was not at my 
heels; my imigination being ſo much poiletled by that 
fellow, that i took every tree or buſh | taw for him; 
and every moment felt my heart thro> with tear. 1 
plucked up my courage, however, when 1 had gone a 
good league, and continued, at an eaſier pace, my jour- 
ney towards Madiid, whiher my purpoſe was to go. | 
thould have quitted Valladolid without regret, had I not 
been lorry to part from Fabricius, my dear Pylades, to 
whom I could not fo much as bid adieu: but it gave 
me no mor:i1c:tion to renounce phyſie; on the contrary, 
| begged pardon or God tor having exerciſed it at all; 
though l did not fail ro count, with pleaſure, the mo- 
ney | had in my purſe, notwithitandiag irs being the 
ſalary of my allafſinations: in that reſpect, reſembling 
thoſe lucies of pleaſure, who reform their morals, but, 
nerertheleſs, keep tait hold of the wages of fin. My 
whole fortune amounted to pretty near the value of five 


12 very fast, looking behind me from time to 


ducats, in rials; on the ſtrength of which, I expected 


to reach Madrid, where I did not doubt of finding ſome 
good place: beſides, | longed pailionately to fee that 
auguſt city, which had been extolled to me as the epi- 

tome of all the wanders of the world. 
While I recoliected all that I had heard in its praiſe, 
and enjoyed its pleaſures by anticipation, I heard the 
| — 1 voice 
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voice of a man behind me, ſinging at fall ftretch ; he 
had a leathern wallet on his back, a guitarre hanging a- 
bout his neck, a long {word by his fide, and walked fo 
faſt, that he was up with me in a very ſhort time. Be- 
ing one of the two journeymen barbers, with whom I 
had been impriſoned in the adventure of the ring, we 


knew one another immediately, though our drets was 
altered, and were very much ſurprized at meeting fo un- 
expectedly on the highway. | aſſured him, that I way 


extremely glad to have him tor a fellow traveller, and 
his joy ſeemed no leis at meeting with me. I told him 
my reaſon for quitting Valladolid; and he tepoſed the 
ſame confidence in me, by letting me know, that he had 
quarrelled with his maſter, and bid him an eternal adieu. 
«+ If 1 had been inclined (added he) to live any longer 
« in Valladolid, I could have found employment in a- 
« bundance of ſhops; for, without vanity, | can han- 
„dle a razor, and curl a muitachio, as well as e'er a 
«+ barber in Spain: but I could no longer reſiſt the vio- 
« lent defire I had to viiit the place of my nativity, 
« from which I have been abſent theſe ten years: I want 


„ to breathe my own country air a little, and know the 


% ſituation of my family, with whom I hope to be in 
« two days; for they live at a place called Oimedo, a 
« market-town on this tide of Segovia.” 

 Refolving to accompiny this barer to his own home, 
and from thence go ty Segovia, in order to take the op- 
portunity of ſome convenience to Madrid, we purſued 
our journey, and ditcourſed of indiiferent ſubjects, He 


was a voung fellow of tome wit and humour; and 
when we had converſed together an hour, he alked how 


my ſtomach was Citpoſcd : I anſwered, that he thould 
fee at the firſt iun. Upon which he ſaid. We had 
« better make a pauſe in the mean time; I have tome- 
„ thing for breaktaft, in my wallet; for when I travel, 
I always take care to have proviſion along with me: 
« don't trouble mvicit with cloaths, linen, and other 
uſeleſs daggage ; but reviving to have nothing fuper- 
« fluous, fi; my knapſac with beiiy-timber, my razors, 
« and a waſh- ball“ I commended his prudence, and 
conſented, with all my heart, to the paute he propoſed ; 
tor | was hungry, ani reivived to make a good 2 
| whic 
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| which I could not but expect, after what he had told 


me. We turned a little out of the highway, in order 
to ſit upon the graſs, where my friend the barber took out 
his victuals, conſiſting of five or ſix onions, with a few 
cruſts of bread and cheeſe; but what he produced as 
the beſt furniture of his budget, was a little bottle full 


(as he ſaid) of delicate wine. Though our diſhes were 


not very ſavoury, hunger, being very urgent with us 


both, made them reliſh pretty well; and we emptied the 


bottle, which contained about two pints, of a fort of 
wine that I don't chuſe to boaſt much of: after which, 
we got up, and continued our journey with great good 
humour. The barber, who had been informed by Fa- 
bricius that I had met with ſome very particular adven- 
tures, defired to hear them from my own mouth; a 
ſatistaction I could not retute to a man who had regaled 
me ſo ſumptuouſly. When 1 had gratibed his curioſity, 
| told him he could do no lets, in return tor my com- 
plaiſance, than recount the ſtory of his own life.“ Oh! 
as for my ſtory, (cried he) it is not worth hearing, as 
it contains nothing but ordinary facts: nevertheleſs, 
„added he) fince we have nothing elle to do, you 
„ ſhall hear it, ſuch as it is.“ So laying, he related it, 
nearly in theſe woids. 


CHAP. Vil. The ny of the fourncyman barber. 


Erdinand Peres de la Fuenta, my grandfather, (I go 

to the fountain head} atter having been fifty years 
barber in the village of Olmedo, died, and left four 
lons, the eideſt of whom took poticilion of his ſhop, 
and {ucceeded him in the buſinets; Bertrand, the ſe- 
cond, having an inclination for trade, became 1' mercer ; 
ihomas, Who was the third, kept a ſchool; and the 
tourch, whoſe name was Pedro, feeling himſelf born for 
the belles lettres, fold a little lot of ground, which he 
hd for bis patrimony, and went to live at Madrid, 
where he hoped, one day, to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his 
wit and learning; while his three brothers did not fe- 
parate, but ſettling at Olmedo, married the daughters 
of hutbandmen, who, in lieu of fortune, brought them 
abundance of children, breedin g as if it had been fora 
5 Fx Wager, 
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wager. My mother, the barber's wife, brought ſix 
into the world, for her thare, in the firſt five years of 
her marriage, of which number I am one. My father 
taught me betimes to ſhave, and when I arrived at the 
age of fifteen, put this wailet upon my ſhoulders, and 


girding me with a long ſword, faid, “ Go, Diego, thou 


art now in a condition to gain a liveſihood: go and 
0 ſee the world; thou haſt occaſion for a little travelling, 
* to Tub thee up, and make thee perfect in thy buſinets. 
„% March, and don't return to Olmedo, before thou 
« haſt made a tour of Spain. Let me not hear from 
** thee until this be periormed.” At thete words, he 
embraced me very aitectionately, and turned me out of 
doors. 8 

Such was the behaviour of my facher at parting with 


me. But my mother, whoie manners were not quite ſo 


rough, ſeemed more affected on this occation: ſhe let 
fall tome tears, and even {iipt a ducat privately into my 


hand. Sol quitted Olmedo, and took the road to Se- 
1 3 


govia; of which, however, I had not waiked abore 
two hundred paces, when I ſtopt to examine my knap- 
fac, being deſirous of ſceing what it contained, and of 
knowing preciſely the extent of my poileflion. I found 
a caſe and two razors, fo much wore, that they ſeemed 
to have ſhaved ten generations, with a thong of leather 
to ſet them, and a lump of toap : bufides, there was a 
canvas ſhirt quite new, an old pair oi my tather's thoes, 
and, what gave me more plcature than all the reſt, 
twenty rials wrapt in a linen rag. 'I kis was my whole 
fortune, by which you may conclude, that mailer Ni- 
cclas the barber, relied a good deal on my (kill, ſince he 
lent me away ſo poorly provided. Neverthelets, the 
poticihon of a ducat and twenty rials did not fail to 
charm 2 young lellow like me, who had never before 
been maſter of coin: | believed my funds were inex- 
hauſtible, and continued my journey in a tranſport of 
joy, admiring, every moment, the hilt of my tword, 
which thumped againſt my hams, or got between my 
legs, at every ſtep. 


Arriving at the village of Atacuines, in the evening, 


very ſharp ſet, I went to lodge at an inn, and, as if I 


had been a man of fortune, called tor ſupper, with an 
| 2 1 
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air of authority: the landlord having ſurveyed me ſome 
time, and ſceing who he had to do with, ſaid, in a very 


obliging manner, ** Maiter, you ſhall be ſatisſied; we 
«© will treat vou like a prince.” 


So ſaving, he ſhewed 
me into a litile reom; where in a quarter of an hour, 
they brought me a ragout made of a ram cat, which I 
eat as greeuily as if it had been compoſed of a rabbit or 
hare. This excellent diſh was accompanied with wine, 
lo good, as he faid, that the king himſelt could not 
Nowwithitanding this elogrum, I per- 
ceived it was curtedly four; but this did not hindert me 
from doing as much honour to ir, as had already done 
to the ragout: and, to complete the treatment of a 


prince, | was conducted to a couch, more proper for 


encouraging watchtulneſs than fleep ; being a truckle- 
bed fo narrow and thort, that, little as I was, I had not 
room to lic in it with my legs extended; beſides, inflead 
of mattrals and feather-bed, it had only a wretched 
covered with a doubled theet, which had 
ſerved an kundred different travellers, at leaſt ſince the 
laſt waſhing. Neverthelets, in ſuch a convenience, my 
ſtomach iuli of ragout, ant that delicious wine which 
the landlord had recommend, thanks to my youth and 
con:titutioa, | enjoyed 2 found llecp, and ſpent the 
ight without indigeſtion. | 

Next day, after having brenktaſted, and paid fauce 
for my good cheor, | made but one ſtage to Segovia; 
and, on my t.rit arrival, had the good fortune to be em- 
ploved in a ſhop for my board and lodging: here, how- 
ever, I ſtayed but ſix months; being icauced by a bro- 
ther journeyman of my acquaintance, who longed to 


ſee Madrid; and with whom | fet out for that city. 


There I got a place en the lame terms as at Segovia, 
in a well accuitomed ſhop, much frequented on account 
of the neighbourhood of the church of Santa Cruz, 
and the prince's theatre: my maiter, two journeymen 
and I, being tcarce ſulncient to trim 211 our cuſtomers, 
who confiſted of people of all ranks, and, among o- 
thers, of players and authors. One day, two pertons 


of the laſt profcilion, being there together, began to 
dilcourle about the poetry and poets of the time, and 


hearing them mention the name of my uncle, Iliſtened 


to 
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to their converſation with great attention. Don Juan 
de Zavaleta (ſaid one of them) is an author, in my 


© opinion, beneath the public notice: a cold genius, 


« man without fancy: his laſt piece has done him 
« infinite prejudice.” And pray, © (faid the other) 
« has ever Lewis Velez de Guevara produced a good 
« work? was ever any thing more wretched than his 
« periormances?” They named a great many more 
poets, whom I have forgot. I remember only, that 
they ſpoke contemptuouily of them all, except my un- 
cle, of whom they made l:onourable mention, agreein 

that he was a lad of merit. Yes, (ſaid one ot them) 
« Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an excellent writer: his 
« books contain a delicate railiery mixed with eruditi- 


„on, which makes them agreeably ſatirical; and I am 


not at all ſurprized at his be ng eſteemed by the 
court and city, or at his receiving ſalaries from ſe— 
„ veral grandees.” * He has, indeed, (ſaid the other) 
enjoyed a pretty large income theſe many vears; 
© and as he lives with the duke of Medina Celi, and 
0 ſpends little, muſt be worth a confiderable tum of 
«© money.” | 

L did not loſe one word which the poets ſaid concern- 
ing my uncle, who, we had heard in the familv, made 
a noiſe in Madrid, by his works, ſome people travelling 
throngh Olmedo having told us fo; but as he neglected 
to let us hear from him, and feemed quite detached 
ſrom his relations, we, on our part, lived in as great 
indifference towards him. True blood is, however, 
always guided by a ſure inftin& : as ſoon as I heard that 
he was in good circumſtances, and knew where he 
ledged, I was tempted to wait upon him: though one 
thing embarraſſed me not a little ; his being called Don 


pedro by the authors. 'I'hat Don gave ſome uneaſineſs, 


and I was afraid he might be {ome otlier poct than my 
uncle. I was not, however, ſtopt by this conſideration ; 
but imagined that he might have been ennobled on ac- 
count of his wit, and therefore reſolved to go and fee 
him. For this puzpoſe, with my maſter's permiſſion, I 
dreſſed myſelf one morning, as well as i could, and 
went out of the ſhop, not a little proud of being ne- 
phew to a man who had acquired ſuch * 

8 as 
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kis genius. As the barbers are not the leaſt vain people 
in the world, I began to conceive a great opinion of 
myſelf, and, thuiting with an haughty air, enquired 
for the houſe of the Duke de Medina Ceh, where pre- 
ſenting myſelf at the gate, and ſaying, I wanted to ſpeak 
with Don Pedro de la Fuenta, the porter pointed with 
his finger to a little ſtair-caſe, at the further end of a 
court, which he bid me aſcend, and knock at the firſt 
door on my right-hand: I did fo, and (a young man 
coming out aſked it Signior Don Pedro de la Fuenta 
lodged there. Yes, (taid he) but you cannot fee him 


« at preſent.” * | ſhonid he very glad (I replied) to 
„ ſpeak with him; fer I bring him news ol his family.“ 


If you could bring him news of the pope, (faid he) 
would not introduce vou to his chamber juſt now; 
« for he is compoſing; and when that is the caſe, we 
« mutt take care not to diſturb his imagination: he 
« will not be viſible till noon ; to that you may go and 


take a turn, and come back about that time.” 


I took his advice, and walked through the city, the 
whole morning, thinking continuaily on the reception I 
ſhould meet with from my uncle, who [ imagined would 
be extremely glad to fee me: | judged of his ſentiments 


by my own, and preparing myleit for a very tender 


ſcene, returned to his lodgings, with all diligence at the 
hour preſcribed. © You are come in the very nick of 


time, (laid his valet) for my matter is juſt going out; 


« ſtay here a minute, and I will let him know you are 
«« come.” So ſaving, he left me in an outward room, 
and returning in a moment, canducted me into the 
chamber of his maſter, whole face had to much of our 


lamily air in it, that I was ftruck with the refemblance, 


and could not help thinking, it was my very uncle Tho- 
mas, whom J had leit at home. Having faluted him 


with protound reſpect, | told him I was the fon of 


matter Nicolas de la Fucata, barber in Olmedo; that I 
had worked at my father's buſineſs theſe three weeks at 
Madrid, in quaiity of a journeyman; and that I in- 
tended to make the tour of Spain for my improvement. 
While I ſpoke, my uncle ſeemed to mule, conſidering, 
in all likelihood, whether he ſhould difown me for his 
nephew, or get rid of me in a more dexterous manner. 
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He choſe this laſt method, and affecting a ſmiling air, 
ſaid, + Well, my friend, how do thy father and uncles? 
hope they are in good circumltances.” Upon this, 
I began to deſcribe the plentiful propagatioa of our 
family; 1 told him the names of all the chi!dren, male 
and temale, and even comprehended in that liſt their 
godfather: and goumothers. He did not feem to intereſt 
himſelf infinitely in my detail, but coming to his pur- 
poſe, replied, Diego, [ approve very much of thy 
reſolution to travel, in order to make thee perfect in 


6 thy protetiion ; and | adviie thee to leave Madrid as 
« ſoon as polhbie: it is a pernicious place for youth, in 


„ which thou wilt be ruined, my child: it will be more 
& for thy advantage to relive in lome oi tne other cities 
of the kingdom, where peopies morals are not fo 
«© much corrupted. Go, (added he) and, when thou 
art ready to let out, come and lee me again: I will 
give thee a pittole to help thee to make the tour of 
„Spain.“ With theſe words, he puſhed me gentiy 
out ot his chamber, and ent me about my bulineis. 
had nat ſenſe enough to perceive that he wanted to 
remove me at a cood diſtance from him; but going to 
our ſhop, gave ray inaiter an account of what had paſ- 
oa, he was as tar trom dicovering the intention of 
| Signior Don Pedto as | was, and ſaid, | am not at all 


44 


« of your uncle's opinion inſtead of adviſing you io 
« travel, he ought rather, | think, make it your inte- 
„reit to flay in this city; for, being intimate with 10 


„ many perſons of quality, he can calily 1 tettle you in 


ſome great family, and put you in a condition to 
make your fortune.“ Struck wiitt this dilcourie, 
which flattered my imagination, in two dars | went 
back to my uncle, and propoled, that he! would employ 
his credit, to procure admiilion for me into the tamnily 


«c 


1 


of {ome lord belonging to the court But this provolal 


was not at all to his likir g: a vain man like him, who 
had free acccl; to the great, and eat every day at their 
tabies, could not brouk his nephery's ſicting with the 
fervants, while he dined with their lords; in this caſe, 
little Diego would have made Signior Don Fedro biuth, 
He did not fail, therefore, to rctule my requett, and 
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that not in the moſt civil manner. How! you little 
« vigabond, (ſaid he, with a furious look) wouldſt 
« thou quit thy protetſion? go, I abandon thee to thoſe 
„ who have given thee ſuch pernicious counſel: get 
« out of iny apartment, and never let foot init again, 
„ grherwiſe | will caule thee to be chaſtifed as thou 
« deierveſt.“ Confounded at theſe worde, and ſtill 
more at the tone in which they were delivered, I retired, 
with the tear in my cve, very much affected at his harſh 
behaviour; but as [ was naturally briſk and haughty, I 
ſoon dried my tears ; my grief changed to indignation, 
and I retolved to take no turther nutice of this unkind. 
relation, without whole atliftance I had, hitherto, made 
ſhift to live. EE 

My whole thought being now bent on cultivating my 
talent, I applied to buſincts, ſhaved all day long, and in 
the evening learned to play on the guitarre, by way of 
recreation. Viv maſter tor that inftrument was an old 
Signior Eſcudero “, whote beard I trimmed, and who 
taught me muſic, which he underſtood perfectly well, 
having been formerly choitiſter in a cathedral. His 
name was Marcos de Obregon, a fave perſon, who had 
a large ſtock of ſenſe as well as experiznce, and loved 
me as well as if I had been his own child. He ſerved in 
quality of uther to a phyſician's wife, who lived within 
thirty paces of our bouſe, whither | uicd to go in the 
twilight, when we had leit off working: and ſit ing to- 
gether on the threſhold of the door, we uſed to make 2 
little concert, not at all diſagreeable to the netghbours : 
not that our voices were exquitite, but while we thrum- 


med upon the inſtrument, each of us, in our turn, ac- 
companied it with ſinging, and that was tuthcient to 
pleaſe our audience. In particular, we diverted Donna 
Mergellina, the phyſician's wife, who uted to come into 


the paſſage to hear us, and ſometimes made us repeat 
the airs that were moſt to her liking ; her huſband not 
being oftended at her enjoying this diverſion ; © though 
he was a Spaniard, and already well ftricken i years, 
he was not jealous: his projeiſion engroifed him wholly, 
and as he returned fatigued from his patients in the even- 


ng 


# Elcudero; a ſquire to wait on a gentlewoman. 
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ing, he went to bed betimes, without being alarmed at 
his wite's attention to our concerts: tis probable, in- 
deed, that he did not think them capable of making 
dangerous impreilions; and we muſt obſerve, that he 
imagined he had little or no caule to fear; Mergellina 
being young and handſome, tis true, but withal to fa- 
vagely virtuous, that ſhe could not fo much as endure 
the look of a man. He did not therefore begrudge her 
a a paſtime that ſeemed ſo innocent and honourable, but 
left us to ſing as much as we pleated. One evening 
when I came to the phyiician's door, with an intention 
to play as uſual, I found the old ſquire expecting mo, 
who taking me by the hand, (aid he wanted to take a 
turn with me, before we ſhould begin our concert; then 
leading me into a by-ſtreet, where he found we could 
talk with freedom, Son Diego, (ſaid he, with a me— 
„ lancholy air) I have fomethiag extraordinary to dit- 
« cloſe: I am atraid, my child, that we both ſhall 
« have cauſe to repent of amuſing ourſelves in the 
„ evening, with concerts at my maiter's door. | have, 
« doubtleſs, a great triendſhip tor „ou, and am very 
„ wel! pleated with having tauglit you to play upon the 
„ guitarre, and ſing ; but had | ioreſeen the mistortune 
« that threatens us, pleaſe God! | would have given 
4% you your leſſons in tome other place!” Frighrencd 
at this diſcourſe, I begged the uſher ro ve more explicit, 
and tell me what we had to tear; tor I was not 2 man 
who could brave danger; nor had 1, as vet, made the 
tour of Spain. [I will taid he) tell you what is ne- 
« ceſſary to be known, that vou may comprehend the 
« jeopardy in Which we are. When | entered into the 
« ſervice of the phyſician, which is about a vear ago, 
„he ſaid to me one morning, after having brought me 
into the preſence of his wite, * Marcos, behold vour 
„ miſtreſs: this is the lady whom vou are to attend e- 
„very where,” I admired Donna Mlergellina, 1 thought 
« her wonderfully pretty, excetlively handſome, and 
« was particularly charmed with the agreeable air that 
« diffuſed itſelf through her whole mica: „ Sir, (an- 
„ ſwered I to the phylician) I am too happy in being 
« permitted to ferve ſuch a charming lady.” Mergel- 
ina, dilguſted at my anſwer, ſaid in a paſſion, © A 
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* « pretty fellow, indecd ! methinks you take a great 
þ « deal of liberty. I want none oi your compliments— 
1 « not I.” Such words from a mouth fo agreeable, 
- | « furprized me very much; | could not reconcile this 
_ e ruſtic and intfolent manner of ſpeaking with the gentle 
; W appearance of my miſtrels: but her huſband, who 


« was uſed to it, rejoiced at his having a wife of ſuch a 
y « rare character, told me that his ſpouſe was a prodigy 
t « of virtue; and perceiving that ſhe put on her veil, 
4 — « and prepared to go to maſs, bade me conduct her to 
1 


„ church. We weie no fooner in the ſtrect, than we 


more of the fame kind, calculated tor the reformation 
of her behaviour; and after having moralized a good 
deal, I was afraid that my freedom would enrage my 
miſtreſs, and bring upon me ſome ſevere repartee : 
neverthvivis, ſhe did not rebel againſt my remon- 
ſtrance, but contented herſelf with neglecting it en- 
urely, as well as all the reſt that 1 was afterwards 
fooliſh enough to nuke, 


N « met (which is not at all extraordinary} ſeveral gentle- 

| «© men, who, ſtruck with the fine air of Donna Mer- 

« gellina, paid her a great many compliments, en paſ- 

, « fant. dhe replied to them all; but you cannot ima- 

| « gine how filly and ridiculous her anſwers were. E- 

a | « very body was aſtoniſhed, and could not conceive 

| « that there was a woman in the worid who could be 

: « diipleated with praiſe. Madam, ſaid I to her) 

N take no notice of what is ſaid to you; it is better to 

l « keep ſilence, than to ſpeak in paſſion. © No, no, 

a « (anſwered ſhe) I will let thete inſolent fellows know 

: « that] won't be treated with ditreſpect.“ In ſhort, fo 

: « much impertinence elcaped her, that I could not help | 

l « telling her my ſentiments, at the hazard of her dif- | 

| * plealure. I repretented to her, as delicately as I | 

a « could, that the perverted nature, and tpoiled a thou- | 

. „ ſand good qualitics by her favage humour; that a , 

: „woman of politene!s and good-nature, might infpire ; 

n love without the help of beauty; whereas, the hand- 

8 + tomeſt perſon in the world, without meckneſs and I 

, | * good-breeding, would become the object of con- i 

: ** tempt. I ittrengthened r1cte arguments with many ; 
$4 . 
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ed he) but to give over our concert 


At length I ſorbore to advertiſe her of her faults, 
and abandoned her to the terocity of her nature, 
Mean while, (would you believe it?) this ferocious 
diſpoſition, this haughty woman, is, within theſe two 
months, entitely changed ; ſhe is complaiſant to every 
body, and her behaviour moſt agreeable ; ſhe is not 
the fame Mergellina who made ſuch filly anſwers to 
the men that i:1d obliging things to het; ſhe is be- 
come ſenſible to praite ; loves to be called hand- 
ſome, and told that a man cannot look upon her wich 


impunity; and flattery is now as agreeable to her as 


to any other woman; the change is icarce credible : 
and, hat will ſurprize you ſtill more, you are the au- 


thor of ſuch a great miracle! Yes, my dear Diego, 


continued the uſhe:) you have metamorphoſed Donna 
Mergclliaa in this manner, and converted that tigreſs 
into a lamb. In one word, you have attracted her 
notice: I have perceived it more than once, and I am 


very much miſtaken in the fex, if ſhe has not con- 


ceived a mctt violent paſſion ior you. T his, my child, 
is the fad piece of news I had to diſcloſe, and the 
troubleſome dilemma in which we are. 

* I can't fee (hnfd I to the old man) that we have fo 
much cauſe to be aliced at this affair, or that it is 3 


misfortune for me to be beloved by a handſome lady.“ 
Ah, Diego! (he replied) you talk like a young man: 


you look only at the bait, without perceiving the hook; 


you conũder only the pleaſure, but I foteſee the diſ- 


agrecable conſequences. All wili come to light in the 
end. Ii you continue coming to ſing at our door, you 
will inflame the patlion of Mergellina, who, perhaps, 
luling all reflraint, will betray her weakneſs betore hie 
hutband do&or Oloroto ; and he who appears fo com- 
platiznt at preient, becauſe he believes he has no rea- 
ton to be jealous, will become turious, revenge him- 
ſelf upon her, and in all probability, make boch you 
and me feel the effects of hi; rage.” © Why truly, 


| (faid i) Signior Marcos, your trealons are convincing, 


and I ſubmit myfelf wholly to your advice; give me, 
therefore, directions how to behave, in order to pre- 
vent milchief,” © We have nothing to do, (anſwer- 
: Ippear no more 

„ betore 
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« hefore my miſtreſs ; and when you are no longer ſeen, 
« ſhe will retrieve her quiet. Stay at your maſter's houſe, 
« whither | will come, and we will play upon the gui- 
« tarre, without danger.” * With all my heart, (faid I) 
« and I promile never to ſet foot within your door 
« again.” I refolved in good earnelt to be as good as my 
word, and for the future, to keep myſelf cloſe in the 


ſhop, ſince the ſight of me was fo dangerous. 


In the mean time, honeſt Marcos, with all his pru- 
dence, found, ina very few days, that the means he had 
conttived to extinguith the flame of Donna Mergellina, 
produced a quite contrary eitect. "This lady, not having 
heard me fing lor two nights ſuccellively, aſked him, 
why we had ditcontinued our concert, and tor what rea- 
ſon I no longer appeared? He replied, I was ſo buſy, 
that | had not a moment to beſtow on my pleaſure. She 
ſeemed ſatistied with this excule, and for three days more 
ſupported my abſcnce with fortitude enough; but at the 
end of that time, my prince!s loſt ail patience, and ſaid 
to her {Uuire, * You deceive, me Marcos; Diego muſt 
have tome other teaſon for not coming hither : there is 
„ ſome myſtery in it, which I mutt have explained: 
„ ſpeak theretore, I order you, and conceal nothing of 
4 the truth.” © Madam, (antwered he, making ute of 
another expedient) ſince you muſt know the truth, I 
will tell you, that he commonly Hund tupper over, 
when he went home, after our concert; and he does 
not chooſe to run the riſk of going to bed with an 
empty fomach ?” + How ! with an empty ſtomach ? 
(cried he, with marks of uneatinets,) why had not you 
told me this fooner? Go to bed tupperlets ! poor 
baby! Go to him inflantly, and being him hither this 
very evening, Ile than't 20 home wita an empty 
ſtomach: there ſhall always be a plate of ſomething 
te:erved for him.“ 
hat do I hear ? (fad the uſher, affecting ſurpriſe 
at het (i1icourſe) Heavens, what a change! is it you, 
madam, that talk thus? How long have you been thus 
gentle and compatlionate 7” „ How long! (replied 
ſie, hatlily) ſince your abode in this houſe ; or rather 
lince you condemned my diſdainful carriage, and labour- 
ed to ſoften the rouzhnets of my behaviour. But alas! 


(added 


ks 


— 


c 
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(added ſhe, in a melting ſtrain,) J have paſſed from one 
extremity to another! from being haughty and inſenſible, 
I ͤam become too ſoft and tender! | love your young 

Friend Diego, in fpite of all my efforts to the contrary ; 
and his abſence, inſtead of weakening, adds new vigour 
to my love! — Is it poſſible (ſaid the old man) that a 
« lad who is neither handſome nor genteel, ſhould be the 
object of ſuch a violent paſſion? I would forgive your 


« ſentiments had they been inſpired by fume gentleman of 


« ſhining accompliſhments.” Ah, Marcos | (ſaid Mer- 
| interrupting him) I don't reſemble the reſt of my 
x or rather, notwithitancing all your long experience, 
you are but little acquainted with women, if you think 
that merit always determines their choice. If | may be 
allowed to judge by myſelf, deliberation has no ſhare in 
their engagements: love is a diſorder of the mind, b 
which we are involuntarily dragged and faſtened to the 
object — ĩt is a diſtemper by which we are ſeized as dogs 
are with madneſs : ceaſe therefore to repreſent Diego as 


unworthy of my tenderneſs: let it ſuffice that my love 


finds in him a thouſand good qualities which eſcape your 
notice, and, perhaps, only exiſt in my imagination. It 
is in vain for you to tell me, that neither his features nor 
his make deſerve the leaſt attention. He ſeems to me 
born to captivate, and fairer than the day! befdes, he 
has a ſweetneſs of voice that charms me, and in my opi- 
nion plays on the guitarre with a grace peculiar to him- 
ſelt.” „But, madam, (replied Marcos) do you conſider 
* who this Diego is? the meanncts of his condition?“ 
Mine is not much higher than his; (laid ſhe, interrupt- 
ing him again) and if | waz even a woman ot quality, 
that ould be no objection.” 

The reſult of this converſation was, that the uſher 
thinking he ſhould make little progreſs with his remon- 
ſtrances, ceaſed to oppoſe the infatuation of his mi— 
{treſs; as an expert pilot vields to the florm that drives 
him from the port in view. He did more for the ſatis- 
faction of his patroneſs; for coming to me, he took me 
alide, and having recounted what paſſed between her 
and him; “ You lee, Diego, (added he) that we cannot 
help continuing our concert at Mergellina's door. There 
ts a necellity for that lady's ſeeing you again, my friend; 
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otherwite, ſhe will commit ſome piece of indiſctetion, 
that may do infinite prejudice to her reputation.” | was 


not hard-hearted, but told Marcos, | would in the twi- 


light repair to the place of atlignation, with my guitarre, 
and that he might go and regale his miſtrets with this a- 
grerable piece of news. In this he did not fail; and that 
pathonate inamotata was ravithed to underſtand that the 
nould have the pleature of ſecing and hearing me that 
very evening. | 

A ditagreeable accident, however, had well-nigh 


baulked her expect lation. For I could not leave the ſhop 


betore night, which, tor my ſins, was extremely dark; 
and as | groped along the ſtreet, and had got about half 
way to the place of rendezvous, I was crowned from a 
window, with the contents of a perfuming-pan, that did 


not at all delight my fente of ſmelling; though I may 


ſaſely ſay, I loit none of it, ſo exactly was I equipt. In 


this condition, I did not know what courſe to take. Had 


I returned to the ſhop, | ſhould have alforded a very di- 
verting ſcene to my comrades, and expoſed myiclt to a 


thouſand unſavoury jeſis; and I was ſhocked at the 


thought of going in this tine pickle to Mergellina : this 
laſt, however, | refolved upon, and going to the phyſi- 
cian's houſe, found the old ſquire waiting for me at the 


door. When he told me that doctor Oloroto being in 


bed, we might freely divert ourſelyes; I anfwered, I mult 
brit clean my cloaths ; and then related my misfortune : 
he ſympathized with me, and conducted me into 2 hall 
where his mittreſs was, who no ſooner learned my adven- 
ture, and taw my condition, than the grieved for me as much 
a if | had met with the greateſt misfortune ; and be- 
ſtowed a thouſand curles on the perton who had thus ac- 
commodated ine. But madam, (fail Marcos to her) 
++ moderate your tranſports; and conũder that this event 
being the pure ettcct of chance, ought not to be fo. 
deeply reſented.” * Why ſhould not 1 (anfwered 
he) deeply reſent the injury that has been done to this 
poor lamb, this dove without gall, who does not even 
complain of the outrage he has received ? O that I was 

2 man this moment to revenge it!“ 
She ſaid a thouſand things more that denoted the ex- 
ceſs of her love, which the made 2p>car no iets by her 
| actions ; 
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actions; for while Marcos was buſied in wipiag me with 
a towel, the ran to her chamber and fetched from it a 
box full of all torts of perſumes ; {weetening my cloaths 
with the ſcent of odotiferous drugs which the burned, 
and afterwards iprinkling them all over with elſences. 
'The fumigation and aiperacn periormed, this charitable 
lady went herſelf into the kitchen tor tome bread, wine, 
and flices of roaſted mutton which the had tet apart tor my 
entertainment; and obliging me to eat, took pleature in 
ſerving me, ſometimes by cutting my victuale, and fome- 
times by filling wine ; in {pire-oi all that Mares and 1 
could ſay to diſſuade her irom ſuch condeſcenſion. When 
I had ſupped, we gentlemen of the band began to tune our 
voices to our guitarres and performed a concertthat charm- 
ed Mergellina, We affected, indeed, to ſing thoſe airs, 


the words of which flattered her pation ; and it mutt be 


obſerved, that while I tung, I frequently ogled her with 
the tail of my eye, in ſuch a manner, as blew the coals of 
love; tor I began to be pleaſed with the game. Altizough 
the concert laited a long time, | was not at all tired, and 33 
for the lady, to whom the hours ſeemed minutes, ſhe would 
willingly have ſpent the night in hearing us; had not the 
old uther, to whom the minutes ſeemed. hours, put her in 
mind of its being late. I his ſhe gave him che tronb!e to 
repeat ten or twelve times; but {he had to do with one 
who was indefatigable on that tubject, and who gave her 
n9 reſt, until I was gone. This experienced perion, {ce- 
ing his miſtreſs ah2ndon<d to a tovlith patlion, was afraid 
ot ſome croſs accident; and his iear was !00n jultined : 
for the doCtor either luſpecling tome ſectet 1atrigue, or 
agitated, by the demon of jcalouſy, who had reipected 


him hitherto, took it in his head to find fault with our 


concerts, which he forbad in a peremptory manner, and, 
without giving any realon tor his diigutt, declar * that 
tor the future, he would tuifer no itrangers to come 
within bis doors. 
Marcos advertiſed me of this 8 which was 
2822 intended tor me, and mortiftied me not 2 
ittle; for | had conceived | hape | was lorry to forego. 
Nevertheleſs, that!] may act the aithful hitlorian, L will 
own that | bure my mis fortune with pati. nce. [his was 
not the cale with Mergellina, whole ſentiments were 
more 
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more inflamed than ever. 
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Aly dear Marcos ! (faid the 


to her uther) trom you alone | expect alliftance : tall up- 


on fome method. i beg of vou, to bring Diego and me 
together in private.” What do you aſk ! cried the 
old man in a rage. I 3 been already but too com— 
plaiſant; and will not undertake, by gratitying; vour litly 


pailion, to diſhonour my matter, ruin your reputation, 


an intail infamy upon myicit. I, who have always 
maintained the character ot an irteproachable domettic ! 
I will rather quit your tamily than fterve your in fuch a 
ſhametul manner.“ Ah, Marcos! (cried the lady, 
interrupting him, and frightened at his laſt words) you 
pierce my very heart, w {hen vou talk of leaving me! 
Cruel man! are you going to forſake me now, after hav- 
ing reduced me to this condition! give me back my for- 
mer pride, and that favageneſs of diſpotion you have 
deprived me oi! Why do I not ſtill poſſets thete happy 
detects, which would have prejerved my tranquillity : 

whereas, your indiicicet remonſtrances have rubbed me 


of the repote | enjuy ed! You have corrupted my morals, 


by endeavouting to correct them. — But what do | lay, 
(added ſhe) wietch that l am! v. hy do [| reprozch you 
unjuſtly! No, my tather, you are not the author of my 
mistortune, which cruel tate alone decrees! Don't there- 
fore take notice, | N you, of the extravagant dil- 


coutte that ElCape: m me! Alas! my paittion ditorders my 


underitanding ! Have pity on my weaknel*, you are all 


my comfort, and it you have any Tegard for my lite, do 


nat retulc y 4 alliſtance.“ 
At thetc words, her tears rec loubling | in ſuch a manner 


that the could not go cn, fre covered her tace with her 


O 2. 3 
handkerchiet, and threw hertelt upon a chair, like a 


perſon finking under atiucuon. Cid Narcos, who was 


perhaps the butt toul ot an uſher that ever lived, could 
not reſiſt ſuch a moving tipat, which attected him fo 
much, thit be even n: ing ed his tears with thote of his 
nitrefs and taid, with an air of tendernets, “ Ah, ma- 
dam, how bewitching you are! I am not proof againff 
your forrow ! My virtue is vanguithed, and 1 proinite you 


my afliftance. 1 am not ſurprited that love has been 
able to make you torget your duty ; when pity only has 


ſevered me from mine,” Accordingly, the uſher, in 


ſpite 
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ſpite of his irreproachable conduct, devoted himſelf very 
obligingly to tne paſſion of Mergellina, and having come 
one morning to inform me of what had happened, told 
me at parting, that he had already concerted a plan for 
procuring a tecret interview between the lady and me, 
This re animated my hope, but in lels than two hours 
after, [ received a piece of very bad news. A journey- 
man apothecary in the ne!ghbourhood, one of our cuſto- 
mers came in to be ſhaved, and while | prepared the la- 
ther, ſaid, * Signior Diego, what is the matter wich 
your friend, the old ſquire, Alarcos de Obregon ? Do you 


know that he is going to leave doctor Olo9to?” Upon 
my anſwering in the negative, he reſumed, lt is cer- 


tainly true: he is to be ditmiiled this very day: his ma- 
ſter and mine have been juſt talking on that ſubject, 
while I was by; and to the beſt of my remembrance, 
their converſation was thus: Signior Apuntador (ſaid 


«* the phyſician) 1 have a favour to atk: being diſſatisfied 


„ with an old uſher who has ferved me tome time, | 
« want to put my wife under the direction of a faichſul, 
« ſevere, and vigilant duenna.” I underſtand you, 


(faid my maſter, interrupting him) you have oc<atiun tor | 


Dame Melancia, who was my wite's governante, and 
has lived in the family theſæ ſix werks that I have been a 
widower. Tho' ſhe is very utziul to me in houſckeeping, 
J yield her to you, on account of my concern for your 


honour. You may depend upon her for the ſafety of 


your forehead : ſhe is a jewel of a duenna “, and a 
very dragon to guard the chaiticy of the female tex : 


during the whole term of twelve years that ſhe was with ; 


my wife, who, you know, was both young and hand- 
ſome, I never taw to much as the ſhadow of a gallant in 
my houſe. No, taith! it was no place for them to play 
pranks in, and let me tell you, the detunct, in the be- 
ginning, had a ſtrong propeniity to coquetty: but Dame 
Melancia ſoon reclaimed, and intpired her with a tale 
for virtuc. In a word, ſhe is a treature, and you will 


thank 


* 


* The du-nras are difcreet females of approved fidelity, to 
whoſe care tix Spanwrs womi the chaillity of thei vices and 
daughters—aa mee ah e riwiuded Hom ti, land Gf whiitunas 
freedom. 
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thank me more than once for the preſent l make of her.” 
The doctor was rejoiced at this cucomium, and Signiot 
Apuntador and he agreed, that the duenna thall this very 
day fill the place of the old uther. = 

This picce of news, which [ believed, and was cer- 
tainly true, diſturbed the ideas of pleaſure with which I 
had begun again to regale my elt; and Marcos, in the 
afternoon, conlounded them effectually, by confirming 


the report of the 232 apothecary. My dear 


Diego, (ſaid the honeſt uſher) | am very glad that doctor 
« Oloroſo has diſmiſſed me. A circumſtance that ſpares 


me a great deal of trouble: for, I not only found my- 


« ſelf engaged in a bad employment; but likewiſe un- 
« der a neceſſity of contriving tricks and ſtratagems to 
« bring Mergellina and you together in private. What 


« a dilemina had I brought mytelf into! Thank heaven, 


« ] am freed from thoſe troubleſome cares, and the dan- 
« gers that attend them. For your part, my fon, you 
« ought to contole yourſelf for the loſs of a few ſweet 
4 moments, which might have been followed by num- 
&« berleſs ſorrows.” I reliſted the reflections of Marcos, 
becauſe I no longer had any hopes; and thought no 
more of the affair. I confeſs, I was not one ot thoſe 


| ſtubborn lovers who are animated by the obitacles in their 


way: but had I been fuch an one, Dame Melancia was 
enough to make me quit my purtuit: for the character ! 
had heard of that duenna ſeemed capable of driving any 
gallant to deſpair. Nevertheleſs, in whatever colours ſhe 
had been painted to me, I learned two or three days af- 


ter, that the doctor's wite had either lulle.! this Argus, or 


corrupted her fidelity. As 1 went out to ſhave one of 
our neighbours, a decent old woman ſtopping me in the 


_ frreet, aſked if my name was not Diego de ia Fuenta : 


when I anſwered Ves. Well, then, (faid the) you 
* are the perſon I want. Come this night to Donna 
* Mergellina's door, and make tome ſignal by which you 
may be known and admitted into the houte.” © Very 
well, (faid I to her) we muſt lirit agree upon the ſignal. 
[ can mimick a cat charmingly, and will mew ſeveral 
times. That's enough (replied this ſhe-Mercury) I 
* will report your anſwer. Your ſervant Signior Diego 
** —Heaven bleſs you—How handſome you are! By St. 

Vol. I. G Agnes, 
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« Annes, it I were but fifteen years old, I would not 
« chuie to engage you tor others.” So taying, the oth- 
cious beldime went away, 
You may well think that I was furiouſly agitated by 
this meſſige. Adieu the reflection of Marcos! Iexpect- 
ed night with the utmoſt impatience, and when! thought 
doctor Oloroſo might be aſleep, went to her door, where Þ 
mewed fo loud as to be heard at a good dittance, and did 
great honour to the maſter who taught me ſuch a polite 
art. In a moment, Mergellina herſelf having opened 
the door ſoftly and let me in, ſhut it again in the tame 
manner; and we went together into the hall where our 
laſt concert was held, and which was lighted by a fmalf 
lamp that gimmer'd in the chimney : we fat down cloſe 
by one another, for the benefit of converſing more at 
our eaſe; and were both very much affected: with this 
difference, however, that pleaſure alone was the occaſion 
of her emotion; while mine partook a little of fear. My 
princeſs in vain aſſured me, that we had nothing to dread 
on account of her hutband : I was ſeized with a fit of 
ſhivering that diſturbed my joy. Madam, (taid I to 
„her) how have you been able to deceive the vigilance 
of your governante? After what I have heard of 
Dame Melancia, I did not think it poſſible for you to 
« {ind means to let me hear from you, much lets to give 
« me a perfonal interview.” Donna Meroellina, ſmiling 
at my diicourſe, anſwered, You will ceate to be fur- 
«« priſed at the private opportunity we now enjoy, after! 
„ have told zou what paſſed between my duenna and 
«© me. When ſhe came firſt into the family, my kufoand 
„loaded her with civilities, and faid to me, Mergellina, 
« | commit you to the conduct of this diſcreet gentle- 
„ woman, who is a ſummary of all the virtues: a mit- 
„ rour which you muſt always have before your 
eyes, for your improvement in wiſdom : this admir- 
able perion governed an apothecary's wife (a friend 
« of mine) twelve years; and that in inch an uncom- 
mon manner, that ſhe became a kind of ſaint, under 

her inftruction.” | 
This encomlum, which the ſevere Icok of Dame Me- 
2ncia did not belie, colt mc a world of tcars, and threw 
me into deipair, I repreſented to myſelf the any. 
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muſt hear from morn to night, and the rebukes I muſt 
every day undergo. In fort, I expected to be the moſt 
unhappy woman 1n the world: and thinking it needleſs 
to be on the reterve, in ſuch a cruel ſtate of exnectation, 
I faid to my duenna, with a retyulute air, (as foon as [ 
found myſeli alone with her) © You are doubtlefs pre- 
« paring a great many tutferings ior me; but I think 
« proper to advertiſe you beiore hand, that I have not 
« a great deal of patience ; and that I will endeavour to 
« give you as many mortifications as I can: in the mean 


« time, | declare that my heart entertains a patiion high 


« all your remonllrances ſhall not impair ; fo ou may 
« take your meatures accordingly, and redouble your 
„ vigilance, for I confeſs I will tpare nothing to deceive 
« it.” At theſe words, the grim faced duenna, (who [ 
imagined was about to give me a fample of her office) 
cleared up her auſtere countenance, and ſaid with a 
ſmiling air, I am charmed with your humour, your 
frankneſs encourages mine, and I fee we are deſigned 
for one another: Ah, my tair Mergellina ! how little are 


you acquainted with me when you judge by the cha- 


rater your ſpouſe the doctor cives me, and by this ſour 


aſpect [ aſſume ! I am to far from being an enemy to plea- 


D 


ſure, that my ſole motive for the hiring myſelf as the 


miniſter of jealous huſbands, is, that 1 may the more et- 
tectuaily ferve their handſome wives. I have long pot- 
Hed the great my{tery of diſguiſing myſelf; and 1 may 
eil myſelt doubly happy, becaute l enjoy the conve- 
nience of fin and the reputation of virtue at the lame 
time. Between you and me, this is the ſcope of mankind 
in general: virtue itfelf is too difficult to be acquiiel ; 
and therefore peopie are ſatisfied with poſſeſſing the ap- 
earance of it.” 85 | 

Leave your conduct to my direction, (added the go- 
vernante) and I warrant you, we will joon impoſe upon 


od doctor Oloroſo, who, by my troth, ſhall loon ſhare 


the fare of Signior Apuntador: for I don't fee why the 
forehead of a phyſician ſhould be more reſpected than 
that of an apothecary. Poor Apuntador ! how many 


tricks his wife and I have played him! She was 2 lovely 


creature! a good-humoured toul, heaven reſt it! I can 


allure you, the made a good ute of her youth; and did 


2 nut 
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not want abundance of admircrs, whom I introduced tg 
the houſe without ever being diſcovered by her huſband : 
look upon me therefore, madam, with a more favourable 


eye, and be perſuaded, that whatever talent the old 


ſquire might have for your lervice, you will loſe nothing 
by the change, and perhaps find me ſtill more uſeful than 
he was. | | 

I leave you to judge, Diego, (continued Mergellina) 
how much I thought myſelf obliged to the duenna, for 
this frank declaration : tor I locked upon her as a perſon 
of the moſt auſtere virtue ; to apt are people to be de- 
ceived in women. Her fincerity gained my heart in a 
moment; I embraced her in a traziport of joy, that 
convinced her how much | was charm d with my lot, in 
having her tor a governante ; and atterwards ircely im- 
parted my ſentiments to her, and begg'd that ſhe would, 
without lots of time, contrive a piivate meeting with 


you, which the has not failed to procure. This very 


morning ſhe ſet at work that old woman who ſpoke to 
you, and who is an agent whom ſhe often employ'd for 
the apothecary's wife. But the moſt pleaſant part of this 
adventure (added the, laughing) is that Melancia, un- 
derſtanding from me that my huſband commonly ſleeps 
found, has gone to bed to him, and this very minute 


_ 1upplies my place. So much the worſe, madam, (faid 
Ito Mergellina) I cannot approve of this invention: 


„your huſband may wake and perceive the cheat.“ 
« He cannot perceive it (anſwered the, with ſome pre- 
cipitation;) don't be uncaly on that ſcore; nor let 2 
«« groundleſs panic poiſon the delight you ought to en- 
« joy with a young lady who has a regard for you.“ 


Ihe old doctor's wife, obſerving that I was ſtill dif- 


may'd, notwithſtanding her aſſurance, did every thing 
in her power to encourage me; and practiſed ſo many 
different endeavours for that purpoſe, that the ſucceeded 


at laft, and I retolved to proht by the occaſion : but juſt 


as Cupid, attended by the ſports and ſmiles, was about 
tocrown my happineſs, we were ationiſhed by a loud rap 
at the ftreet-door. Immediately love and his train took 
wing, like a flock of fearful birds diſperſed by ſudden 
noite! Mergellina concealed me in a hurry under a table 


that was in che hall; and then blowing out the lamp, as 


it 
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it had been agreed upon between her governante and her, 
in caſe ſuch a croſs accident ſhould happen, ſhe went to 
the chamber where her huſband was a-bed. In the mean 
time the whole houſe rung with the repeated knocks that 
were thunder'd at the door; and the doctor ſtarting out 
of his ſleep, called Melancia.— The duenna, jumped out 
of bed, (altho' the doctor, who miſtook her for his wite, 


bid her lie ſtill,) joined her miſtreſs in the dark, who, 


feeling her, called \elancia alto, and bid her go and fee 
who knocked at the door : © Madam, (anſwered the go- 
« yernante) Jam here. Go to bed again if you pleate, 
„and I will go and fce what is the matter.” Mean 
while Mergellina, having undreſs'd, flipt into bed to the 


doctor, who had not the leatt fuipicion of the trick.— 


'Tis true, indeed, this icene was performed in the dark 
by two actreſſes, one of whom was matchlels in her way, 
and the other an admirabie proficient. 
The duenna, wrapt in a robe de chambre, appearing 
ſoon atter with a candle ia her hand, faid to her matter, 
« dSignior doctor, be to good as to rite: tae bookſeller, 
% Fernandez de Buendia, our neighbour, has fallen into 
an apoplexy, and you are deſited to go in all haſte to 
* his alliftance.” he phyſician drets'd himiclt as foon 
as he could, and went away; while his wite, with a 
looſe gown, came along with the duenna into the hall 
where | was, and drawing me from under the table, 
more dead than alive, © You have nothing to fear, Diego, 
„ (faid the) recollect vourſelt.“ Ihen, in a few words, 
ſhe told me what had happensd, and wanted to renew 
the converiation which had been interrupted ; but this 
the governante oppoled, faying, ** Madam, perhaps 
* your huiband will and the bookſeller dead, and return 
immediately. Beſides, (added the, perceiving me be- 
'* numb'd with fear) what would you do with this pour 
lad? He is in no condition to maintain the conference, 
which you had better deter till to morrow.” Donna 
Mergellina contented to this propoſal, not without re- 


gret ; ſo well did ſhe love the preſent time: and | be- 
lieve ſhe was very much mortitied, that ſhe could not 


then beſtow upon the duttor the new cap the had deſtined 
tor him. | 
(3 » As 
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As for my own part, leſs ſorty for having been baulk' 
of loves moit precious favours, than glad to be out of 
dapger. i went back to my matter's houte, where ] ipent 
the night in reficeting upon my adventure. | hefitated 
tome time about going to the place of rendezvous next 
night, having as bad an Opinion of this ſecond enterprize 


as of the fiitt: but the devil, who is always laying cloſe 


nege to us, or rather, en uch occaſions, takes poſſeſſion 
of our faculties, ſuggetted that I ſhould be a great booby 
to ſtop thort in the middie of ſuch a delightiul journey; 


repretented to my fancy Mergeilina adorned with ner 


charme, and heighten d the value of the pleaſures that 
awaited me: lo that | refoived to purſue my point; and 
fluttering myteir with the hope of behaving with more 
courage than before, I repaired in this diſpoſition to the 
doctor's door Letween eleven and twelve next night, which 
was to dark that not one [tar appeared in the fir mament. 
I mew'd two or three times, to give notice that I was in 
the ſtreet; and no body coming to the door, I not only 
repeated the ſignal, but allo mimicked all the different 
expreſſions of a cat, which a ſhepherd of Olmedo had 
taught me; and acquited mytcit io weil, that a neigh- 
bour going home, and miitaking me for one of thoſe 


animal; whote notes | imitated, took up 2 flint-ſtone be 


found at his feet, and threw it at me with his whole 
ſtrength, faving, ** Curic on the caterwauler !” | received 


the blow upon my head, which Nunn'd me fo much, 


that | had well nigh tumbled backvards, I felt myſelf 
wounded: a circumſtance fumcient to give me a dilgutt 
at g2ul2niry ; and, long my le with my blood, re- 
turned to our honie, waete I alarmed and raiſed the 
whole family. My matter examined and dreifed my 
wound, which be thengut dangerous; but it was at- 
tended with no bad conteqguence, and in three veel:s dit 
appeared. —PNuring all that time | heard not one ſyllable 
about Llcrgeiiina;z and 1t is not unlikely that Dame 
Mlelancia, in order to detach hor from me introduced her 
to ſome better acquaintance, Hut this gave me no con- 
cern; for as ſcon as I tound mytelr perfectly cured I kit 
kiadiid, in oder ty perferm my tour of Spain. 
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CHA P. VIII. Gu! Plus au his companion come 1p 
with a man, whim fey ferceive [oating cruſts of bread 
in a ſpring ; and enter into converſion with him, 


Oele Diego de la Fuenta recounted a good many mare 


adventures that had happened to bim; ; bur, in my 


| opinion, fo little worth the breath they colt, that I Gall 


pals them over in ſilence ; tho' 1 was obli; red to hear the 
recital, which was ſo * , that it brough it us as far as 
Ponte de Duera. In this vidtage we tia; hy the remaining 
part of the day; and, at th e inn where we lodged, or- 
dered for [upper a Gl 105 of cabbage-ſoup and 2 roaſted 
hare, the ipecies of which we were at great pain: to 
prove beforchand. On tue morrow, at break of Gay, 
we purſued our journey , alter haring roplent h'd our | ot 
tle with pretty 8 ood wine, and fur mk "4 our kn 2p ac 
with ſome ices oi bread, _ the halli of tle hare which 
remained from our {upper. | 
When we had gone avout two leagues, we began to 
be hungry ; and Percei\ ing ſeveral. large trees, which 
formed an agreeable ſnade in the av Ids s, about two hun- 
dred paces irom the highway, we went thither to make 
a halt, and found a . leven or eigit and twenty 
years old, loaking ſome crak in a fountain. A long 
fword lay by him on the grats, with an * lack, ot 
which he had unloaded his ſhouiders ; and, thouga he 
was poorly cloathed, he dilcovered a good ſhape and 
mizn.—\\2 accoſted him in a civil manner, upon which 
he ſaluted us wich great complailance z and preſenting 
kis cruits, alk d, with 4 [frmile, if we would be of Lis 
meſs: we antwered yes, provided he would give us leave 
to mprove the repate te, by joining our breaklaſt with his. 
He | el 0 Inſenting, we immediately produced our vic- 
tatiz, which atior: lech no unple -aling view to the {iranger, 
who cried in a tranſport of oy, * tow, gentlemen' 
* egad, there's ſtore of 3 on for the belly! 1 tee 
you are provident people: for my own part, [ leldom 
travel fo welt provided, but depend a good deal upon 
chance. Notwithſtanding my preſent tuation, hove- 
ever, | ma hy without vanity, that I ſometimes make 
a pretty brilllant appearance. — You rault know, that 
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« I am uſually treated like a prince, and have guards in 


„ my train.“ I underſtand you (ſaid * ;) you would 
intimate that you are a player. You have hit it 


 ** (replied the other ;) I have acted theſe fifteen years at 


++ leaſt; for | performed ſome ſmall parts while I was yet 
« a child.” To be plain with you, ſaid the barber, 
* (ſhaking his head) I can ſcarce believe what you ſay.— 


4 J know what fort of people the comedians are: theſe 


«« gentlemen don't travel a-foot, and dine with St. An- 
„ thony as you do: Therefore I cannot help thinking 


« that you are no more than a candle-ſnuffer.” © You 


may think of me as you pleaſe (replied the ſtage- 
1 player ;) but I affirm, that I act the very top parts, and 
among the reſt that of the lover.” —* If that be the 


« and am very proud, that Signior Gil Blas and I have 
the honour to breakfaſt with a perſon of ſuch impor- 
* tance.” 

We then began to gnaw our cruſts, and the precious 
remains of the hare, beftowing tuch rude embraces on 
the bottle, that it was empty in a very thort time ; and 
deing ſo buſy with what we were about, that we ſcarce 
ſpoke one word during the repalt ; which being ended, 
the converſation was thus reſumed : © I ai ſurprized 
** ({aid the barber to the player) to ice you in ſuch in- 
different circuriſiunce: for a llage hero, methinks 
you have a very necay appearance : youll pardon my 
« freedom.” © Your freedom! ſcried the actor) ah! 
„ truly you are little acquainted with Melchior Zapata. 
Thank heaven, | am not at all exceptious : you do mea 
pleaſure in ſpeaking fo frankly , for I myielf love to tell 
my mind without referve,—l1 fincerely own I am not 


40 


* 


14 


«4 


*« rich.—Look, (added he, ſhewing that his doublet was 
* lined with play-bills) this is the {tuff that uſually ſerves 
me for lining; and it you have any curioſity to ſee 


66 


my wardrobe, it {hall be forthwith gratified,” At the 
ſame time he took out of his knapſack an old ſuit laced 
with tinſel, a forry hat with ſome old plumes of feathers, 
a pair of ſilk ſtockings full of holes, and red buſkins very 
much worn. You ſee (ſaid he) I am tolerably poor.” 
That's what ſurprizes me (replied Diego.) So you 
„ have neither wife nor daughter? 1 have a wife, 

= *« young 


cafe, (faid my comrade) I congratulate you upon it; 


«c 
6c 
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young and handſome (ſaid Zapata;) yet I am never 
4 bit the better for it, ſo wonderfully capricious is my 
fate. I married a beautiful actreſs, in hopes that ſhe 
would not let me ſtarve; and, unfortunately for me, 
ſhe is incorruptibly chaſte. Who the devil would not 
have been deceived as I was ! there happened to be one 
virtuous woman among the ſtrolers, and ſhe mult fall 
to my lot!” © 'Fruly you have had bad luck (ſaid the 


barber :) but why did not vou marry an actreſs of the 


king's company at Madrid, in which cate y ou could not 


„ have been diſappointed ?” „ I grant it (replied the 


«6 


«6 


player ;) but a plague upon it, a little country-itroler 
dares not aſpire to thoſe famous heroines : that is as 
much as an actor of the prince's company can do; 
ſome of whom are even oblized to match in the city. 
Luckily for them, the city is weil ſtored, and they often 
light on yoke-fellows not a whit interior to thole prin- 
ceſſes who were brought up behind the fcenes.” 

Have you never endeavoured ſad my companion 
to him) to be introduced into that company? Muſt 
one have infinite merit to be admitted into it?“ — 
Good ! (replied Melchior) vou are merry with your 


infinite merit. It is compoted of twenty actors: atk 


* 


their characters in town, and you will hear them fine- 


ly handled. Nlore than one half deferve to carry the 
knaptack ſtill; but for all that, it is no eaſy matter to 
be received among them. One muſt have money, or 
powerful triends, to ſupply the want cf talent. — This 


[ ought to know, ſince | am juit come tom making a 


trial at Madrid, where I have been hocted and hits'd 
in a helliſh manner, although l defcrved to be ap- 
plauded to the ſkies ; for I roar'd, ranted, burleſqued 
nature an hundred times; and moreover, in declama- 
tion, clapp'd my clench'd fiſt to my princeſs's noſe.— 
In a word, I performed in the taſte of the great actors 
in vogue; and yet the fame audience that reliſh'd this 
behaviour in them, could not endure it in me.—You 
ſee the force of prejudice! wherefore finding myſelf 


incapable of pleaſing on that ſtage, and having no- 


thing to ſecure my reception in defiance of the town, 
Iam going back to Zamora, where I ſhall rejoin my 
wite and comrades, who are not in the moſt flouriſh- 
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« ing circumſtances. God grant that we may not be 
50 obliged to beg our way to the next town ; a misfor- 
* tune which has already happened to us more than 
ace”. 

With theſe words this prince of the drama ſprung up, 
ſnoulder'd his knapſack, girded on his ſword, and, at 
parting, e wich a theatrical air,“ Gentlemen, 
adieu! may the Gods cxhauſt their bounties on you.” 

And you, (replied Diego: ) may you, at your return to 
„% Zamora, behold your wile's condition and temper 
© changed.” Signior Zapata no tooner ſhew'd his heels 
than he began to rehearſe as he walk'd, and immedi- 
ately the barber and ! biss d. to put him in mind of his 
trial: the noiſe reaching his ears, he thought he till 

heard the cat-calla of Cladrid upon which be look d 
back, and preceiy ing that we made merry at his ex- 
Pence, far 1 deing incenſed at our buttoonry, took 
all ia good part, and continued his noiſe, burſting; into fia 
of laughter a all the way. We returned his mirth with 


our might; and getting back into the high road, pur- 
ſued our journey. 


0 H A P. IX. The con liticu in which Diego finds | 2 


family ; and an account of the rejeicings : afier which Gil 


Blas bids him farexvcl, 


T Aving fi: pt that EPS betwcen Moyados and Val» 
pueſta, 1a 2 little village hae name | have tore 
got, We ar rived next dav, about eleven o'clock in the 
lorenoon, in the pla! ain of Olmedo. dignior Gil Blas, 
„(laid my comrace! there is the place vt my nativity, 
which I cannot behold again without tranſport; ſo 
natural it is to love one's country.” „ Siguior Diego, 
(an{wered I) one who expreſſes ſuch a regard for * 
native country, might, I think, have. ſpoke of it 
little more advantageontly than you have done: O!- 
med» ſeems to bea city, 
a village. It ought, at ical? to be digaüt ed with the 
epithet of matket. tou n 4 1 beg its pardon (replied 
the barbcr;) but I muſt own, that alter having {cen 
Madrid, Tcledo, Sar2gofa, and all the great cities I 
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roxched at in n nalin my tour of Spain, 1 look * 
66 2 


and you told me it was only 
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* the ſmall ones as villages.” As we advanced into the 

plain, we thought we oblerved a great concourſe of peo- 

2 near Olmedo ; and when we were near enough to 

diſcern objects, we found ſomething to attract our at- 
tention. 

There were three tents pitched at a ſmall diſtance from 
one another, and hard-by a great number of cooks and 
ſcullions preparing a feaſt : tome laid the cloth on long 
tabies, placed under the tents; ſome filled earthen pitch- 


ers with wine; others made the pots boil, and others 


again turn'd {pits that were loaded with all for of meat: 

but what I conftidered more attentively than all the ret, 
was a great ſtage, raiſed and adorned with decorations of 
painted paper "of different colours, and gurnith' d wich 


Greek and Latin devices. The barber no ſooner per- 


ceived the in{criptions than ne ſaid, “ All theſe Greek 


+. matto's ſavour ſtrongly of my uncle Thomas, who, 


„% Vil hold a wazer, has a hand in the buſineſs; for, be- 
„ tween you and me, he is a learned man, and has a 
* power of call2:12-books by heart: his greateſt Hult is, 
„ that he incetlantly quotes paſſages from them in con- 
% verſation, which is not agrecable to every body. He- 
« ſides. (added he) my uncle has trandated a 800d many 
« Greek and Latin authors, and is quite matter of tae 
* ancients, 23 one may lee by the learned W va Rhich 
= be has mace: had 1 it not been for him, we mould never 


% have knowa that in the city of Athens chi! 5 cried 
* waen they were flog _ : we owe that Gdiicovery to 


6c his Proiounc. 4 oy ES TI ta 


After my comrade ard | had obterved all thote things 
which 1 have jentioned. we were cutigus to no the 


cauſe of ſuch preparations, and went forward to en- 
quire, when Diego recognized in the director of the 
feat, dignior 1 zomas de la Feenza, h. m hie accoled 


with great Ea Jer rnets. be e! Wol— Ma! e of | C 1 no? 3 at 


ficit, know the young barber ; 0 much was he altered 


during an abſence ot ten years: but recotecung him at 


laſt, he embraced him Ry; laying, * Want! 
do | fee thee then, Diego, my dear nephew? Do! 


5 


„ foo the returned tc the An 8 thou Arik fy 


the icht: Thou art come to teviit thy. build 
1 gods; 3 and! ACAYEN Ieitores Lace late ; and! 100 ** 9 at Py 
„ kindred ! 
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kindred! O day, thrice and four times happy! O 


dav, worthy to be mark'd with a white ſtone! A 
world of changes have happen'd, my friend, 
(purſued he :) thy uncle Pedro, the poet, has fallen a 


victim to Pluto, having died three months ago. That 


miſer, while alive, was afraid of wanting the neceſ- 
ſaries of life. Argenti pallebat amore. For tho' he 
received large penſions from ſeveral grandees, he did 


not ſpend ten piſtoles a year for his ſubſiſtence; and 


was even ſerved by a valet whom he did not main- 
tain. That fool, more ſenſelets than the Grecian Ari- 
{tippus, who ordered his ſlaves to throw away, in the 


deſarts of Afric, the riches they carried, as a bur- 


then that incommoded them in their march ;—he, 
I fay, heap'd up all the gold and filver he could ſcrape 
together; and for whom? for thoſe very heirs he 
would not to much as fee. He died worth thirty 
thouſand ducats, which thy father, thy uncle Ber- 
trand, and I, have equally ſhared among us; ſo that 
we are able to ſetile our children to our heart's deſire, 
My brother Nicolas has already diſpoſed of thy fitter 
"Thereſa, whom he has given in marriage to the ſon of 
one of cur alcaides. Connubio junxit ſtabili, propri- 
umque dicavit. Theſe nuptials perform'd under the 
mott happy auſpices, we have celebrated theſe two 


days with ſuch preparation; three tents being pitch'd 


in the plain, one for each of the three heirs of Pe- 
dro, who in their turns, bear the expence of the day. 


[ wiſh thou had'f arrived tooner, to have ſeen the be- 
gianing of our rejoicings. The day before yeſter- | 


day, when they were married, thy father gave 2 ſump- 
tuous entertainment, which was followed by a courie 
at the ring: thy uncle the mercer treated yeſterday, 


and regaled us with a paſtorai feaſt; ten of the gen- 


tecleſt ycuths, and as many handſome maidens were 


dreſs'd like ſhepherds, all the ribbons and points in his 
ſhop being employed to adorn them. — This gay com- 


pany performed ſeveral dances, and ſung a thouſand 


light and tender. catches: nevertheleſs, though no- 
thing was ever more gallant, the ſpectators did not ſeem 


to reliſh it, Which ſhews that paſtoral is quite out of 


date.“ 
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« To-day (added he) every thing is to be at my eoſt, 
„and l will exhibit to the inhabitants of Olmedo a ſhew 
« of my own invention. Finis coronabit opus. I have 
« ordered a theatre to be railed, on which (God willing) 
« ] will make my ſcholars repreſent a piece of my own 
« compoling, intitled, Ihe Diverſions of Muley Bu- 
« gentuf, King of Morocco. It will be extremely well 
« acted, becaule I have (ſcholars who declaim like the 
« players of Madrid: they are the ſoas of faſhionable 
« people living at Pennaſiel and Segovia, who are boarded 
« with me, and are become excellent actors under my 
« inftruction. Their performance will appear to be of 
« a maſterly ſtamp, ut ita dicam. With regard to the 
piece, 1 ſhall ſay nothing, that thou may'ſt enjoy the 
« pleaſure of ſurprize ; but only obſerve that it muſt 


« tranſport the ſpectators: for it is one of thoſe tragic 


« ſubjects which wake the toul by the images of death 
« they preſent to the view. I am of Ariſtotle's opinion, 


that the chief end of tragedy is to raile terror. O! if 


„had attach'd mylelf to the drama, I would have in- 


« troduced none but bloody-minded princes and heroic 
« aflaſſins on the ſcene, and would have bathed myſelf in 
gore: and in my tragedies, not only the principal per- 


„ tons, but even their guards ſhould have perith'd. —I 
« would have murdered them all, to the very prompter. 
„In a word, my taſte is horror; and we lee that ſuch 
poems captivate the multitude, ſupport the luxury of 
+ the players, and enable the author to live at his eaſe.“ 
| Juſt as he had done ſpeaking, we ſaw coming out of 
the village into the plain a great concourſe of men and 
women. Theſe were no other than the new-married 


couple, accompanied by their relations and friends, and 
preceded by ten or twelve muſicians, who, playing all 


together, performed a moſt thundering concert. We 
went up to meet them, and Diego made himſelf known; 
upon which the whole aſſembly broke out into ſhouts 


ol joy, and every one was eager to embrace him; ſo that 


he was ſutficiently employ'd in receiving their expreſſions 
of friendſhip. His whole family, as well as all who 
were preſent, having well nigh ſmother'd him with ca- 
reſſes, his father ſaid to him, Welcome, Diego; thou 
fiadeſt thy parents ſomewhat better'd in their circum- 

| E ſtances, 


| 
| 
| 
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« ſtances, my child. I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, 


but explain myſelf more particularly bye and bye.“ 


Mean while the company advancing into the plain, re- 
Paired to the rents, and lat down at the tables that were 
covered; and | and my companion whom I would not 
quit, dined with the bridegroom and bride, who ſeemed 
to be very well matched. The repaſt was pretty long, 
decauſe the ſchool- maſter had the vanity to turnith three 
courſes, in order to excel his brothers, who had not 
treated with ſuch magniticence. | 

After the banquet, all the gueſts expreiy'd impatience 
to fee the repteſentation of Signior Thomas's piece, not 
doubring (as they fnid) that the production of ſuch a fine 
genius would anſwer their molt fanguine expectation. 
Accordingly approaching the lage, be:ore which the mu- 
ficians had already taken their feats, in order to play 
| between the acts, every body, in the moſt profound ſi- 
lence, waited for the beginning. The actors appeared 
on the ſtage, and the author, with his poem ia his hand, 
ſat down on one lide, to prompt them. [t was not with- 
out reaſon that he told us the piece was trægical; for, in 
the firſt act, the king of Morocco, by way or recreation, 
tot an hundred Moorith flaves with arrows: in the fe- 
cond, he beheaded thirty Portugueſe Here, whom one 
of his captains had made priſoners of war: and in the 
third and laſt, this monarch, mad with his wits, icts 
fire with his own hand to a detach' palace, in Which 
they were hut dp, and reduces them and it to alhes. 
The Moorith flaves, as well as the Portugneſe officers, 
were hgures of ozier, very artially made; and the pa- 
lace, compoſed of paper, feemed all in a flame by an 
artilicial hrework. Ibis connnoration, accompanicd WIG 
a thoufanil doletul thricks, that ſeem'd to iffue from the 
miait of the flames, concluded the piece, and cloſed the 
ſeene in a very diverting manner. "The whole plain echo- 
ed with the appianſe that was given to ſuch a fine trage- 
dy, which juſtifed the good tatte of the poct, and thews+ 
ed that he knew how to chute his ſubject 

| thovght there was no more to be ſeen, after the dis 
vernons of Muley Bugentuf; but I was miſtaken : for 
we were adyerilicd of a new thew by the ſound of drums 
and trumpets, I his was 2 dihibution of ꝑuizes: Tho- 
| | mas 


were written the names of thoſe who were to obtain the 
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way thro' Olmedo, with four mules, on w hich he had 


GIL BLAS. 135 


mas de la Fuenta, to make the feaſt more ſolemn, haus- | 
ing ordered all his ſcholars (as well thoſe who were board- 
ed with him as the reſt) to compole, and intending to 
beſtow on thoſe who had ſucceeded bett, books bought 
at Segovia with his own coin. Immediately therefore two 
ſchool torms were brought upon the ſlage, witha preſs full 
of little books handiomely bound: then all the actor 
returned upon the ſcene, and ranged themſelves round 
Signior Lhomas, who look'd as big as the head maſter 

of a college, and held a paper in his hand, on which 


N 
i 
[ 
| 
i 
| 


prizes: this he gave to the king of Morocco, who began 
to read it with a loud voice; and every ſcholar who was 
called, going in a reſpeckul manner, receiving a book 
from the pedant, was afterwards crowned with bays, 
and ordered to {it down on one ot the benches, that he 
might be expoled to the admiration of the crowd. Ne- 
vertheleſs, how dcnrous ſoever the (chool-malter was of 
ſending home the ſpectators ſatisſied, Ee could by no 
means 1 it; becauſe having diſtributed almoſt all the 
ptizes among * boarders, as the cuſtom is, the mothers 
of ſome of the reit, being preſent, were oitended ; and 
openly accuſed the pedant of partiality, in ſuch a ma- 
ner, that this entertainment, which had hitherto been fo 
glorious for him, like to have ended in miſchicf, lite the 
teaſt ol the Lapithæ. | 
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AVI NG ſtaid ſome time with 4 young barber, 


I afterwards joined a merchant of Segovia, in his 
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tran{ported goods to Valladolid, and was returning with 
them unloaded. We became acquainted on te road, 


and he conceived | ach a trienditip for me, that he in- 
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ſiſted upon my lodging at his houſe when we arrived at 
Segovia. There he detain'd me two days; and when 
I was ready to ſet out for Madrid, along with a carrier, 
he intruſted me with a letter, which he deſired I would 
in perſon deliver, according to the direction, without tell. 
ing me that it was a recommendation. I did not fail to 
preſent it to Signior Mattheo Melendez, a wooilen-draper, 
who lived near the Sun- gate at the corner of the Trunk- 
maker's-ſtreet; and he no ſooner open d it, and read the 
contents, than he ſaid, with a complaiſant air, “ Sig- 
« nior Gil Blas, Pedro Palacio, my correſpondent, writes 
„ fo preſſingly in your behalf, that I cannot ditpenſe 
« with your lodging at my houſe. He moreover in- 
« treats me to find a place for you; and I undertake 
« the office with pleaſure, being perſuaded that I ſhall 
« find no difficulty in procuring for you a good ſettle- 
« ment.” 5 

I accepted the offer of Melendez with ſo much the 


more joy, as my finances were ſenſibly diminiſhed: but 


I did not live long at his expence ; for in eight days he 
gave me to know, that he had recommended me to a gen- 
tleman of his acquaintance, who wanted a valet de 
chambre; and that in all probability, I would be pre- 


fer d to the poſt. The gentleman coming in at that mo- 


ment. Signior, (faid Melendez, ſhewing me to him) 
« this is the young man I mentioned to you. He is a 
« youth of honour and ſobriety, and I can anſwer for 
« his good behaviour as much as for my own.” The 
cavalier having look'd at me attentively, ſaid he liked my 
countenance, and took me into his ſervice. He may 


4% follow me now, (added he! and I will inſtruct him in 


« his duty.” At theſe words he bad the merchant good- 
morrow, and conducting me into the great ſtreet juſt by 
St. Philip's Church, we entered a pretty good houſe, one 
wing of which he poſſeſs d; and going up five or fix 
ſteps of a ſtair, he introduced me into a chamber, ſe- 
cured by two ſtrong doors, which he open'd, and in the 
firſt | perceived a {mall window, grated with iron: thro 
this chamber we went into another, where there was a 
bed and other furniture, more calculated for convenience 


than ſhe w. 5 
If 


If my 
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If my new maſter conſidered me attentively at the 
kouſe of Melendez, I examined him with great ear- 
neſtneſs in my turn. He was a man turned of fifty, 
ſeemed to be ſerious and reſerved, tho' good-natured 
withal ; ſo that I conceived no bad opinion of him. He 
put ſeveral queſtions to me about my family, and being 
fatisfied with my anſwers, ** Gil Blas, (ſaid he) I be- 


« lieve thou art a ſenſible young fellow, and I am very 
glad to have ſuch an one in my ſervice. As for thee, 


thou ſhalt have no cauſe to complain: I vill give thee 
« fix rials a-day for victuals, clothes, wages and all, 
« excluſive of tome little perquiſites thou may'ſt enjoy, 
and lam eaſily ſerved; for I keep no table, but al- 
ways dine abroad. —All that thou haſt to do in a 
„ morning is to clean my clothes, and thou ſhalt be at 
„thy own Gviſpoſal during the reſt of the day: take 


(2) 


- 


for me at the door. This is all I exact.” After hav- 
ing thus preſcribed my duty, he took out his purſe and 
gave fix rials, as a beginning to fulfil articles; then go- 
ing out, ne lock'd the doors himſelf, and putting the 
keys in his pocket, © Friend, (laid he) don't follow me: 
go v.l:cre you pleaſe ; but be ture to be oa the ſtair 
* when [| return in the evening.” So faying, he left me 
to dilpole of myſelf as I ſhouid think proper. 

* In good faith, Gil Blas, (fad 1 to myſelf) thou 
cou'dtt not have found a better maſter: what! to 
light on a man, who, for bruſhing his clothes, and 
helping him to dreſs of a morning, gives me fix rials 
per day, with liberty to walk and take my diverſion, 
like a tcholar during the vacance ! Egad, this is the 


£6 


+6 


** happiett of all fituations! No wonder that I was fo 


* defirous of being at Madrid : I certainly had ſome 
_ © ſupernatural intimation of the happineſs that awaited 


me.“ [ ſpent the day in ſtroling about the ſtreets, 


diverting myſelf with looking at every thing that was 


new to me, and this gave me ſufficient employment. 


In the evening, after having ſupp'd at an eating-houſe 
not far from our lodgings, I betook myſelf to the place 
whither my maſter had ordered me to repair, and where 
he himſelf arrived three quarters of an hour after me, 
kemingly well pleaſed with my punQuality. * Very 
| 66 well, 


care only to come back early in the evening, and wait 
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« well, (faid he) this is right: T love to ſee ſervants at- 
« tentive to their duty.” So ſaving, he open'd the 
doors of his apartment, and ſhut them again 3s ſoon as 
we had got in: being in the dark, he took a tinder-box 
and ſtruck a light. by the help of which J allifted to 
undreſs him. When he was a bed, I lighted, by his 
order, a lamp that ſtocd in his chimney, and carried 
the candle into the anti-chamber, where | went to ſleep 
in a bed without curtains —Next morning he got u 


between nine and ten o'clock, and, when ] had duſted | 


his clothes, counted me fix more dels. and diſmiſs'd me 
till the evening: after which he went out allo, not with- 
out locking his doors wich great care; fo we parted a- 
gain for the remaining part ef the day 

Such was our manner of living, which | found very 
agreeable; and the beſt joke of all was, I did not know 


my maſter's name: Mel:ndez kimfe!f wa: ignoleat of . 


being only acquainted with him as a gent!:man who 
came ſometimes to his ſhop, and bought cloth of him 
as he had occaſion ſor it. Our neighbor 13 could give 
me no better in:ormation; all of them aſſuring me, that 
my maſter was utterly uaknow n to them, aitho' he had 
I'ved two years in the ward. © They =y me, that he 
viſited no-bedy in the neighbourhood ; and ome of 
them, accuttomed to make raſh inferences, concluded 
from thence, that he was no better than he ſhou'd be, 
"They went ſtill farther, ſuſpected him to be a {ty of the 
king of Portugal, and charitably advertited nic of the 
ſuſpicion, that 1 might take my mcatures n 
1 was diſturbed at this advice; and rcfictted, hat if 
the thing was to, | ſheuld run the rilk ol citing the 
priton oi Madrid. I could not conhde in my innocence, 
my paſt mislortunes having taught me to dicad juitice ; 
for i had found by experience, that it ſhe does not put 
the innocent to death, the at leaſt treats them with fo 
little holpitality, that her lodgers are always in a very 
melancholy ſituation. 

In fuch a delicate conjuncture conſulted Melendez, 
who did not know how to advie me; {ur if he could 
not believe that my mater was a ſpy, on On other hand, 
he had no certain reaſon to think other ile: wo that 1 
Telolved to oblerve my patron 3 and to _ 

im, 
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him, if 1 ſhould perceive that he was undoubtedly an 


enemy to the ſtate; but J thought prudence, and the 


ealinels of my place, required that I ſhould be firſt per- 


fectly ſure of his practices. With this view I began to 
keep a ſtrict eye over his actions; and in order to found 
him, © Sir, {taid I, one evening, uh ile I undreſs'd him) 
« One Coes not kao how to live, fo as to avoid ſlander : 

« the world is very malicious, and we, among others, 
« are very little obliged to our neighbours. Lon can- 
« not guels in hat manner the malicious creatures talk 
« of us. — Right, Gil Blas, (anſwered he:) but 
« what can they ſay of us, child?“ „ Ah! truly (I 


« replied) icandal never wants matter. Virtue herſelf 
& furniſhes lood tor it. Our neighbours wy that we 


« are dangerous people, and deſerve to be taken notice 
« of by the government. In a word, you are thought 


„„ tobe a ſpy tor the king of Portugal,” While I pro- 


nounced theie words, | look d hard at my maſter, as 
Alexander * eyed his phyſician ; and employing all my 
penetration to diſcover what effect my report produce d 


in him, thought [ obicrved an emotion that too well a— 


greed with the conjectures of the neighbourhood, and 
he fell into a fit of muſing. upon which ] did not put 
the moſt favourable conſtruction: but he tocn tecovc ted 
himſelt, and ſaid with an air of tranquility, “ Gil Blas, 
„ let our neizhbours think as 2 Lr without 
making our peace depend on their imeginations; and 
« fince we vive them no Caule to hit! 2mitz of us, let 
their opinion give us no uneatinets.” 

Upon this he went to bed, ind I followed his ex- 
amplc, without _— what to think of the matta r. 
Next day, juſt as We were going out in the morning, we 
heard a loud rap at the outward door * my matter o- 
pened the other, and loching tare the ſmall grate, jaw 
a decent fort of a man at it, who taid, “ Signior cava- 
lier, 1 am an ajguazil, and come hither to tell you, 


* Alexander the great having received a letter, intimating that 
his Wer an inter ꝗded to NY on b. III. took the ng ted eine v. hich 
he prefcribed, ard twnllo! wing 8 without Le italien, put the letter 
in o the uthes de d perſon's band, fixing his ces !! idk. ity upon hira, 
vaiteke read 5 in order to Dea, Lu bis COUNLRLAnce, the ſians 
er innccence Cr gullt. 
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that the corregidor would ſpeak with you.” © Whar 


« does he want with me?” (replied my patron) © That 
« I am ignorant of, Signior, (ſaid the alguazil;) but if 
« you will take the trouble to go to his houſe, you will 
„ ſoon know.“ I am his moſt humble ſervant, (re- 
* ſumed my maſter ;) but have no manner of buſineſs 
« with him.” So ſaying, he ſhut the ſecond door; and 
having walked up and down for ſome time, like one a- 


larmed at the diſcourſe of the alguazil, put fix rials into 
my hand, ſaying, * Gil Blas, thou may'tt go out, my 


« friend. I do not intend to go abroad ſo early, and 
have no further occaſion for thee this morning.“ 


Theſe words made me believe, that the fear of being 


apprehended obliged him to ſtay at home: fo that when 


I left him, in order to fee if my ſuſpicions were unjuſt, | 


1 hid mytelf in a place from whence I could fee him, if 
he ſhould come out; and ſhould have had the patience 
to ſtay there the whole morning, had he not ſpared me 
that trouble. But an hour after, I faw him walking in 
the ſtreet with an air-of aſſurance, that at firſt con- 
founded my penetration; but, far from being duped by 
thoſe appearances, I diſtruſted them, having no tavour- 
able opinion of the man. I look d upon his compoſure 
as à piece of affectation, and even imagined that his 
remaining at home was with a view of ſecuring his gold 


and jewels; and that, in all probability, he would con- 


ſult his ſafety by immediate flight. I did not expect to 


ſee him again, and heſitated about going in the evening 


to give my attendance at the door; ſo ſure | was that 
he would quit the city inſtantly, to eſcape from the 
danger that threaten'd him. I did not fail, however, 
of being there; and, to my utter ſurprize, my- maſter 

returned at his uſual time, went to bed without ſhewing 
the leaſt uneaſineſs, and got up next day with the lame 
tranquillity. „„ 

When we had done dreſſing, ſomebody knocked at 


the door; upon which, my maſter looking thro' the 


grate, perceived the ſame alguazil who had been there 
the preceding day, and aſked what he wanted. Open, 
% (anſwered the alguazil) here is monſieur the 2 
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« dor *.“ At this formidable name, my blood froze 


in my veins! for I was curſedly afraid of theſe gentle- 


men fince J had paſſed through their hands; and wiſhed 


that moment to be an hundted leagues from Madrid: 


but my patron lets afraid than I, opened the door, and 


received the judge with great reſpect. * You ſee, (ſaid 
« the corregidor to him) I do not come to yonr lodg- 
« ings with many attendants, being deſirous of doing 


* every thing with as little noiſe as poſſible: and I be- 


« lieve that you delerve this reſpect, notwithſtanding 
« the ugly reports that are ſpread of * Tell me, 
« therefore, your name, and buſineſs at Madrid ?” 
« Signior, (repiied my maſter) I was born in New Ca- 
« ſtile, and my name is Don Barnard de Caſtel Blazo: 
« with regard to my buſineſs, I divert myſelf in walk- 
« ing, ircquenting ſhews, and enjoying the agreeable 
« converſation of a few ſelect friends. Doubtleſs 


« (ſaid the judge) you have a great income. No, 


« Sir, (reſumed my patron, 1 him) I have 
4 neither rents, lands, nor houſe.” How do you live 
« then? (replied the corregidor.”) “ On that which 
% you ſhall fee, (ſaid Don Barnard ;”)—at the ſame 
time, he lifted up a hanging, opened a door which I 
had not before obſerved, then another behind that, and 
carried the judge into a cloſet, where he ſhewed him a 


great truak hiled with pieces of gold. 


Then he went on; * Signior, you know that the 
« Spaniards are enemies to work: nevertheleſs, how a- 
verſe ſoever they may be to trouble, | may tately ſay 
that I excel them all in that particular: having a fund 
« of lazineſs that renders me incapable of any manner 
« of employment. If Ihad a mind to dignity my vices, 


« I would call this lazineſs a philoſophical indolence, 


the work of a mind weaned from every thing that is 
% moſt ardently purſued in life. But I will frankly own 


that I am conttitutionally idle: and fo idle, that if I 


was under a neceſſity of working for my livelthood, 
I believe J ſhould let myſelf die of hunger. With a 
view therefore, tc lead a lite agreeable to my humour, 


The corregidor is the chief civil mag Prate in every city of 
Spain, appoiatcd by the king. 
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to free myſelf from the trouble of managing my e- 
e ſtate, and above all things to fave my ſelf the plague 
© of a ſteward; | have converted my whole patrimony, 
4 conſiſling of ſeveral confiderable inheritances, into 
« ready money. In this trunk ate fiſty thouſand ducats; 


« more than I ſhall ever have occaſion for, was I to * | 


« another age: for I don't ſpend a thoutand a year, and 
«© am already turned of fifty. I am not at all afraid of 


« what is to happen; for thank heaven, I am not ad- 


«« dicted to any one of the three things which common. 
ly bring men to ruin: | am not a ſlave to my ttomach, 
I play only for amuſement, and am quite cured of 
« women. So, that I am under no apprehenſion of 


« being ranked in my old age, among thoſe voluptuous 


*< dotards who purchaſe the favours of courtezans at an 
extravagant price.“ | 

What a happy man you are! (ſaid the corregidor) 
« you are very unjuttly ſuſpected of being a ſpy ; that 
office being very unfit for a perſon of your character. 
« Proceed, Don Barnard, (added he) continue the lite 


you now lead; and far from diſturbing your happi- 


« nels, 1 declare myſelf the guardian of it; 1 beg 
% the favour of your friendſhip, and offer you mine in 
« return.“ Ah Signior! (cried my maſter, pene- 
« trated with theſe obliging expreſſions,) I accept the 
precious offer you make, with equal joy and reſpect: 
* for in vouchſating me your friendihip, you increaſe 


„ my wealth and crown my felicity.” After this con- 


verſation, which the alguazil and I overheard at the 
cloſet-door, the corregidor took his leave of Don Bar- 
nard, who could not enough expreſs his gratitude ; 
while I, to ſecond my matter, and affiſt him in doing 
the honours of the houſe, overwhelmed the alguazil 
with civilities, making a thoufand profound bows, 
though in the bottom of my foul, I harbourcd that 
diſdain and averſion which every man of honour has 


tor one of his occupation. 
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CHAP. II. The affonihment of Gil Blas, when be 
met Captain Relando at Madrid, and the curious things 
awhich that rel den recounted ts lim. 


ON Barnard de Caſtil Blazo, after having waited 
upon the corregidor to the firect, returned with 


all expedition, to lock his ſtrong box and all the doors 


that ſecured it. Then we went out both very well fa- 
tizhed ; he for having acquired a powerful friend, and I 
for being now enſured in my fix rials a day. "The de- 
fire | had to recount this adventure to Melendez, made 
me take the road to his houſe, which when I had al- 
moſt reached, I perceived captain Rolando! I was con- 
founded at finding him in this place, and could not help 
ſhivering at fight of him! He knew me at once, ac- 
coſted me very gravely, and preſerved ſtill his air of 
ſuperiority, ordered me to follow him. I obeyed with 
fear and trembling, ſaying to myſelf, © Alas! he will, 
doubtleſs, make me pay what I owe him. Whither 
will he lead me? perhaps to fume ſubterranean abode 
in this city. A plague upon it! If I thought fo, I 
would let him fee in a hurry, tkat I have not got the 
gout in my toes.” A; I walxed behind him, I reſolved 
to take particular notice of the place where he ſhould 
ftop, from which [ propoſed to ſcamper off as faſt as 
my legs could carry me, ſhould it ſcem in the leaſt ſuſ- 
picious. | 

But Rolando ſoon baniſhed my fear, by going into a 
noted tavern, whither I iviiowed him; and where he 
called for the belt wine, and beſpoke dinner; in the 
mean time, we went into a room by curſeives, where 
the captain ſpoke in this manner. 'I'kcu mult be 
„ ſurprited, Gil Blas, to meet thy old commander in 
this place; and wilt be more fo ſtill when thou ſhalt 
hear what 1 am going to relate: That day on which 
Tieit thee in our tubterrancan retreat, and ſet out for 
Manlilla with my whole company, in order to dit- 
pete of the mules and horſes which we had taken 


of the corregidor of Leon in his coach, accompanied 
* by four men on horſeback well armed. We made 
«© two 


the preceding day, it was our fortune to meet the ſon 


— _ —_ 
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two of them bite the duſt, and the others betake 


«« themſelves to flight; while the coachman, afraid of 


«6c 
« 
cc 


his maſter's lite, cried, in a ſuppliant voice, O dear 
gentlemen! in the name of God, do not kill the 
only ſon of the corregidor of Leon. My people did 
not at all relent at theſe words, which on the contrary, 
inſpired them with fury : Gentlemen, (ſaid one a- 
mong us) let not the fon of our mortal enemy eſcape ; 
how many people of our profeſſion hath his father 
put to death? Jet us avenge them now, and ſacrifice 
this victim to their manes. The reſt of my men ap- 


proved of this propotal ; and even my lieutenant pre- 


pared to act the high- prieſt in this ceremony, when 
I held his hands; faying, ſtop, at your peril, Why 
ſhould we ſhed blood unneceffarily ? Let us be ſatis- 
fied with the purſe of this young man, whom (ſince 
he makes no reſiſtance) it would be the utmoſt bar- 
barity to kill: beſides, he is not accountable for the 
actions of his father, who does no more than his 
duty, in condemaing us to death : jutt as we do ours, 
in rifling travellers on the highway. | 

« My interceſſion was far from being unſerviceable 
to the corregidor's fon, from whom we took nothing 


but his money; and having carried off the herſes ot 
the two men we had flain, we fold them together 
with our own, at Manſitia; then returning to out 


cavern, which we reached next day be:ore it vas 
light, we were not a little aſtonithed to find the trap- 
door lifted up; and our furprite redoubled when we 


ſaw Leonarda fettered in the kitchen. Being briefly 


informed by her of what had happened, we won- 
dered how thou conld'tt outwit us, never having 
thought thee capable of playing ſuch a clever trick, 
and we forgave thee on account of the invention. 
Having untied our cook-maid, and given orders to 
dreſs victuals for us, we went to lock atter our horſes 
in the ſtable, where the old negro, who had received 
no ſuitenance for four and twenty hours, as at the 
laſt gaſp. We would have given him all the alli tauce 
in our power; but he had loſt his tenic;, and was 
otherwile fo low, that notwithſtanding our good- will, 


did 


we left the poor devil in the clutches of death. This 
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à did not deprive us of our appetite, which having 


« ſatisfied with a ſumptuous meal, we retired to our 


66 


ſeveral chambers, and flept the reſt of the day: when 


« we got up, Leonarda let us know that Domingo was 


66 


6 


no more, upon which we carried him to the cellar, 
where thou mayeſt remember thy bed was, and there 
performed his funeral obſequies, as if he had enjoyed 


« the honour of being our companion. 


cc 


« 
66 
10 


« Five or fix days after, it happened, that intending 
to make an excurſion, we one morning, on the ſkirts 
of the wood, fell in with three troops belonging to 
the holy brotherhood, who ſeemed waiting in order 
to attack us. As we perceived only one of the 
three at. firſt, we deſpiſed it, tho' more numerous 
than our company, and attacked it accordingly ; but 
while we were engaged with this, the other two 


which had found means to keep themſelves hitherto 
concealed, ruſhed upon us, io ſuddenly, that our 


valour was of little or no ſervice, and we were under 


a neceſſity of yielding to the numbers of the toe. 
Our lieutenant and two of our men fell on the field, 
while the two that remained and I were to hemmed 
in and overpowered, that we were taken priſoners; 


and while two of their troops conducted us to Leon, 


the third went and deſtroyed our retreat, which had 


been diſcovered as follows: a peatant of L. uceno crot- 
fing the foreſt in his return home, perceived by acci- 


dent the trap-door of our cavern litted up, that very 


day, on which thou madeſt thy e!cape with the lady; 
and ſuſpecting that it was the place of our abode, 
had not courage to go in, but contented himtelf 
wich taking a good obtervation of the piace, which 
the bettet to mark, he cut off with his knile thin 
ſlices of bark from the trees at tmall dittances as he 
went along, until he had got quite out of the wood; 
then repairing to Leon, impartæd his ditcovery to the 
corregidor, who receiving it with ſo much the more 
joy, as his ſon had been robbed by dur company, at- 
ſembled three troops in order to apprehend us, and 
the peaſant was their guide. g 


* My arrival furniſhed a thew for all the inhabitants 


«c 


of Leon: had I been a Portugueſe general made pri- 
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66 


ſoner of war, the people could not have been more 


«« eager to ſee me. Behold, (ſaid they) behold the 


famous captain who was the terror of this coun 

and who, with his two comrades, deſerves to have 
the fleſh torn from his bones with red-hot pincers.” 
Being carried before the corregidor, he began to in- 
ſult me, ſaying,” © Well, miſerable wretch ! heaven, 
wearied with the diforders of thy lite, at laſt reſigns 
thee to my juſtice.” Sir, (replied I) if my crimes 
are manifold, at leaft, I cannot reproach myſelf with 
the death of your only ſon, whote lite I preſerved, 


for which you owe me ſome acknowledgment.” 


Ah miſcreant! (cried he) people of thy character are 
not entitled to the privileges of honour : and even if 
I had a mind to fave thy lite, the duty of my office 
would not allow me.” Having ſpoke to me in 
this manner, he ordered us to be impritoned in a dun- 
geon, where he did not let my companions linger 
long: for they went out in three days, to act their 
laſt tragical ſcene in the market-place. As for me, 
I remained three whole weeks in jail, imagining that 
my puniſhment was deferred in order to make it more 
terrible; and was in expectation of a death altogether 
new ; when the corregidor ordering me to be brought 
into his preſence, faid, Litten to thy tentence—Thou 
art free. Had it not been for thee, my only ſon 
would have been murdered on the high-way. As a 
father, I was willing to acknowledge this piece of 
ſervice, but not having it in my power to acquit thee 
as a judge, I have wrote to court in thy behalt, fol- 
licited thy pardon, and obtained it. "Thou mayeſt go 
then whither thou ſhalt pleaſe. But (added he) take 


my advice, reflect ſeriouſly on thy ill-ſpent life, and 
from henceiorth quit the profeiſion of robbery.” 


« [| was deeply affected with thele words, and took 
the road of Madrid, reſolved to turn over a new leaf, 
and live honeſtly in that city. I found my parents 
were dead, and their eſtects in the hands of an old 


relation, who gave me ſuch a faichiul account of it, 


as guardians commonly do ; all that I have been able 
to touch, being no more than three thouſand ducats, 
which in all probability, is not above one 2 
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what is my due, But what courſe could I take? 
I ſhould gain nothing by going to law: therefore to 
avoid idleneſs, I have purchaſed the place of an al- 
guazil. My brethren, out of decency, would have 
oppoſed my admiſſion, had they been acquainted 
with my ſtory, which Juckily they were ignorant of, 
or pretended to be fo, which is the ſame thing; for 


in that honourable corps it is the buſineſs of every 


individual to conceal his own exploits: thank heaven! 
not one of us can juſtly reproach his fellow : fo that 
it may be ſaid of the fraternity, The devil may take 
the beſt. Nevertheleſs, my friend, (added Rolando) 


« ] will now diſcloſe the bottom of my foul: the pro- 
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feſſion which I have embraced, is not at all to my 
liking; it requires a behaviour too delicate and my- 


ſerious for me; ard whatever tricks we practiſe, muſt 


be very crafty and fecret. O how TI regret my old 
profeſſion! I grant, there is more ſafety in this new 
employment: but there was more pleaſure in the o- 


ther, and liberty is my delight. In all likelihood T 


ſhall get rid of my office, and fet out one morning 
for the mountains at the ſource of the river Tagus, 
where I know there is a retreat inhabited by a nu- 
merous company, chiefly of Catalonians; (that i- 


making their elogium in one word) if thou wilt ac- 


company me, we will go and incteaſe the number of 


theſe great men: I ſhall be ſecond captain in their 
company; and will for thy better reception, atfure 


them that I have leen thee ten times engaged by my 
fide ; I will extol thy valour to the ſkies, and ſay more 
in thy praiſe than a general favs of an officer whom 
he wants to promote. I will take care not to mention 
a word of the trick thou haſt plived, becauſe ir 
would make them ſuſpicious of thee: the adventure 


ſhall therefore be concealed. Well, (added he) art 


thou ready to follow my fortune? I wait tor thy re- 


ply.” 


So many men, ſo many, minds, (ſaid I to Rolando) 
you are born for hardy deeds, and 1 for a quiet and 
eaſy life.” * O! I underſtand you, (cried he, in- 
terrupting me) the lady whom love pertuaded you to 


reſcue, ſtill keeps poſſeſſion of your heart, and doubt- 
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« leſs you lead a happy lite with her in Madrid : con- 


« feſs Mr. Gil Blas, that you have taken lodgings for 
« her, and ſpend together the piſtoles which you car. 
« ried off from the ſubterrancan retreat.” I told him 
that he was miſtaken, and that in order to undeceive 
him, I would, while we ſhould be at dinner, relate the 
ſtory of the lady: this I did accordingly, and informed 
him of all that had happened to me, fince I quitted the 
company. Towards the end of our repaſt, he reſumed 
the tubje& of the Catalonians, owned that he was de- 
| termined to join them, and made a new attempt to en- 
gage me in the ſame reſolution. But finding that I was 


not to be perſuaded, he darted a ſierce look at me, fay- 


| ing in a very ſerious ene, Since thou haſt ſuch a 
« groveling ſoul as to prefer thy ſervile condition to the 
4 honour of aſſociating with men of courage, I aban- 


« don thee to the baiencls of thy inclinations: but li- 
& ften to the words 1 am about to pronounce, and let 


* them remain engraven on thy memory: forget that 
* thou haſt met me to-day, and never talk of me from 
« henceſorth : for if ever I ſhall hear that thou ſo much 
as nameſt me in converſation—thou knoweſt me 
« will ſay no more.” Having thus expreſſed himſelf, 
he called to pay, diſcharged the bill, and we got up in 
order to part. | 


CHAP IH He diſmsiſ.4 I Don Parnard & 


Caſti. Blazo, and enters into the fer vice of à bean. 


S we went out of the tavern, and were taking leave 
of one another, my maker happeuing to pals, 
ſaw me, and 1 perceived, locked hard at the captain, 
which made me believe that he was ſurpriſed to find 
me acquainted with ſuch a figure Certain it is, that 


the appearance vi Rolando could not prepotle!: people | 


in his favour: for he was a very tall fellow wich a long 


viſage and hook-nole ; and though not ugly, had very 


much che air of a rank harper. 

| was not deceived in my coniccures ; fer in the even- 
ing, 1 found Don Barnard Qiill harping on the captain's 
figure, and extremely well diſpoſed to believe all the 
finz things I could have ſaid of him, had not my _ 
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been ſhut. ** Gil Blas, (ſaid he) who is that tall ſpun- 


ger in whoſe company | faw thee to-day?” Ireplied, 


57 


« he is an alguazil; and thought he would reſt ſatisfi- 
ed with that anſwer: but he aſked a great many other 
queſtions; and as [ appeare«| embartalſed, becauſe I 
remembered the threat of Rolando, he broke the con- 
verfation abruptly, and went to bee. Next morning, 
when 1 had done my duty as uſual, inſtead of ſix rials, 
he gave me as many ducats; ſaying, © Hold, my friend, 
« here is what | give thee for having ſerved me hitherto: 


go, and {eek for another place, tor | cannot put up 


« with a fervant who has ſuch honourable acquain- 
« tances.” I took it in my head to pretend in my own 
juſtification, that my acquaintance with the alguazil 
was occalioned by my having preſcribed tor hun, while 
practiſed phylic at Valladolid. “ Very well : (replied 


« my matter} that's an ingenious evaſion: but thou 


„ ſhould'it have thought of it laſt night, and not have 


« been fo much diiconcerted.” „ vir, (added 1) I 
thought it would be imprudent in me to tell it: and 


that was the cauſe of my conſuſion“ „ O!] turely 


(replied he, clapping my thoulders gently) you have 
« been very prudent ; | did not think thou hadit been o 
« cunning. Go, child, I have no farthet occaſion ior 
* thee.” | 


| went inſtantly to inform Melendez of this piece of 


bad news, who told me for my contolation, that he in- 
tended to introduce me into a better family; and ac- 
cordingly, a tew days after, * Gil Blas, my triend, 
* (laid he) you don't know what good news I have to 

tell you; you are going to enjoy the moit agreeable 
po't you could deſiie; tor I will ſetde vou with Don 
Matthias de vilva, a man of the firſt quality, and 
one ot thoie young lords who go under the denomi- 
nation of beaus: he does me the honour to buy 
cloth of me: on truſt, indeed; but there is nothing 
to be lott by people of his rank: for they commonly 
marry rich heireſſes who pay their debts: and even 
it that ſhould not happen, a tradeſman who under- 
ſtands his buſineſs, ſells always fo dear that he can 


ſteward of Don Matthias is my particular friend. 
H 3 | « Let 


afford to lote three tourths of his bargain. The 
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Let us go to him now; he will himfelf preſent you 
to his maſter ; and you may depend upon it, he will 
% for my fake, treat you with uncommon regard.” 

In our way to the houſe of Don Matthias, the mer- 
chant ſaid, lt will not be amiſs, I believe, to give 
you ſome information of the character of this ſteward, 


« whoſe name is Gregorio Rodriguez. Between you 


and me, he is a man of no family, who finding him- 


„ ſelf born for buſineſs, followed the bent of his ge- 
„ nius, and enriched himtelf with the pillage of two 
„families which he ferved in quality of ſteward. I 
« aflure you he has a great deal of vanity, and loves to 
« ſee the reſt of the ſervants criage to him. "They muſt 
+ acdrels themſelves to him firtt, when they have the 
« leait favour to alk of their mafter, for ſhould it hap- 
pen, that they obtain it without his intereſt, he has 
always expedients in readineſs by which it will either 
„ be revoked or rendered ineffectual. Remember this, 
«« Gil Blas, in the regulation of your conduct: pay 
your court to Signior Rodriguez, preferable to your 
+ matter himſeif, and do all that lies in your power to 
pleaſe hin: his friendſhip will beſtead you much; ne 
*« will pay your wages punQually ; and if you are dex- 
terous enough to acquire his confidence, he may give 
*« you ſome pretty bone to pick. out of the number he 
has in his poffeion. Don Matthias is a young lord 
«« who minds nothing but his picaſure, and would not 
% for the worid inform himſelf of the ſtate of his own. 
affairs. What a glorious family is that for a ſtew- 
. e 72 5 

Arriving at the houſe, we defired to ſpear with Sig- 
ator Rodriguez, who, we were told, was in his own 
apartment; there we found him with a kind of 
farmer, who had a blue canvas bag full of money, in 
his hand. The fteward, who looked more pale and 


yellow than a girl oppreſſed with her maidenhead, came 


towards Melendez with open arms; he, on the other 


hand, met him in the ſame manner, and they embraced 


one another with demonſtrations of friendſhip, in which 
there was, at leaſt, as much art as nature. I hen my 
alfiir coming on the carpet, Rodriguez examined me 


om head to hot, and told me in a very polite manner, 


that 


GIL BLAS * 


that I was juſt ſuch an one as Don Matthias wanted, 
and that be would with pleaſure preſent me to that lord. 
Upon which, Melendez letting him know how much 


| he was intereſted in my behalf, and begging that he 


would favour me with his protection, committed me to 
his care, and after abundance of compliments, with- 
drew. He was no ſooner gone than Rodriguez ſaid to 
me, l will conduct you to my maſter as ſoon as I can 


_ « diſpatch this honeſt countryman.” Then going to 


the peaſant, and taking hold of the bag, . Talego, 


« ({aid he) let us ice it there be juſt 500 piſtoles here.” 


Having counted the money and found it right, he gave 
the farmer a diſcharge for the ſum, and ſent him about 
his buſineſs; and putting the piſtoles into the bag again, 
addreiſed himſelf to me, ſaying, This is the right 


„ time for us to go to the levee of my maſter, who 


« commonly riſes about ndon. It is near the hour, and 
] ſuppoſe he is up.” 3 | 
This was the caſe, we found Don Matthias in his 


morning- gown, lolling in an ealy chair, over an arm of 


which he had tilted one of his legs, and poiſed himſelf 
by leaning with his body the other way, and raſping 
tobacco; while he talked to a footman, who for the 
preſent did the duty of his valet de chambre, My 
* lord, (laid the ſteward to him) here is a young man 


% whom | take the liberty to preſent as one fit to hill the 


„place of the valet whom you diimiſſed two days ago: 
« Melendez your draper recommends him, aiſuring me 
“ that he is a lad of merit, and I hope your lordthip 
© will be very well ſatisfied with his behaviour.” * E- 


nough, (aniwered the young lord) fince you introduce 


him to me, | receive him into my ſervice with implicic 
faith, and make him my valet de chambre. 50, that at- 
fair is ſettled: but, Rodriguez, (added he) let us talk of 
ſomething elle: you are come very oppottunely ; tor [ 
was juſt going to fend for you. I have bad news to tell 
you, my dear Rodriguez! You mutt know | had ill luck 
at play laſt night. Logether with an hundred piſtoles 
which I had about me, I have loſt two hundred more 
on my parole; and you know of what importance it is 
for people of quality to diſcharge that fort of debts; it 

4 is 
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is indeed the only kind which we are obliged in point of 
honour to pay; and we do not give ourſelves much 
concern about the reſt: you muſt therefore find two 


hundred piſtoles immediately, and ſend them to the 


counteſs of Pedroſa.” “ Sir, (laid the ſteward) it is 
„ ſooner ſaid than done. Where ſhall I get that ſum, 
« to pleaſe you? I have not been able to finger one 
«« farthing of your tenants, let me threaten as hard as [ 
« can; and vet I am obliged to maintain your family 


„% in an honourable way, though I ſweat blood and 


« water in procuring wherewithal to defray the expence. 


« True, indeed, | have hitherto, thank heaven! made 


« fhift: but | am now reduced to ſuch extremity that I 
% know not what faint in heaven to invoke.” „ All 
„ theſe harangues are uſelels, (cried Don Matthias, in- 
ce terrupting him) and you worry me with your reflecti- 
« ons. Don't you imagine, Rodriguez, that I will 
„change my difpoulition, and ditert myielt with look- 
„ing into my own affairs. An agrecable amuſement, 
„truly, for a man of pleaſure like me!” “ Have a 
&« little patience, (replied the ſteward) at the rate you 


go on, I terclee that you wiil be rid of that care in a 
You fat!pue me, (faid the young 


”, 


„ very thort time 
« lord, in a paiſhton! you murder me, — Give me leave 
« to tuin mylelt 1mperceptiviy; 1 tell you, i want two 
« hundricd piftoles; and 1 mult have them,” © I' go 
then {taid Rodriguez' and have recourſe to the little 
„od man who has already lent you money at high in- 
« tereſt.” “ You may, it vou pleaſe, have recourſe 
„to the devil, (anſwered Don Matthias,) provided ! 
„have the two hundred piltoles, | ſhall give myſelf no 
far cher trouble about the matter.” 


Jutt as he had pronounced theſe words in a haſty and 


diſcontented manner, the ſteward went away, and a 
young man of quality called Don Antonio Centelles, 
came in. What is the matter? (ſaid this laſt to my 
mater) that art cloudy, my friend: I perceive indig- 
nation in thy countenance. What can have put you 


into this bad humour? l' lay a wager, it was the man 
whom I met going out.” * Yes, (replied Don Mat- 
thias) it was my ſteward: every time he comes to ſpeak 
with me, I ſuffer for one quarter of an hour, by his 

| talking 
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talking about my affairs, and ſaying that I have quite 
exhauſted my finances. Impertinent beaſt! he cannot 
fay that he loſes by me, I'm ture.” * Vi ky, child, 
(aid Don Antonio) I am in the ſame condition; having 
a factor not a whit more reaſonable than thy ſteward: 
when the rogue, in obedience to my repeated orders, 
brings money for me, one would think, he gave it out 
of his own pocket. He overwhelms me with reflecti- 
ons.” Sir, (fays he) vou are undone, your rents 
are ſeized — Upon which, I am obliged to cut him 
ſhort, in order to put an end to his ridiculous diicourte.” 
« 'The misfortune is, (ſaid Don Matthias) we cannot 


live without theſe people, who are neceſſaty evils.” 


« They are fo, (repiled Centelles) but hark'ce (added. 
he, laughing with all his might) there's a comical 
thought come into my head: a moſt incomparable con- 


ception ! by which we may convert thoſe ſcenes which 
we have with them into mirth ; and divert ourſelves 


with that which now gives us fo much unc aſineſs. Let 
me demand of thy ſteward all the money thou ſale 
have occaſion for; While thou doſt the ſame by my ma- 
nager; then they may moralize as they pleaſe, we can 
hear them with great compoſure; becauſe thy freward 
will ſhew me thy accounts, and my factor will entertain 
thee with mine. I ſhajl hear of nothing but thy pro- 
fuſion, and thou wilt tee nothing but mine. This will 
be admirable {ort.” 

A thouſand bright ſtrokes ſucceeded this ſally, and 
mightily diverted the young lords, who converſed toge- 
ther wich a great deal of vivacity; until their diſcouiſe 
was interrupted by Gregorio Rodriguez, who retu:ned 


with a little old man almoſt quye bald. Don Antonio 


would have gone away, ſaying, Adicu, Don Mat- 
«* thias, I ſhall fee you by and by: at preſent, you have 
„ doubtleſs, ſome ſerious aitair to ditculs with theſe gen- 
„ tlemen.” O, not at all, (replied my maſter) ftav, it 
is no fecret. "That diſcreet old perſon whom you tee, 


is an honeit man, who lends me money at the rate of 


*© twenty per cent.” © How! twenty per cent. (cried 
* Centelles, with an air of aſtoniſhmen) Eg:d, | concra- 
** tulate thee upon being in ſuch good hats! Tam not 
lo kindly dealt with, and may ſay, that 1 purchate 
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4 fj|ver at the price of gold ; I commonly borrow at the 


8 


rate of forty in the hundred.” « Heavens! what 
« extortion ! (exclaimed the old uſurer) do theſe knaves 
ever think of another world? I am not at all ſurpriſed 
« at the hue and cry raiſed againſt people who lend upon 
« intereſt. It is the exorbitant profit which ſome exact, 
« that ruins our honour and reputation : if all my bre- 
„ thren were like me, we ſhould not be fo much reviled ; 
for my ſole view in lending, is to befriend my fellow. 
« creatures. Ah! if times were as they have been, I 
++ would offer you my purſe without intereſt : and truly, 

in ſpite of the preient ſcarcity, I can ſcarce prevail 
„upon myſelf to take twenty per cent. But for my 

part, I beliere money has retired again within the 
% bowels of the earth: there is no ſuch thing to be had; 
{+ for which reaſon, I am obliged to retrench my bene- 
„ volence. 

„ How much do you want?” (added he, addreſ- 
ing himſelf to my maſter.) * 1 muſt have two hun- 
©*+ dred piltoles,” (replied Don Matthias.) * Here are 
four hundred in a bag, (ſaid the uſurer) you ſhall have 
one half.“ So ſay ing. he pulled from under his cloak 
a blue bag. which ſeemed to be tlie very ſame which the 
peaſant lalego had left with the five hundred piſtoles, 
in the hands of Rodr: guez. | toon knew what to think 
ot the matter, and found that Melendez had not praiſed 


the ſteward's underitanding without cauſe. The old. 
man having empticd the bag on the ta ble, began to count 


the money; my maſter was inflamed with dehre of pot- 
ſeilion, at the fight ;. and ſtruck with the totality of the 
ſum, ſaid to the ulurer, dignior Deſcomulgado, | have. 
on made a very wiſe reſtection, truly! V har a fool am? 

to borrow no more than what is abſolutely necetiary 
to ditengage my parole, without conſidering that 1 
have not a Pena in my purſe. I thall be obliged to 
* have recourie lo you to-morrow ; therefore, to tpare 


46 


amis to pocket the whole four hundred.” “ My 
lord, (ſald the uſuter) a part of this money was de- 
10 agned far a good licentiate, who hu forme fat benefices 
which he ch. ritzbly empiovs in petivading young gitls 
to tetire from the old, and in furniſliing their te- 

iets 


you te trouble of coming back, 1 think r will not be 
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« treats. But fince you have occaſion for the whole 
« ſum, it is at your ſervice: all that I deſire is ſufficient 
« ſecurity.” © Oh! as for ſecurity, ſaid Rodriguez, in- 


« terrupting him, and taking a paper out of his pocket) 


« you ſhall be ſatisfied: here is an order to be figned by 
« Don Matthias, for tive hundred piſtoles, upon one of 


his tenants, called 'Talego, a rich farmer of Monde- 


« jan.” * Very well, (replied the uſurer) I never make 
% many words.” Upon which, the ſteward preſented a 
pen to his maſter, who without reading the order, ſet 
his name to the bottom, whiſtling all the while. 

This affair being ended, the old man took his leave of 
my patron, who ran and embraced him, faying, * Tull 
* our next meeting, Signior uſurer, | am wholly yours: 
« don't know Why people of your profeſſion are bran- 


ded with the name of rogues; for my own part, I 
think you are very neceſſary and ferviceable to fociety : 


« you are the conſolation of a thoutand heirs, and the 


+ reſource of all thoſe lords whote expence; exceed 


their income.” Thou art in the right (cried Cen- 
telles) uſurers are very honeſt pcople, whom we 
never can honour enough : | will, in my turn, em- 


My 


_ ** brace this gentleman, on account of his twenty per 


cent.“ With theſe words, he approached and hugged 
the old man; and thele two beaus, tor their divethon, 
began to puſh him backward and forward iv une ang- 
ther, like a ball between two tennis-players, Aiter he 
had been toſſed to and tio a good wi the let kim go 
with the fleward, who was more delerving than he, of 
their embraces, and of ſomething ele alto. 

Rodriguez and his underſtrappet being gone, Den 


Matthias tent the half of his piſtoles to the countets of 
Pedroſa, by the footman who was preſent, and lecured 
the reſt in a long, embroidered, filk purſe, which he comn- 


monly wore in his pocket. Very well ſatisfied with tce- 
ing himſelf in cath, he ſaid to Don Antonio, with a gay 
air,“ What ſhall we do to-day? Let us contulr about 
it.“ „ You ſpeak like a ſenſible man; (replied. Cen- 


A teiles) with all my heart: let us deliberate,” Wii 


they were conſidering how to ſpend the dav, two other 
lords arrived: theſe were Don Alexo Seiur and Don 
Fernand de Gamboa, both oi tem about the ave of my 

niaſter, 


lille 
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maſter, that is, between eight and twenty and thir- 


ty. 
ther ſo heartily, that one would have thought they had 


Theſe four cavahers, at meeting, hugged one ano- 


not met for ten years before; then Don Fernand, who 


was a jovia! companion, addreſſing himſelf to Don Mat- 


thias and Don Antonio, ſaid, ** Gentlemen, where do 


«4 


you intend to dine to-day? If you are not engaged, 
I conduct you to a tavern where you ſhall drink 
nectar. I upped there laſt night, and left it only this 
morning, between tive and fix o'clock.” * Would to 
heaven, (cried my matter) that I had done the ſame: 


in which cate, I ſhould not have loſt my money.” 


As tor me, (ſaid Centelles) | treated myſelf laſt 
night with a new diverhon: for I love variety in my 
pleaſures, which alone makes life agreeable. A friend 
of mine carried me to the houſe of a farmer of the 
revenue, a gentleman who does his own buſineſs to- 


gether with that of the ſtate. There | ſaw magnift- 
cence and taſte, the entertainment being elegant e- 


nough. But I was mightily diverted with the ridicu- 
lous behaviour of the tax-gatherer himſelf, who, tho' 


the moſt plebeian of his claſs, aſſumed the man cf 


quality; and his wite, though horribly ugly, affected 
the airs oi a beauty, and ſaid a thouſand filly things, 


texfoned with the Biicayan accent, which rendered 


them fil more remarkably fooliſh. Beſides, there 


were at table, tour or hve children, with their tutor; 


to that you may eafily conceive how I was diverted 
with this jamily ſupper.” | | 
« Anil, gentlemen, {ſaid Don Alexo Segiat) ſupped 


Dat the haue of Arfenia the actrets. We were fix in 


all; Aricnia, Florimonda, with a coquette of her ac- 
quaintance, the marquis of Zcneta, Don Juan ot 


| Moncada, ond your humble ſervant. We fpeat the 


right in ciinking and ſpeaking bawdy. Heavens ! 
what pleainre! "11s true, indeed, Arfenia and Floin- 
monda have not much genius, but their wantonneſs 


tuppiics the place of wit. They are merry, briſk, 


tomping creatures, and 1 love them a thouſand times 
better than vour precite women of ſenle.“ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. How Gil Blas became acquainted with 
the ealets of the heaus. —The admirable /ecret they im- 
parted to him, of acquiring the r:putation of a man of 
wit, at a ſmall expence ; and the fingular oath which 

they obliged him te take. | 
N this manner did theſe lords continue the converſa— 
tion, until Don Matthias, whom in the mean time, [ 

helped to dreſs, was ready to go abroad. Then he bad 
me follow him, and all the beaus together ſet out for the 
tavern, to which Don Fernand de Gamboa had propoſed 


to conduct them. As | walked in the rear, in company 
with three other valets, (for each of the cavaliers had 


one,) | obterved, not without wonder, that theſe three 
domeſtic; copied the air and manner of their reſpective 
maſters. Having ſaluted them as their new comrade, 
they returned the civility, and one among them, atter 
having obferved me ſome minutes, faid, “ Brother, 1 
« perceive that you have never as vet ferved a young 
„lord.“ „ No, indeed, anſwered l.) it is not long 
„ ſince | came to Madrid.” „ 50 I ſuppoſe, (replied 
he) you tmell ſtrong of the country : you ſeem timo- 
rous and aukward, and there is a ſtiffneſs in your be- 
haviour : but, no matter, we will ſoon polith you, 
take my word.” „ | am atraid von flatter me, ſaid 
I to him.“ „Not at all, (he replied) it you was the 
greateſt blockhead in the univerle, we ſhall be able to 
make you paſs: you may depend upon it.“ 
his was enough to make me underſtand that my con- 
federates were brave lads, and that | could not be in 
better hands, in order to become a pretty fellow. When 
we arrived at the tavern, we found an entertainment 
rewwy, which Signior Don Fernand had the precaution to 
betpeak in the morning ;* our maſters fat down to table, 
and we ttood ready to terve them: then they began to 
talk with fach gayety, thi: | was deiignted to hear 
them. I was very much diverted with their different 
characters, thoughts and exp:ci es; their fire! their 
fallies of imagination, mule 1. believe them a new ſpe- 
cies of men When the ert was upon the table, we 
brought in 2 great nin 0 bottles of the beit Spaniſh 
wine: and left them, to go an dine by qurleives, in a 
little hall where the cloth was laid on purpole, 
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I ſoon perceived that the knights my companions, had 
more merit than I at fiſt imagined : they not only aſſum- 
ed the manners of their mafters, but even affected their 
very language, and theſe taſcals ſucceeded fo well, that 
(the quality air excepted) there was no difference: I ad- 


mired their free and eaſy deportment; was charmed with 


their wit, and deſpaired of ever being fo agrecable. 
The valet of Don Fernand (becauſe his maſter treated 
ours) performed the honours of the banquet; and that 
„ nothing might be wanting, called the landiord, ſaying, 


« Mafter Andrew Mantuano, give us ten bottles of your 


« yery beſt wine, and according to cuſtom, add them. 
« to my maſter's bill. With all my heart, replied 
the landlord) but, Mr. Gaſpard, you know that Sig- 
% nior Don Fernand owes me a good many entertain- 
« ments already; and if by your means I could touch a 


« little money—Oh! (ſaid the valet, interrupting him) 


«« give yourſelf no trouble about what he owes you: II 
« anſwer for it: my maſter's debts are as good as gold: 
« jt is true indeed, ſome unmannerly creditors have ſeiz- 
« ed our rents; but we ſhall obtain a replevy very ſoon; 
« and then we will diſcharge your bill without ſo much 
« as examining the articles.” Mantuano brought the 
wine notwithſtanding the rents being ſeized: and we 
drank it in expectation of the replevy. It was a good jeſt 


to ſee us, every moment, toatting one another, under 


the ſurnames, of our matters; Don Antonio's valet giv- 
ing the name of Gamboa to Don Feraando's ſervant, 
and Don Fernando's tootmin honeuring Don Antonio”? 
valet with that of Centelles: they called me Silva, and 


by degrees, we got as drunk under thete borrowed names, 


as our maſters to whom they properly belonged. 


Though I did not ſhine ſo much as my companions, 


they did not fail to expreſs their approbation of me. 
„ Silva, (faid one of the archeſt among them) we ſhall 
„ make ſomething of thee, my friend : I perceive thou 
« haſt a ſund of genius, but doſt not know bow to ulz 


« it to advantage. I be tear of ſpeaking nonſenſe hin- 


« ders thee from talking at a venture; and yet, by this 
« alone, a thouſand people now-a-days acquire the re- 
“ putation of wits. If thou haſt a mind to ſhine, give 


« the rein to thy vivacity, aud invitceatly riſk every 


„thing 
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thing that comes uppermoſt. — Thy blunders will paſs. 


« for a noble boldnets; and it, after having uttered a 


« thouſand impertinences, one witticiſm eſcapes thee, the 


« ſilly things will be forgot, the lucky thought will be 
„ remembered, and the world will conceive an high opi- 
nion of thy. merit. {his is what our maſters practiſe 


with ſuch ſucceſs; and what every man muſt do, who 


 afpires to the reputation of a diſtinguiſh'd wit.“ 
Beſides, that I was too fond ot paſſing for a ſine genius, 
the ſecret which he had diſcloſed to me ſeemed lo eaſy, 


that I was reſolved not to neglect it. I put it inftantly to 


the proof, and the wine I had drank contributed to its 
ſucceſs; that is, I ipoke at random, and had the good 
fortune to throw out, among a great deal of nonſenſe, 
ſome flaſhes of wit, by which I acquired great applauſe. 


This coup d effai filled me with confidence: I collected 


all my vivacity to produce ſome bright tally, and chance 
beſtiended me in the attempt. 

„Well, (ſaid he who ſpoke to me in the ſtreet) don't 
„you begin to get rid of your ruſt? "Thou haſt not been 
two hours in our company, and art already quite ano- 


cher man. Thou wilt improve vittbly every day. 


dee what it is to ferve people of quality: it elevates the 
mind; while the being valet to citizens has a quite con- 
trary etfect.” * Doubtleſ; 3, (antwered I) and therefore J 
++ will henceforth conſecrate mv {ervice to the nobility.” 
„That's nobly ſaid, (cried Don Fernando's valet, half- 
ſeas over) it does not belong to your citizens to poſſeſs 
ſuch ſuperior geniuſes as we are. Come therefore, gen- 
tlemen, (added he) let us take an oath never to ferve 
ſuch rapſcallions, and twear to it by the river Styx.“ 
\Ve laughed heartily at Gafpard's conceit, which we ap- 


Co 


moved of very much, and took the burleſque oath with 


aur platies in our hands. 
* we continued at table until our maſters were. 
pleaſed to retire, which was about midnight; a circum- 


itance which my companions look'd upon as an exceſs of 


!obriety. is irue, inde.d, theſe young lords left the ta- 


vern in ſuch good time, only with a view to viſit a famous 


coquette, who lived in the coutt-end of the town, and 
kept open houſe for your men of pleaſure by night as 
well az by day, She was between thicty 2nd forty years 
id, 
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old, ſtill extremely handſome, agreeable, and fo conſum- 
mate in the art of pleaſing, that (it was ſaid) the ſold the 
remains of her beauty at a higher price than that which 


ſhe had received for its firſt fruits. There were always in 


her houſe two or three other courtezans of the firſt rank, 
who contributed not a little to the great concourſe of 
lords who frequented it. They went to play in the at- 
ternoon, then tupp'd, and fpent the night in drinking 
and making merry. Here our maſters laid till morning, 
and we alſo, without feeling the time lie heavy on our 
hands; for while they diverted themſelves with the miſ- 
treſſes, we amuſed ourſelves with the maids; and at laft 
departed all together at break of day, every one going to 
bed at his own home. 

My matter, getting up as who! about noon, dreſſed 
himſelf, and went out. I followed him to the houſe of 
Don Antonio Centelles, where we found one Don Alvaro 
de Acunha, an old gentleman, and profeſs'd rake. All 


the young ſparks, who had an ambition to become tine 
tlemen, put themſelves under his tuition ; by which 


they were formed tor pleaſure, taught to make a figure in 


the world, and to ſpend their fortunes with a good grace, 


he himſelf being under no apprehenſion of ſquandering 
away his own, which was gone long ago. | hele cavaliers 
having ſaluted one another, Cente! ſies faid to my matter, 


Faith, Don Matthias, thou could'ſt not come at a bet- 


„ ter time: Don Alvaro is going to carry me to the 


« houle of a citizen, who has invited the Marquis ot 
« Zeneta and Don Juan de Moncado to Cinner, and 
« thou ſhalt be of the party.“ What is the name of 
& this citizen? (faid Don Matthias) * He is called 
„Gregorio de Noriega, (replied Don Alvaro ;) and [ 
&« will, in two words, give vou a Character of 6 man. 
« His father, who is a rich jewc!ler. having gone a- 
« broad io negociare his affairs, leit him the enjoyment 
« of a large income, but Gregorio 1s a tool, v. ho has 
a diſpofiticn prone to ſpend his eitate, in doing Which 
„he affects the beau, and world l pos: er a man of 
« ſpiric in deſpite of nature. A. he hagge me to take 
« him under my direction, i gove:n hint at pretent ; and 
Il can aflure you, gentlemen, he is in a jair was; his fi- 


6 nances being aircady pretiy well tuok.” „ | don't at 
| « all 
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all doubt it, (cried Centelles :) I fee him already at the 
% work-houſe. Come, Don Matthias, let us make an 
« acquaintance with him, that we may have ſome ſhare 
« jn his ruin.” * With all my heart, (replied my ma- 
« ſter;) I love dearly to fee the fortune of theſe little 
« upſtart gentlemen overturned, becaule they vainly- 
« pretend to rival us in ſplendor. Nothing, for example 
« ever gave me fo much diverſion as the misfortune of 


« that publican's ſon, who was, by his inclination for - 


« play, and his vanity in aping the great, obliged to ſell 
« all, to his very houſe.” * Oh! as tor him, (ſaid Don 
Antonio) he deſerves no compatlion ; tor he is as great 
« a coxcomb in his adverſity as he was in high lite.” 
Centelles and my matter repairing with Don Alvaro 
to the houte of Gregorio de Noriega, Mogicon and I 
went thither alſo, both of us raviſh'd to find a feaſt go- 
ing lorward, and to have an opportunity of contributing, 
on our parts, to the ruin of a citizen. As we went 1n, 
we perceived !everal people buſy in dteſſing the dinner; 
and the ragouts they were preparing fent iorth a ſavoury 
ſteam, that very much prepoilutied the ſmell in favour 
of the tatle. "The marquis of Zeneta and Don Juan of 
Moncada arrived, and the entertainer ſcemed to be a 


great hooby, who attempted in vain to aſſume the cat 
rage of 2 beau, being a verv bad copy of thete excellent 


originals; or rather a down:ight ſimpleton, who affected 
an air of underſtanding. Imagine to yourleli a man of 
this character in the midſt of five jokers, whole ſole aim 
was to exerciſe their raillery upon him, and engage him 
in inſupportable expence. Gentlemen, (ſaid Don Al- 
«« varo, after the firſt compliments) I preſent to you 


Signior Gregorio de Noriega, as a complete cavalier. 


+ Befides a thouſand other excellent qualitications, he 
« potletics an underſtanding fo exquiſitely cultivated, 


* that you cannot take him amits. He is equally ſtrong 


on all ſubjects, from the moſt cloſe and ſubtile logic 


+ down to the art of ſpelling.” Oh! now you flat- 


ter me, (faid the citizen, interrupting him with a very 
* fooliſh laugh.) Signior Alvaro, I may with more 
* juſtice return the compliment; for you are, as one 
may fay, a very draw-well of erudition.” I had no 
* defign (replied Don Alvaro) to fiſh tor ſuch a genteel 
— tepartee; 


*. 
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«* repartee; but upon my word, gentlemen, dignior 
Gregorio cannot fail of acquiring great reputation in 
4% the world.“ For my own part, (ſaid Don Anto- 
«* nio) what I am moſt charmed with, and what I greatly 
prefer to his knowledge in orthography, is the judi- 

cious choice he makes of his company: inſtead of 
confining himſelf to the converſation of citizens, he 
cultivates acquaintance with none but young lords, 
without giving himſelf any trouble about the expence 
attending it. There is in this conduct an elevation of 
ſentiment, and it may be called ſpending one's money 
„ with taſte and diſcernment.” 

Theſe ironical praiſes were followed by a thouſand 
more of the ſame fort, and poor Gregorio was {pared by 
none of them; each of the beaus, in his turn breaking 
his jeſt, the meaning of which the fool did not perceive. 
On the contrary he took every thing in a literal ſenſe, and 
appeared very happy in his gueſts; nay, he ſeemed even 
pleaſed with being turned into ridicule : and, in ſhort, 
ſerved them as a burt during the whole time of dinner. 
They ſtaid with him the remaining part of the day, and 


2 T8288 


all night long ; whilit we drank at diſcretion as well as 


our maſters ; and by that time they took leave of the ci- 
tizen, we were all in excellent trim. | 


CHAP. V. Gil Blas fets ub for a man of gallantry, 
and becomes acquainted with a fine lady. 


FTER having refreſh'd myſelf with ſome hours of 
A ſleep, I got up in good humour ; and remember- 
ing the advice | had received from Melendez, went (my 
maſter not being yet awake) and preſeated my reſpects to 
the ſteward, whoſe vanity ſeemed not a little flattered 
with this inſtance of my regard. He received me very 
graciouſly, and aſked if I was not yet familiarized to the 
way of living practiſed among young noblemen. I replied, 
that tho it was quite new to me as yet, I did not deſpair 
of being reconciled to it in time. 


And truly this happened very ſoon ; for my humour 


and diſpoſition fuffered a thorough change. From being 
ſedate and penſive. I became a briſk, blundering cox- 
comb; and the valet of Don Antonio complimented me 


on 
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on mv metamorplioſi, ſaying, that there was now no- 
thing wanting to make me illuſtrious, but an intrigue; 
which he aatned, was abſolutely neceſſary towards fi- 
nilhing the charaster of a pretty tellow, all our comrades 
being beloved by tome fair lady, and he alone being in poſ- 
ſetlon ot the good graces of no leſs than two women of 
quality. I believed the rogue told a lie, and ſaid to him, 
„ Monfcur Mogicon, to be fure you are a handſome 
young tellow, who have a great deal of wit and me- 
« rit; but 1 cannot conceive how ladies of quality (eſpe- 
«+ cially as you don't live among ſuch) can allow them- 
telves to be charmed by a man of your condition.” 
« Why truly {ſaid he) they don't know who I am.— I 
make all my conqueſts in the dreſs, and even in the 
name of my maſter. T'!! tell you how: I dreſs myſelf 
like a young nobleman ; I affume his behaviour, and 
20 out to take the air; I ogle all the women I ſee, un- 
til 1 mect with one who returns the leer: her I fol- 
low, and find means to ſpeak with. I call myſelf 
Don Antonio de Centelles, and demand an aſſignation; 
upon which the lady ftands upon ceremony: | prels 
her to comply; ſhe vields, et cztera.—Byv this con- 
duct, my child, added he) I have ſucceeded in my in- 
tiguecs, and I advite thee to follow my example.“ 

I was too ambitious of making a figure not to liſten to 
this advice, and betides felt no averlion to a love. intrigue: 
] therefore reſolved to diſguiſe mylelt like a young noble- 
man, and go in queſt of amorous adventures; but as I 
durit not dreſs myſeif in our own houte, for fear of be- 
ing oblerved, I took a rich ſuit of cloaths from my ma- 
ters warcrobe, and, making it up into a bundle, carried 
it to the houte of a little barber, 2 friend of mine, where 
thought | could drels and undreſs with more conve- 
nience. {there | adorned mytelf to the beſt of my 
vower, the barber lending a helping hand, in order to 
let me off; and when we imagined it was impoſſible to 
add any thing to my appearance, [ walked towards St. 
Jerome's meadow ; whence, I was perſuaded, I ſhould 
not return without having found ſome intrigue to my 
liking: but before I was obliged to go fo far from home, 
Uſtarted one of a very brilliant expectation. 
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As I was croſſing a bye ſtreet, I faw a lady richly 
dreſs d, and perfectly genteel, come out of a ſmall houſe, 
and get into a hackney-coach that ſtood before the door; 
upon which, ſtopping ſhort to gaze, I bowed to her in 
ſuch a manner, as to inform her that l was not at all dif. 
guſted at her appearance; and the, to let me ſee ſhe de- 
terved my notice ſtill more than I imagined, liited up her 
veil for a moment, and preſented a moſt agrecable coun- 
tenance to my view: mean while the coach drove off, 
and I remained in the ſtreet, not a little ttruck with this 
apparition. * What a charming hgure! (taid | to my- 
« ſelf) Bleſs me! this is juſt what 1 wanted to compleat 
e my character. It the two ladies u ho are in love with 
„ Mogicon, are as handſome as this, I pronounce him 
« a lucky knave. I] ſhould be charmed wich my tate, 
« had I ſuch a miſtreſs.” f | 5 
While I made theſe reflections, I caſt my eyes by acci- 
dent towards the houie irom hence I had teen this lovely 
Creature come out, and perceived, at a parilour-windos,, 
an old gentlewoman, who beckoned me to come in. 
I flew into the houuic in an inſtant, and found in a 
pretty handiome parlour, this venerable and diſcreet ma- 


_ tron, who, taking me tor a marquis at leaſt, {aluted me 


with great reſpecl, ſaying, © I don't at all doubt, Sig- 
„ nior, that you have conceived a very bad opinion of a 
„% woman, who, without being acquainted with you, 
beckons you into her houſe : but perhaps you will 
think more favourably of me, when you ſhall know 
that I don't treat every body in the tame manner. But 
you, I tuppole, are a court-lord.”—* You are not 
miſtaken, my toul, (ſaid I, ſtretching out my right 


66 
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« out vanity, of one of the belt families in Spain.“ “ | 
„ thought ſo by your appearance, (ihe replied) and | 
M — love to oblige people of qualicy: that is my 
ſoible.— J obterved you through the windowy looking 
« very earneſtly (as I ſuppole) at a lady who had jutt 
' parted from me. Have you a paſſion for her? tell me 
lincerely.” * Upon the faith of a couruer, (:ntwer- 
& ed I) ſhe has captivated me. I never ſaw any thing 
more tempting than that creature. Bring us together, 
« my good mother, and depend upon my acknowledg- 
. ment; 


leg, and poiſing my body on my left hip) Jam, wich- 


e 


40 


G1L dn 6s 


ment; ſuch good offices rendered to us grandees, ſel- 
dom paſs unrecompenced.” 

„ have already told you, (replied the old gentlewo- 
man) that I am wholly devoted to people of quality, 
and delight in being uſeful to them. I admit into my 
houſe, tor inſtance, certain ladies, whom the exte- 
riors of virtue hinder trom receiving their gallants at 


« home; therefore, I accommodate them with m 
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houſe, in order to reconcile the warmth of their com- 
plexions with the rules of decency.” © Very well, (faid 
| to her) and I ſuppoſe you have granted that favour 
to the lady in queſtion ?” „ No, (ſhe replied) this 


lady is a young widow of quality, who wants a lover; 


but ſhe is fo nice in that particular, that I don't know 
if you yourſeli will pleaſe her, notwithſtanding your 
extraordinary merit: I have already preſented to her 


three ſtout cavaliers, whom he treated with diſdain.” 


Adzooks! my dear, (cried I, with an air of affurance) 
thou hait no more to do, but to put me on the ſcent. 


[ will give thee a good account of her, believe me. I 


long to have a tete a tete with a ſhy beauty, having 
never, as yet, met with one of that character. 
Well, (taid the old lady) if you come hither to- mor- 
row about this time, your curiolity may be fatished.” 
I will not fail, (anſwered I} and we ſhall fee whether 
or not a young nobleman, ſuch as I, may taſte the 
pleaſure of a conqueſt ” | 

| returned to the houſe of the little barber, without 


deſiring any other adventures, but very impatient to fee 
the uſue of this. Next day, therefore, having been at 
great pains to ſet mu elf off, I repaired to the old gentle- 


Cc 


cc 


woman's houſe, an hour before the appointment.“ Sig- 


nior, (laid ſhe) | ſee you are punctual, and am glad of 
it: for you will ünd it well worth your trouble. L have 
leen your young widow, and have had ſome diſcourſe 
with her about you. She has forbid me to ſpeak ; but 
| have conceived ſuch a friendſhip for you, that Ican- 


not hold my tongue. You have had the good fortune 


to make an impreiſion on her heart, and will be happy 
very ſoon. Between you and me, the lady is a delt- 
cious morſel; her hutband lived with her but a very 
mort time; he ficeted away, as it were, like a ſha- 
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% dow; fo that ſhe is as good as a maiden.” The good 
matron, doubtleſs, meant one of thoſe iprightly mai- 
dens, who know how to enjoy life without the incum- 
brance of matrimony. 

In a little time, the heroine of the aſſignation arrived, 


in a ſtage-coach, as ſhe had done the day before, adorned 


with all the pomp of dreſs. As ſoon as ſhe appeared in 
the hall, I began by five or fix a-la-mode bows, accom- 
panied with their moſt faſhionable contorſions; after 
which, I approached her with a very familiar air, ſay- 


ing. My princeſs, behold a young nobleman, who is 
cc 


enrapt with your beauty. Your image, fince yeſter- 
« day, has inceſſantly preſented itſelf to my imagina- 
« tion, and expelled a dutcheſs, who had begun to get 
« footing in my heart.“ The triumph (aniwered the, 
taking off her veil) is too glorious for me, and yet Ido 
not perfectly enjoy it: for you young noblemen are 
« prone to change, and your hearts, they ay, morc 
« difficult to keep than quickflver.“ But, my queen, 
„( replied) let us mind the preſent only, and let tutu- 
4% rity thift for itfelf : you are handſome, and I amorous ; 
« and it you approve of my paſſion, let us engage with- 
4 out any further reflection, and embark like tatiors, whe 
« think only of the pleatures, without perceis ing the 
“ perils of their voyage.” 

So ſaying, I threw myſelf in a tranſport, at the ſet of 
my nymph, and, the better to imitate ihne beaus, preſſed 
her in a petulant manner, to make me happy. Sic 
ſeemed a little moved by my intreaties, bat thought it 
was too ſoon to yield ; therefore, puſſiin g me cently trom 
her, Hold, (ſaid ſhe) you are too torward, and have 
« the air of alibertine; I am afraid vou are no better 
«& than a dowuright rake.” ** O ty, Matum! (cited |) 
« ſure you cannot hate what all ladies of tiſhion love; 
„ none but tradeſmen's wives exclaim againſt liber— 


and I cannot reſiſt ſuch a convincing reaion. lu is in 


and the women muit advance one halt of the way. 
Know then your victory; (added ihe, wich an appcat— 


& ance of contuſion, as it her modeilv tulrered in the 
conlellion) you have inſpired me with ſentiments which 
++ I have 


tiniim.“ Lou are certainly in the right, (the replied) 


« vain, I find, to uſe grimace with noblomen like you; 
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« ] never felt betote, and I want only to know wha 


« you are, that i may determine to chooſe you for my 
« lover. I belic\e you are a young lord, and, more- 
„ over, a man of honour. But of this I am not aſſured; 
« and howſoever I may be prepoſſeſſed in your favour, I 
« am reſolved not to beſtow my aſfection on a perton un- 
„ known.” | | | 
It was then I remembered the expedient of Don An- 
tonio's valet, on the lame occaſions; and, after his ex- 
ample, having a mind to paſs for my maſter, “ Ma- 
« dam, (ſaid | to my widow) I will not reſuſe to tell you 
« my name, which | need not be aſhamed to own ; — 
* did you never hear of Don Matthias de Silva?“ “ Yes, 
« (the replied) I have even ſeen him at the houſe of a 
« lady, an acquaintance of mine.” Although I was 
pretty well ſtocked with impudence, this anſwer diſcon- 
certed me a good deal; however, I recollected myſelf in 
an inſtant, and making an effort of genius, to extricate 
myſelt, Well, then, my angel, (taid I) you know a 
« lord whom | know ailv. Since you mult have it, I 
« amof the fame family; his grandfather married my 
grand-uncle's filter-in-law : ſo that you fee we are 
% very nearly related, —My name is Don Cæſar, and 1 
« am the only ton of the illuſtrious Don Fernand de Ri- 
bera, who was ſlain fifteen years ago, in a battle that 
vas fought on the froniic:s , Portugal I could de- 
« ſcribe the action, which was helliſhly hot; but that 
would be loſing the precious moments which love 
prompts us to employ in 4 more agreeable manner.“ 
Alter this ditcourle, I became more preſſing and paſ- 
ſionate: but all to little eticet ; the favours which my 
goddets beftowed upon me, only ferving to make me ſigh 
2iter thoſe which the retuted : but though the barbarous 
creature got into her coach, that waited at the door, I 
went home very wel! ſatisfied with my good fortune, al- 
though 1 was not yet periectly happy. It, ſaid I ro my- 
ſelf, 1 have not been able to 042i the height of my 
withes, it is, becaute my princet is a lady of rank and de- 
licacy, who thinks it indecent to yield to my tranſports, 
during the firſt interview. Ihe nice of her birth has 
retarded my happinets, which, however, is only delayed 
tor a few days. Not but that I had likewite fome ſuſ- 
| - picions, 
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cions, that the whole affair was a well concerted trick. 
Bur ] loved to conſider it in the moſt favourable point of 
view, and to preſerve the advantageous opinion I had 
conceived of the lady, with whom I had agreed to meet 
again next day; the hope of accompliſhing my wiſhes, 


giving me a taſte, by anticipation, of the pleatures I ex- 


pected to enjoy. 

With my fancy full of theſe ſmiling images, I return- 
ed to the houſe of my barber, where | changed my dreſs, 
and went to wait upon my maſter, at a tennis-court, 
where I knew he was. I found him engaged in play, and 
even perceived that he had been lucky; tor he was none 
of thoſe phlegmatic gameſters, who enrich or ruin them- 
ſelves, without changing a feature. In his proſperity he 
was full of inſulting raillery ; but very morote when for- 
tune declared againſt him. Leaving the tennis- court in 
great good humour, he went directly to the prince's 
theatre, and I followed him to the plav-houſe door, 
where giving me a ducat, Here, Gil Blas, (ſaid he) 
% ſince | have been lucky, thou ſhalt feel the effects of 
« it; go and enjoy thyſeif with thy companions, and a- 
&* bout midnight come to me at the houle of Arſenia, 
« where I am to ſup with Don Alexo Segiar.” So ſaying, 
he went in, and I remained thinking how I ſhould ſpend 
my ducat, according to the intention of the donor. [ 
was not long in ſuſpence; Clarino, Don Alexo's valet, 


appeared all of a ſudden, and I carried him to the next 


tavern, where we regaled ourſelves till twelve o'clock ; 
and {rom thence repaired together to the houſe of Ar- 
ſenia, where he was likewile ordered to rendezvous. A 
little lacquey opened the door, and introduced us into a 
parlour, where the waiting- women of Arſenia and Floti— 
monda fat together laughing as if for a wager, while their 
miſtreſſes entertained our maſters above. 


The arrival of two merry fellows, who had ſupped to 


their ſatisfaction, could not be diſagreeable to chamber- 
maids ; eſpecially to thoſe of the actreſſes: but what was 
my aſtoniſhment, when, in the perſon of one of them, 
I beheld my widow! my adorable widow, whom 1 be- 
lieved a marchioneſs, or counteſs! She ſeemed no leſs 
ſurprized at ſeeing her Don Cæſar de Ribera, metamor- 
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phoſed into the valet de chambre of a beau: however, we 
obierved one another, without being diiconcerted ; and 


both, at one time, were ſeized with ſuch a violent in- 


clinaiion to laugh, that we could not help indulging it. 
Aiter which, Laura (to my princeſs was called) taking 
me aſide, while Clarino made up to her companion, 
very graciouſly prelented her hand, ſaying, ſoftly, 
« Take it, Don Czfar : inſtead of reprooching, let us 
« compliment one another, my friend : you performed 
« your part to admiration ; and I did not behave amiſs 
«in mine. What ſay you? confets that you took me 
« for one of thole fine ladies of quality, who amuſe 
« themſelves with intrigues.” * Tis true, (anſwered J) 
« but whoſoever you are, my queen, TI have not changed 
my ſentiments with my dreſs: I beg you will accept 
« my ſervices, and allow the valet de chambre of Don 
% Matthias, to finiſh that which Don Cæſar had fo hap- 
« pily begun.” * Yes, (ſaid the) L love thee full better 
« in thy own character, than in that of another: thou 
« art juſt ſuch a man as lam a woman, and that is the 
« ftrongelt approbation I can beſtow : I therefore receive 
« thee into the crowd of my adorers : we ſhall have no 
« more occaſion tor the miniftry of the old woman : tor 
% thou may'tt come hither with the utmoſt freedom: 
„e we ladies of the ftage live without conſtraint, and 


« helter-ſkelter with the men. Ihe effects of this com- 
„ munication are ſometimes very viible indeed; but the 


* town laughs at them, and our bufinets, thou knowelt, 


« 1s to divert it.“ | 
Here we broke off, becauſe there were others preſent, 
and the converiation became general, fpriglitly, joyous 


and full of palpable double entendres. Every one bore a 


part; Arſenia's maid in particular, my lovely Laura, 
ſhone very much, and ſhewed a great deal more wit than 
virtue. On the other hand, our maſters and the actreſſes 
often burſt out into lung fits of laughter, which we over- 
heard, and from which we concluded that their diſcourſe 
was much ol the ſame ſtamp with our ewn. If ail the 
fine things which were ſaid that night at Artenta's, had 
been committed to writing, they would have compoſed, 
[ believe a treatiſe very inſtructive for youth. In the 
mean time, the hour ot retreat, that is, the dawn, arrived, 

Vor. I. I and 
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and we were obliged to part Clarino followed Don 
Alexo, and I went home with Don Matthias. 


CHAP. VI. The converſation of ſome noblemen, abou: 
the players of the prince's company. 


HAT day, while my maſter was dreſſing, he re- 
ceived a billet from Don Alexo Segiar, defiring 
his company at his houſe, whither we went, and found 
with him, the marquis of Zeneta, and another youn 
nobleman of a good mien, whom [ had never ſcen before. 
Don Matthias, (ſaid Segiar to my maſter, prefenting 
the unknown cavalier) this is Don Pompeio de 
Caſtro, a relation of mine, who has been at the court 
of Portugal almoſt from his infancy : he arrived at 
Madrid laſt night, and will ſet out to morrow for Liſ- 
bon; fo that, as he can ſpare me only one day, | am 


order to make it the more agreeable to him, have cal- 
led you and the marquis of Zeneta to my aiſiſtance.“ 
Upon this, my maiter and Don Alexo's kintman em- 
braced and complimented one another, and | was much 
pleated with the ditcourte of Don Pompeio, who ſeemed 


to have a great ſhare of judgment and penetration. 


Having dined at Segiar's, the'e noblemen amuſed 
themſelves at cards, till the hour of going to play; and 
then went all together to the prince's theatre, to fee a new 
tragedy, intitled, Ihe Queen of Carthage. After the 


repreſentation of the piece, they returned, and ſupped 


where they had dined: the converiation, at firſt. turning 
on the poem they had {ſeen performed, and afterwards 
upon the actors. As tor the wore itfelt, (cried Don 
++ Matthias) I have no great opinion of it; it makes 
« Aneas ttill more infipid than he is tepreſented in the 
Aneid; but every body muſt agree it was divine 


not ſeem to be of my wav of thinking.” ** Gentle- 
men, (laid that cavalier imiling) 1 have perceived you 
ſo much charmed with vour playrr:, and. in particu- 
lar, with vour aQrefſe;, that i ous ht not to be to bold 
as to ſignity my diſſent hom vour qpinion , © You 


++ manner) 


relolved to en'oy the precious opportunity, and, in 


played. What ſays Sigrior Don Pompcio ? he docs 


are much in the right, (taid Don Alexo, in a jocular 


1 
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manner) your cenſures will be very unreaſonable 


here; and you ought to ſhew ſome reſpect for our 
actreſſes before us, who are the trumpets of their re- 


putation. As we drink with them every day, we can 


do no lets than warrant them perfect in their vocation ; 


and even give them certificates, if there be occaſion tor | 


it.” „ do not at all doubt it, (antwere | his relation) 
and [ dare ſay you would do the lame for their morals, 
ſo much are you their friends.“ 

« Your comedians at Liſbon (faid the marquis of Ze- 
neta, with a ſneer) are, doubtleſs, much better than 
ours.” Les, certainly, (replied Don Pompeio) at 
leaſt, there are ſome of them who have no defect.“ 
And theſe (reſumed the marquis) may depend upon 
your certificate.“ have no connection with them, 
(aid Don Pompeio) and as I never enter into their 
parties of pleaſure, can judge of their merit without 
prejudice.” * But do you really (added he) think 


your company fo excellent?“ “ No, faith! (faid the 


marquis) | believe no ſuch thing; and provided you 


give me leave to defend a very imall number of the 
players, | will willingly give up all the reſt. Won't 
you allow that ſhe who played the part of Dido, is an 
admirable actreſs? did the not repreſent that queen 


with all the dignity and grace which is conformable to 


the idea we have of her ? and did not vou admire her 
art in engaging the mind of the ſpectator, and making 
him tecl the emotions of all thoſe patſions that are ex- 


preſſed? She may be ſaid to be conſummately ſkilled 


in all the refinements of declamation.“ * I agree 
(ſaid Don Pompeio) that ſhe knows how to awake and 
touch the paſlions of the audience: no player had 
ever more feeling, and, on the whole, her repteſenta- 
tion is very fine But ſhe is far from being a perſect 


actrels I was ſhocked with two or three things in her 
performance. When the would expreſs ſurprize, ſhe 


rolls her eyes in ſuch an extravagant manner, as ver 
ill becomes the deportment of a princeſs. Add to this, 
that in raiting her voice, which is naturally low, ſhe 
corrupts the tweetnels of it, and produces a very diſ- 
agreeable croaking : beſides, in more places than 
one, ſhe gave reaſon to ſuſpect that the did not very 
x « well 
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well underſtand her part: but, however, I am in- 
clined to impute this rather to inattention than want 
of capacity. 

« By what can lee, (faid Don Matthias to the critic) 
you will ſcarce write a panegyric on our aCtrefſes.” 
Pardon me, (replied Don Pompeio) I can ditcover great 
talents through their defects. 1 own, | was enchaated 


with that actreſs, who performed the part ot a cham- 


bermaid in the interludes: ſhe has a fine genius, treads 
the ſtage gracefully, and every witticiſm the utters, is 
ſcaſoned with a ſarcaſtic ſmile, full of charms, which 
very much inhances the value of what is fac, She 
may, indced, be blamed for indulging her fire, ſome- 


times, a little too much, and tran{gretlins the bounds 


of modeſt aſſurance. But we mult not be too levere ; 


and I could only with that ſhe would correct one hed 


habit ſhe has contracted. Oft-times, in the middle 


of a ferious ſcene, ſhe interrupts the performance 


a\l of a ſudden, by yielding to a filly deſire of laugh- 
ing, with which ſhe is ſeized. You'll tay ſhe is ap- 
plauded by the pit, even at theſe times : there, | own, 
ſhe is lucky. © 

„Well, . do you think of the men? (aid the 
Marquis, interrupting him) ſurely you'il charge them 


tull vollen, ſince you have been ſo unmercitul to the 


women.” No, (faid Don Pompeio) I think vou 


have tome promiſing young actors; and am particu- 


larly pleated with that fat comedian who acted the part 
of Dido's prime miniſter: he repeats very naturally, and 
declaims juſt as they do in Portugal.” If he can pleate 
you, (131d Segiar) you mult be charmed with the action 
oi him who played the part of Aneas. Is not he a great 
comedian! an original!“ “ Very original! (replied 
the critic) his cadence is quite peculiar, and his 
tones abundantly fhriil: he almoſt always deferts na- 
ture: hurries over the words which contain the fent!- 
ment, and places the emphatis where it ſhould not 
be; making pautes even on articles and conjunctions. 
He diverted me very much; particularly, when he 
expieciied to his con! ſadante, the violence he did himlelt, 
in abandoning the princes: never was grief more co- 
micaliy expretled.” * doitly, coulin, (replied Don 

« Alezo) 
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Alexo) thou wilt make us believe by and by, that there 
is not a great deal of taſte at the court of Portugal. 
Doſt thou know that the actor of whom we ſpeak, is 
reckoned a phœnix? Didſt taou not hear what claps 
of applauſe he obtained ? A plain proof that he 1s 
far from being contemptible * That is no proof at 
all {anſwered Don Pompeio:) gentlamen, (added he) 
let us not, I beg of you, lay any ſtiels upon the ap- 
plauſe of the pit, which 15 oiten bettowed very un- 
icatonably ;—nay, more leldom Ga true merit chan on 
ſalſe. As Phædrus obſerves, by an ingenious fable, 
which I beg leave to repeat. Here it is.— 


« The inhabitants of a certain city being aſſembled in 
public, to ſee pantomimes, there was among the per- 


formers, a favuurite actor whom they applauded every 
moment. This buitoon having a mind to clote the 
ſcene with a new kind of repreleacation, appeared 
alone upon ine ſtage, ſtooped down, covered his head 
with his cloak. and ſdueaking like a pig, acquitted 
himlelt lo weil, that the audience actuniy imagined 


he had one under his cloaths : they ordered him there- 


fore to ſtiip; which Ee having done, aud nothing ap- 
pearing, the whole aſſembly thundered ap plaufe.— 
A pealant who happened to be one of the tpectators, 
ſhocked at theie expretiions oi adnuration, cried, gentle- 
men, you have no caute to be charmed with that 
buffoon, who is not ſuch an engulſite actor as you 
imagine: I can play the pig better than hie, and if 
vou doubt it, conc hither again to marrow at this 
hour. Ihe people prepoitetted in fasour of their 
pantomimes, te-allembled next day in greater num- 
bers, rather to hits the pealant than fee what he could 
do. Lhe two rivals appearing on the tage, the but= 
toon began, and was appiauded more than ever: 


then the countryman ſtooping in his turn, and mut- 


Hing his head in his cloak, pinched the car of a real 
pig which he held under his arm, and made it ſqueak 


moit piercingly; neverthelels, the audience gave the 


pretercnce to the pantomime; and hovied the pea» 
lant, who all of a tudden, producing the pig to the 
ipectators, gentlemen, faid he, it is not me whom 

| 1 3 | 10 you 
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*« you hifs, but this poor pig himfelf: ſuch excellent 
judges you are.“ 


« Couſin, (aid Alexo) thy fable is too ſevere: but 
„ notwithftanding thy fig, we will not give up our 
opinion. Let us change the diſcourſe (added he) J 
am tired of this ſubſect. So, thou wilt depart to- 
„ morrow, in fpite of u ecfire to enjoy thy company 
« 2 /ittte longer? “ 1 with T could make a longer ſtay 
„in Madind, teplied his kinſman) but it is not in my 
„ power. | have twic 1 ou virendy, that I came to the 


court of Spain, about an affait of ſtate; and at my 


arrival zelicicay, Lad an audience of the prime mi— 
+ niter, whem | mall {ce again to-merrow morning; 
„immediately after which, I ſhall fer out on my return 
„to Liſbon.” * Thou art become altogether Portu- 
„ guele, (tid Segiar) and in all likelihcod, wilt never 
„ jeturn to lite in Madind,” „ belicte I ſhall not: 
« {:.n\wered Con Pompeio) for | am to happy as to be 
„beloved by the King of Poitygar; and cio à great 
deal ot pleaſute at his court. But notwithiſtanding his 
« kindneſs to me, Mould you believe that J have been 
„ upon the point of quitting his dominions for ever?“ 


«© Pray teil us the reaten! (laid Don Ale xo) + With. 


« all my hcait; (anfwered Don Pompeio) and at the 
% fame time, will relate the floty of my lite.” 


CHAP. VII. The Hiftory of Don Funteis de Cao. 


ON Alexo (added he) knows that while T was yet 4 

boy, [ was reſolved to carry arms; and that fee- 

ing our own country in protound peace, | v.ent to Portu- 
gal, from whence | paſſed over into Airica with the duke 
of Braganza, wio gave me employment in the army un- 
der his command. Being a younger brother of very 
ſmall fortune, [ was under a necelitty of ſignalizing mylelt 
in ſuch a manner as to attract the notice of the general; 
aud did my duty ſo well, that the duke promoted and 
put me in a condition to ferve with honour. After a 
long war, the iſſue of which you all know, I attached 
myte!f io che court, and the king, upon the recom- 
mendation 0! the general othcers, gratitied me with a 
conſiderable 


—— th ao. Alon tt. 
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conſiderable penſion. Senſible of this monarch's ge nero- 
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fity, I loit no occaſion of manifeſting my ä by 
my aſſiduity); and * as always in attcadance, at thoie 
hours in which people ate permitted to pay their reipects 
by which b. -haviour, 1 intenfibly acqurced the love of that 
priace, who honoured me with new favours. _ 

Having one day diltiugutſhed mylelf at the ring, and 


a bull-fighr that preceded it, the whole court commended 


my freng: h and addreis; and when I returned home, 
loaded with appla ute, | found a billet importing, that a 
lady, the conquett of whom = at to flatter me more 
than all the honour I had that day acquired, wanted to 
converſe with me ; and that | mould in the twilight re- 
pair eo 2.CE tal: 71 place þ that V. decried, This letter 
gave me more pleaſure than all the pruiſe 1 had received, 
and I imagine that the perſon wao wrote it, mult be a 
lady of the firſt quality. You may eafily gueis that | 
flew to the rendezvous, where an dd woman bei ing in 
, to ſerve as a guide, intreduced me by a litile 
garden-door, into a great houfe, and {hut me in a rich 


cloſet, faying, ** Stay here until I inform my milirels of 


your arrival.” I perceived a great many curious things 
in this clolet, which was enlightened by a great number of 
wax-candles ; but my ſole view in confidering its magni- 
ficence, was to confirm myſelf in the opinion I had al- 
ready conceived of the lady's rank. It all that I law 
teemed to aſſure me the was a perion of the firſt quality; 
when ſhe 2 zppeared, | was convinced of it, by her noble 
aud majettic ait. Nevertnelets | was miſtaken. 

„ Signior Cavalier, (ſaid the) after the advances I have 
made, it would be ridiculous to cauccal the tender ſenti- 
ments [ have ior you ; which, however, were not in- 
{pired by that merit you have this day ſhewn betore the 
whole court. [hat only has hattened the diſcovery : tor 
have ſcen you more than once, and enquired | into Your 
character, which pleated me ſo much, that I determined 
to tollow my inciination. Don't imagine, added the, 
that you have made 2 conqueſt oi ſome duicheſs Jam 
no other than the widow of a imple ofl:eer of the king's 
guards: but what makes your victory ſtill more glorious, 


is the preference I give you, to one of the greateſt lords 


of the kingdom. Lhe duke of Almeyda 1 IS 11 love with 
1 + Me, 
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me, and (partes nothing to inflame me with a mutual paf. 
non: but hitherto he has been unlucceſsful, and I ſuffer 
his addreſſes only through vanity.” 

Though I found by her diicourſe that I had to do 
with 2 coquet, I thought mytelf very much obliged to 
fortune for this adventure: Donna Hortenſia (to was the 
lady called) was ſtill in the piime of youth ; and I was 
Gaczled with her beauty : behdes, ſhe offered me the 
poſſoſlion of a heart which would not yield to the ad- 
dteſſes of a duke. Wat a triumph was this for a youn 
Spaniſh cavalier! I accordingly threw mytelt at her feet, 
thanked her jor her gouunets, faid all that a man of 
gallantry could utter on ſuch an occaſion, and the had 
reaſon to be {atished with the tranſports of my gratitude. 


We parted the beſt friends in the world, after having a- 


greed to ſee one another every night on which ſue ſhould 
£ diſengaged from the duke of Almeydu, and this ſhe pro- 
miſed to advertile me oi, punctually ; in which ſhe did 
not fail, fo that, in a word, 1 became the Comms of this 
new Venus. | 


But the pleaſures of liſe are far from being eternal! 


Whatever meaiures the lady could take to conceal our 
correſpondence from my rival, he did not fail to get no- 
tice of the whole of what it was ſo much our intereſt to 
keep from his knowledge. A malecontent chambermaid 
informed him of the affair; and that lord, naturally ge- 


nerous, but withal haughty, jealous, and paitionate, 
was incenſed at my prelumpt.on; rage and jealouty took. 


poſieſſion of his tcul; and following the dictates of his 
fury, he refolved to avenge himtelt of me in an inta- 
mous manner. One night, while I was with Hortenſia, 
he waited for me at the little garden-door, attended by 
all his footmen. armed with clubs; and as ſaon as I came 
out, making thete wretches ſeize me, ordered them to 
cudgel me to death. Strixe, faid he, and let the au- 
dacious villain perith under your hands; for to Jam re- 
folved to puniſh his inſolence.“ He had no ivoner ſpoke 
theſe words than his people aſſaulted me all together, and 
gave me ſo many blows, that I lay ſtretched upon the 
ground without feaie or motion. Alter which, they re- 


tired with their maſter, who had regaled hiniclf with this 


crue! execution; and I remained as they left me, during 


the 
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the reſt of the night. At break of day ſome people hap- 


pencd to paſs, and perceiving (Ul tome lite in me, were 
ſo charitable as to carry me to the houſe of a ſurgeon 3 

luckily my wounds were not mortal, and | tell into the 
hands of a ſkilful artitt, who made a pertect cure on me 


in two months: at the end of which time, I repaired a- 
gain to court, and reſumed my former way of living, 


ſave that I never went back to Hortenſia, who on her part 
took no ſtep to ſee me again, becauſe the duke on theſe 


terms had pardoned het intidelity. 


My adventure being univerſilly known, and no- 
body ſuſpecting my Courage, every une was atlonithed 
to ſce me as tranquil as 11 | had not reccived an attront : 
jor I imparted my thoughts to no man breathing. and 
ſeemed to be void ol all reſentment ; ſo that people did 


not know what to think of my teigne d intenfibility. Some 


believed that notwithſtanding mz courage, the rank of 
my antagonilt kept me in awe, and obiiged me to * 
the injury: others, with more reaton, iuipected my 
ſilence, and looked upon the beaccabie appearance 1 
put on, as a deceitful calm. Of this opinion was the 


king, who did not think me a perton that would leave tuch 


an outrage unpunithed; but believed that | would not 
tail to re: enge ou [t as ſoon a3 | could hnu a favdurable 
opportunity. That he m I at "PRA V. hether Or not he; guet- 
ſed my ſentiments saright, he called me one day ito his clo- 
fet, where he ſaid, “ Don Pompeio, | know the accident 
which has happened to vou, and am, | conlets, turprited 
at your tranquillity, which mutt certainly be Gniimulae 
ton.” s dite, I replied, I know nor who was the ag— 
grellor, having been attacked in the dark by people un- 
known ; to that wu con nog my. elt {or the mis/ortune- 


as well az | can. No, no, (taid the king) vou mutt 
not think to dupe me with . evaſion whluic x is all dif 
ſembled: 1 kave been in! formed of the whoic affair: the 


duke of lmey da has given you a mortal aitront. You 
are a gentleman and 1 Caſtilian, and | know what tlicte 
qualities oblige you to do. You have formed a reſolu- 
tion to aveng. vourlſell, Co nmunicate vour ſcheme to 
me. | infilt upon it—ahd don't be afraid that you ſhall 
have cauſe to Iepent of making me your Cunmlante. 

| 1 5 «© Since 
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„Since your majeſty (anſwered I) commands it, 1 
will diſcover my ſentiments. Yes, Sir, I intend to take 
vengeance for the affront I have ſuffered. Every one who 
bears the name of a gentleman is accountable for it to his 
family. You know the unworthy treatment I have re- 
ceived ; and I purpoſe to aſſaſſinate the duke of Almeyda, 
to revenge myſelt, in a manner fuitable to the offence. 
{ will plunge a poignard in his breaſt, or ſhoot him 
through the head, and efcape, if I can, into Spain. 
Thi; is my defign.” „ It is a violent one, (faid the 
Ling) neverthelcis, | cannot condemn it, after the crucl 
buttage which the due of Almeyda has committed up- 
on vou. Heis worthy oi the chatlifement you referve 
tor him: but do not execute your enterpriſe in a hurry, 
Leave it to me to nnd out an ex2edient for bringing you 
io an accommodation.” * Ah, Sir! (cried |, very much 
chagrined) why did you obiige me to reveal my fecret ? 
What expedient can ** If I dont find one to your 
ſatisfaction, (121d he, interrupting me) you may put your 
relolution in practice. I don't intend to abuſe the con- 
ndence von have repoted in me, and will by no means 
betray your honcur So that you may make youriclt ealy 
on that ſcore. 


| was greatly at a los to know in what manner the 
king pretended to terminate this affair in an amicablo 
manner: and this is the method he took. In a private 


converſation with the duke of Almevda, “ My lord, 


* (faid he) you have inſuted Don Pompeio de Caſtro; 
* ant as you are not ignorant of his being a man of i- 
„ luttiious birth, and a gentleman whom I love on ac- 
count of his faithful ſervices, you ought to give him 
« fatisfaction.” * am not of an humour to retule it; 
„ (anfwercd the duke) if he complains of my wrath, I 

am ready to do him juſlice in the field.” * You muſt 
give him another ſort of reparation (replied the king) 
a Spaniſh gentleman underſtands the point of honour 
too well, to fight openly with a ſecret aftailin. I can 
give you no other name, and you cannot expiate the 


10 
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ſenting your enemy with a cane, and ſubmitting to a 


retaliation.” O heavens! (cried the duke) What, 
* Sir! would you have a. man of my rank condeſcend 


„ to. 


indignity of your action, any other way, than by pre- 


„ 
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« to humble himſelf before a ſimple cavalier, and allow 
himſelf to be caned !” ** No, (teplied the monarch) 
« | will make Don Pompeio promite that he will not 
« ſtrike vou. Only alk pardon for the violence you 
„committed, and pretent him with a cane that is all 
AL expect of you.” ** And that is roo much to expect 
from me, dir; ({aid the duke, interrupting him halliiy) 
[ will rather n nue expoled to the ſecret ſhaſts of 
« his revenge.“ Your lite is dear to me, (laid the 
king) and my te: ire is that this alfur may have ne bad 


* 


- 


„ conſequences. lo bring it to 4 3 the leis 


* ditagreeab!y for you, I "will be the only witne's to 
« that ſatisfaction which | tact upon vour making 16 tlie | 
Spaniard.” | 

The king had occaſion tor a his pe wer over the duke, 
to bring him to this mortisving conclercontion, Ho- 
ever, he tucceeded ; ant atreriwards, iending {or me, 
recounted the cifconte he has with my enemy, and eK 
ed if [ would be tati tied with tne wepuratian agrevd upon 
between them. © 1 antuued in che iirpiative, and 
* gave my word and hunour, that iar from thiriag the 
„% offender, | would not even accept oi the cane ke 
„ ſhows preſent we.” lings being regulated in this 
manner, the duke and 0 25 dia v. went at a4 certain 
hour to the. | king, WHO thutting bc up Wit us in the 
cloſet, © Come: (tuid he to the duke) acknow cg your 
fault and deterve to be torgiven.” Upon this, my 
enemy made Lis apolorry. and prevented e with the 
cane he had in his hand. Don Pompey ſaid tae mo- 


+ narch to me, that nant, take the cane, and let not 


my preſence hinder you from fatistvins Your injured 
„ honour : | acquit you of t the promiie you made, Not 
„to ſtrike the duke. No, Sir, anſwered ) it is 
ſuſmcient that he 23 to be beaten; an injured Spa- 
* mard aks no more. „ Well, {replied the king) ſince 


* you arc conte: ated with that tactsfacii on, you may Now 
enjoy the privilege ot a regular proceis: meature your 
6c 


twords, and determine your quarrel like men of ho- 
„ nour.” {tis what | ardentlv deſire! (cried the duke 
„of Almeyda, with pre <cipitation) and that alone is cap- 


able ot conſoling Ae ler the ame ul condeſcenſion l 
have Mace. ' 
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50 ſaying, he went away full of rage and confuſion, 
and two hours alter, ſent to let me know that he waited 
for me in a private place. I hither I repaired, and found 
that lord in a humour tor fighting heartily. He was 
not quite forty, and wanted neither courage nor ſkill, ſo 
that the match was pretty equal. Come, Don Pom- 
peio, (ſaid he) let us decide our difference here: both 
* of us ought to be exaiperated to the higheſt pitch; 
* you, for the treatment you have received at my hands; 
„and J, for having aſked your pardon.” With theſe 
words, he drew upon me, o ſuddenly, that I had no 


time to make any reply ; and puthed with great vigour; 


but [ had the good fortune to party all his thruſts, and 


attacked him in my tun: when! found 1 had to do with 


an antagontiit who knew now to defend, as well as to aſ- 
ſuit ; and | don't know what might have happened, if 
he had not made a faile ſtep in _rctreating, and fallen 
backward. I ftopt immediately, and bid him get up— 

and he antfwered, ** * * do you ſpare me; Jam in- 
*« jured by your pity.” * will not wrong my glory 
to much (laid 1) as to Wy the advantage of your 
„ misfortune: get up oace more and let us fight it 


Den Pompeo (ald he, ring) aſter this inſtance of 
vour generoſity, hongur wil not permit me to uſe my 
« ford againſt vou. What would 'the word lay oi me 
fliould | kill you? I fh ould be looked upon as a coward, 
who had taken the lite of a perion who had it in his 
** power to deptive me of mine. I can, theretore, no 
longer fight againſt vou, and I feel the warm tranſports 
ot gratitude fucceed thoſe furious emotions which 
* reigned in my breatt. Don Pompeio, added he, let 
„our mutual hatred ccaſe. Let us even go farther— 
„ and be friends. Ah, my lord, cried I, I em- 
brace the agreeable propos al with joy! I vow the moſt 
« ſincere frienditip : and as the firſt proof, promiſe 
« never to {ct foot within the door of Donna Hortenſia, 
« even though le mould defire to fee me.” © Ir is I, 
„ (faid he) wio mutt yield that lady to you You have 
" 1 juiter title to her, fince her inclination is fixed upon 
« you.” © No, no, (cned I, interrupting him) you 
„love her, and the favours which ſhe might beſtow 
— en 
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„ therefore to your repoſe.” © Ah too generous Caſti- 


| rolity to a gentlem uin whom 8 had covered with igno- 
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« ypon me, would give you pain; I facriice them 


« lian! (replied the duke, locking me in his arms) I 
« am charmed with vour fentiments! What remorle do 
„ they produce within me! With what grief—with 
„% what ſhame. do reflect on the outrage you received! 
„% The fatisfaction | give you in the king” s Clotet, ſeems 
% now too flight. I will make a better reparation for the 
« injury, and in order to efface the diihonour of it in- 
* tirely, J oder one of my nieces to you in marriage. 
„ She 15 a rich heireis, not yet fiteen, and ſtill more 
beautiful than young.” 

| made my Compliments tothe duke, in ſuch expreſ- 
fions of acknowledgment, as the honbur of entering into 
his alliance, inipired ; 3 in a te days married his 
niece. The whole > Court congtatulated him on his gene- 


* 


miny; and my friends rejoiced with me, on the happy 
concluſion of an adventure which ſeemed 10 promiſe a 
more m-lancholy ifſue. Since that time, gentlemen, I 
live agreeably at Litbon, beloved by my wile, of whom 
| am itil tond ; the duke of Almeyd gives me every 
day freſh proots of his Sind p; and | dare boaſt of 
being pretty well with the King o, Portugal. The im- 
portance of this my journey to Madrid, which I un- 
dertodk by His order, being a tuificicat evidence of his 
eſteem. 


CHAP. VIII. By that accident Gil Blas was obliged 


to jeek a net face, 


UH was the ſtory that Don Pompeio recounted, 

I and which the v. alet of Don Alexo and | overheard, 
aithough they had tuken the precaution of ſending us a- 
way before it was begun: but inſtead of retiring we 
ſtopt at the door which we had left half open, and from 
thence loſt not a word of what was ſaid. Aiter this, the 
noblemen ſet in to drinking, but their debauch did not 
laſt till day; becauſe Don Pompeio who was to attend the 
prime miniſter in the morning, was very deſirous of a 
little relk. Accordingly the marquis of Zeneta and — 
matter 
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maſter embracing that cavalier, bid him adieu, and left 
him with his kinſman. 
We went to bed for this time, before morn, and Don 
Matthias, when he waked, inveſted me with a new em- 
ployment. Gil Blas, (ſaid he) take paper and ink, 
and write two or three letters which ! will dictate; 
henceforward thou art mv ſecretary.“ Good, (ald to 
myſelf) another addition to my unctions: as 2 lacquey, 
1 follow my matter every where; as a valet de chambre, 
help him to dreſs; and wit! is vader him as his ſecretary : 
heaven be praiſed! [ act, like Hecate, in a threetold ca- 
pacity. Thou doſt not know, added he, what I am 
about; which is bricſis this. But be tecrei—tor thy 
life thall anſwer it. As 1 tometimes mevt with people 
who boaſt of their gaad fortune in love intrigues; | am 
refolved; in order to excel them all, to have alwa's in 
my pocket feigned letters from women, which I Mill. 
read on fuch occaſions. I his will airo;d me fome di— 
verſion, and more happy than thofe of my fellous, who 
acquire conqueſts only for the p:eculure of making them 
public, L will publith thote which 1 have not had the 
trouble to make; but remember to ditguiſe thy hand in 
{ach a manner, as that the billets may not appear to be 
written by the ſame perſon.“ 
Upon this I tock paper. per, anc i. k, and fat down to 
obey Don Matthias, Who at Hen dictated 4 iove-letter in- 
theſe terms: 
6 OU was not to night at the place of aflignation⸗ 
Ah, Don Matthias! what can you tay tO. 
« juſtify yourſeli? How much have | been mittaken, 
« and how well have I been puntih. 4 tor haviag the Va- 
nity to think that you would i ciitice all the amute- 
« ments and buſineſs of the gay wo:ld, to the plcaluie 
« of ſeeing Dorma Cara de Mendoza.” 


The next billet he made me write, was 11 the name 
of a lady, who preterrec! im to a prince x 2nd the laſt, 
from one who told him, that it the was tor of bis dit- 
cretion, the would mak« a voya ge v ick. hirn io the Hand 
of Cythera. He was not lalieied with « chrting thele 
nue epiſtles: he obliged me allo to lubteribe them v — 
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the names of ladies of quality. Upon which I could 


not heip obterving, that | thought it a ticklich affair; but. 


he defired me to keep my advice to myſelt, until he 
ſhould have occaſion to aſk it: I was therefore obliged to 
execute his commands in hilence. This being done, he 
got up, dreis'd, put the letters in his pocket, and went 
out ; and I follow'd him to the houte of Don Juan de 
Moncada, who had invited five or ſix gentlemen of his 
friends to dinner. | | 


The entertainment was ſumptuous, and mirth, the 


beſt ingredient in all banquets, reigned duiing the tepaſt. 
All the gueſts contributed to enliven the converſation; 
ſome by raillery, and others by recounting exploits of 
which they themſelves were the heroes. My matter, 
unwilling to loſe ſuch a fair opportunity of profiting by 


the letters ke had made me wiite, read them aloud, 
with tuch an air of aſſurance, that (his ſecretary ex- 


cepted) every body ſeemed to beiteve them genuine.— 
Among the gentlemen, betore whom he was guilty of this 
effioaterie, there was one Don Lope de Velaſio, a ver 
ledate man, who, inſtead of rejoicing like the reſt at the 
fuccels of the reader, coldly alked, it the conqueſt of 
Donna Clara had cot him dear. —*+ Almoſt lets than no- 
thing, (replied Don Matthias:) the made all the ad- 
« yances. Having ſeen me in the park, I happened to 
& pleae her; upon which | was followed by her order; 
and as toon as ſhe l-arned who I was, ſhe wrote to 
me, appointing an atſignation at her houte in the night, 
* when all the tamiiy ſhould be a-bed. I obeyed the 
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am too much of 2 gentlemamto tell what followed.” 


At this laconic detail the lord of Velaſco changed 


countenance, and it was not difficult to perceive what 


concern he had in the lady in queftion. “ All theie 


billets (far he, darting a furious look at my maſter) 
ate abſolutely falſe, and eſpecially that which you 
* boait of having received from Donna Clara de Men- 

_ * doza, than whom there is not a more chaſte \ oung 
lady in Spain. A gentleman, no ways your inferior 
either in birth or perſonal merit, has done every thing 
in his power, during two whole years, to make an 
« 1mpretiion on her heart; and ſcarce has he been able 


0 


ſummons, and was introduced to her apartment.— 
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« to obtain the moſt innocent favours, tho' he has rea- 


« fon to flatter himſelf, that, if ſhe was capable of 


« granting any other kind of indulgence, it would be 
« ro him alone.” © Hey-day! who ſays any thing to 
« the contrary? (faid Don Mlatthias, with an air of 
« raillery.)—l agree with you, chat the is 2 lady of ho- 
« nour; and, for my part, [ am a young, fellow of ho- 
« nour ; conſequently you ought to believe, that no- 
„% thing which was not very honourable paſs'd between 


« interrupting him :) jeiting a- part, you are an impoſtor. 
« Donna Clara never made an aſſignation with vou at 
« night; and I wii! nor ſuljer you to blacken her repu- 
tation — I ſhall jay no more at picſent“ Havin 
thus expreſſed himſelf, he looked ſternly at the whole 
company, and retired in ſuch a manner, as to make me 
believe that this affair would have very bad conſequences. 
My maſter, who was brave enough ior a lord of his 
character, deſpiiing the threats of Don Lope, “ What 
« a fool there is! (cried he, burtting into a fit of Jaugh- 
ter :) your knignt3-errant pretended only to maintain 
« the beauty of their miſtreſſes; but he, forivoth, muit 
« yindicate the chaſtity of his. Now th:s to me ſeems 
« {till more extravagant.“ | 
Velaſco's retreat, which was in vain oppoſed by Meon- 
cada, did not at all diiturb the banquet: the cavalicrs, 
without taking much notice of it, continued their mirth, 
and did not part till next morning at iive O clock, when 
my maſter and I went home to bed. I was overwheim- 
ed with droufinefs, and hoped to eniov a good fleep 
but I reckoned without my loſt, or rather without our 
porter, who came and waked me an hour atter, telling 
me, that there vas a young man at the gate, who went- 
ed to ſpeak with me. Ah! curſe tance for 2 porter, 
« (cried |, yawning) do'ſt thou conſid er tat I have juſt 
now got to bed? Lell the young man that | am allecp, 
and bid him return at anviber time.“ * He mutt 
{peak with you inſtantly, (replied he; for he affures 
« me that the aiair will admit oi no delay.” At thefe 
words I got up, and putting on my breeches and doublet 
only, went to the door, curling all the way.— 


«c 


« Fyend, (laid I, to the young man who waited for 


« us.”—** Ah! this is too much, (cried Don Lope, 
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« me) let me know, if you pleaſe, what preſſing affair 
« procures me the honour of ſeeing you fo eariy in the 
« morning? I have (anſwered he) a letter tor Don 
« Matthias, to be delivered into his own: hand. He 
« muſt read it immediately; for it is of the utmoſt con- 
« ſequence to him: I beg you will therefore ſhew me 
into his chamber.” I hluking it treated of ſome very 
important affair, I roox the liberty of waking my maſ- 
ter : © I aſk pardon (ſaid I to him) for interrupting your 
« repoſe ; but the itaportance—" © What wouldſt 
thou have? (cried he haftily:) Upon which the young 
man who accompanied me, laid, „ My lord, I have 
« a letter for you from Don Lope de Velaico.” Don 
Matthias took, opened, and having read it, faid to 
Don Lope's valet, Hark'ee, child, | would not get up 
before noon to make one in the beſt party of pleaſure 
„that ever was propoſed ; judge then, if I ſhall riſe 
at fix o'clock in the morning to Fght.— Thou may'ſt 
« tell thy maſter, it ke will be in the ſame place half 
an hour after twelve, I will meet him there.” So 
ſaving, he ſunk down in Eis bed, and fell aſleep again 
with great expedition. | 

Between eleven and twelve he got up, and, dreſſing 
wich great Coinpolure, went out, teiling me he — 
diſpenſe with my attendan.e ; but | was too curious to 
know the conlequence to obey him in this, and there- 
fore waiked at ſome diſtance behind him to St. Jerome's 
meadow, where I perceived Don Lope de Velaſco, 
waiting tor him in a refolute manner. The better to 
obſerve them, | concealed mytelt, and, irom afar, 
could lee them meet, and begin to fight a moment after. 
The combat was long, each in his turn, having puſhed 
his antagonilt with gicat vigour and addrels : but victory 
declared for Don Lope, who run my maſter through 
the body, and, leaving him ſbretched upon the ground, 
made off, very well ſatisted with the vengeance he had 
taken. I ran up to the uniortunate Don Matthias, 
whom | found without ſenſe, and almolt without lite. 
I was melted at the fight, and could not heip theduing 
tears at a death, of which | had been an involuntary 
ialtrument.—Notwithſtanding my grief, however, I did 
not forget my on little Coucerns ; but retura'd home 


with 
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with all haſte, where (without {peaking a h) llable of the 
matter) I made up a bundle of my cloaths, among 
which I threw, by miſtake, ſome of my matter's move- 
ables; and when | had carried it to the barber's houle, 
where I had left my intriguing ſuit, publithed through 
the whole city the fatal accident, of which | was witnets : 


I told it to every body who gave me the heating, and, 
in particular, took care to inform Rodriguez of what 


had happened He ſcemed lefs aflicted with the news 
than buſted about the meatures he was to take on this 
occalicn. Haeing atiembled the tervants, he ordered 
them to fol him; and repairing in a body to St. 
* meadow, we tuok vp our maſter, who, tho' 
e ſtill breath'd, Cied in three hours after he was car- 
tied to his own houte. Thus periſned Don Matthias 
de Silva, lor having taken it into his head to read forged 
love- letters at an untcaſonable ume. 


1 
CHAP. IX. Of the perſon in ⁊ulioſe ſervice he en- 


gazed, after the death of Dan Matthias de Silva. 


Few days aftcr the funeral of Don Matthias, all 

J his ſervaats being paid and diſmiſſed, | fixed my 
abode in the houſe of the little barber, with whom [ 
began to live in ſtrict friendſhip; and there I promiſed 


mylelt more pleaſure than with Muitendez. As | did 
not want money, I was in no hurry to inquie about a 
new place: beſides, 1 was become nice on that point, 


and reivlved to ſerve none but the quality tor the tu- 
ture; for which reaton | intended to examine narrowly 
into whatever pott ſhould occur, believing that there 
was none too guod for me; fo much did [ then think 
the valet of a young nobleman pretecable to all others. 
In the mean time, until fortune ſhould pretent ſuch a 
family as I thought 1 deſerved, 1 imagined nothing 
could be more agreeable than to conlecrate my leiture to 


my handlome Laura, whom 1 had not ſeen lince that 


night when we were both fo plealintly undeceived.— 
I aurit not dreſs in the ſuit of Dun Cxlar de Ribera, 
which (unleis 1 had affumed it tor a diſguiſe) would 
have made me pals ſor a downright madman : but my 
own was till very decent, and being very well equipp's 
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in ſtockings, ſhoes, and hat, I adjuſted myſelf, with 
the barber's aſſiſtance, in a middle way between Don 
Cæſar and Gil Blas, and in this condition repair'd to 
Arſenia's houſe; where, finding Laura alone in the 
fame parlour where | had ſeen her before, the no ſooner 
perceived me than ſhe cried, ** Ha! are you there? J 
« thought I had loit you Seven or eight days are 
paſſed ſince I gave you the permitlion of viſiting me: 
[ ſee you don't abule the liberties in which the ladies 
indulge you.” | | 
| excuſed myſelf on accyunt of my maſter's death, 
and the bufinels in which | had been engaged ; and 
added, in a very polite manner, that ever in che midtt 
of all my cares, the fair Laura had ſtill kept poſſeſſion 
of my heart. Well, then, (taid ſhe) | will reproach 
„you no more; but own, that I have alſo thought of 
& you: and as foon as I heard of the mistortune of 
« Don Matthias, formed a project which perhaps will 
„ not diipleate you.—Some time ago | heard my mit- 
* eG fav, R: Re wanted tn have à kind of Reward 
in the houte ; a young man who ſhould underſtand 
&:cnomy, and keep an exact account of the money 
diſburted for houte-xceping. 1 have caſt my eyes on 
your lordſhip, and belicve vou would not be an im- 
proper perion for that employment.“ I perceive 
(2ntwered I) that I ſhould acquit myelt in it to a 
wonder; for I have read Ariitotie's Oeconomics; 
and as to keeping accounts, it is my chief excellence, 
But, child, (added 1) there is one objection to my 
engaging in Attenta's fervice. '—"+ Vinat may that 
be? (ſaid Laura) © I have fworn I replied) never 
to ſerve a plebeian: nay, I have twoin by Styx; 
and it jupiter himtelf durſt not violate that vath, 
judge if a valet ought to regarch it.“ — V. hom do'ſt 
thou call plebeians ? (aid the chimber maid with an 
air of diſdain! Do'ſt thou rank actreiſ''s with the 
wives of counſcllots and attorneys 5 Know, mend, 
that the ladies of the ſtage are not only noble but 
* arch woble, by che alliances they contract with men 
of quality.“ | 
** If that be the caſe, my princeſs, (aid I) I may 
accept of the place tor which you have dettined me, 

+ without 
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« without derogating from the dignity oH iny cefolution.” 
“ Ceriainly, (the replied) to pats {rom the family of a 


664 


« to maintain the fame fpbere vi lite; for we rank in 


all reſpects with the qualry: e keep equipages like 
them ; we live as well; and, at bottom, ought to 
hold the fawe «tteem in civil lite.” —* Really, (added 
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qual footing ; ior, granting that the marquis, during 


three parts of the day, is, by virtue of his blood, 
ſuperior to the plaver ; the actor, duiing the remaiu- 
ing part, is ralled till more above the marquis by the 
cue of an emperor or king whom he repreicnts, This, 
in my opinion, inveſts us with ſuch ncbility and 
grandeur as at leaſt equals us to the people at court.“ 
O! truly (I repitzd) you are, without contradicton, 
on a level with the courtiers. What the duce! play- 
ers, I find, are not f{:.ch ſcum as | imagined ; and you 
fire me with inclinatioa to ſerve ſuch hoagurable 
people.” © Weil, then, (faid the) come back again 
in two days: I alk no more time to diſpoſe my miltreſs 
tor thy reception. I will ſpeak to her in thy behalf; 
and as I have ſome mnterett with her, am periuaded 
that thou wilt be adm ted into her ſervice.” 

I the; d Laute tor er friendſhip, and aſſured her 
that v. + penetrated eich gratitude, which | expreticd 
with Inc; trantports g leit her no room to doubt my 
ſinccrity. - We main ined a pretty long converſation to— 
gerher, a it wou have litied longer, had not 2 little 
page com to tel! uy princeis that Arienta wanted her; 
upon Wu n we. parted. I duitted the houie of this 
actreſs, in the tweet hope of living in it at my cate, in a 
very ſhort time; and did not fail to return at the time 
appointed. 1 was juſt expecting thee, taid Laura) 
in order to aſſure thee, that thou art now one of the 
„ houſhold: come, foliow me, and Iwill preſent thee 
„to my miſtrets.” 50 ſaying. ſhe carried me into an 
apartment, compoſed of five or lix rooms ot a floor, 
each more richly ſurniſhed than the other. 

Heavens! what luxury and magniiicence! I believed 
. myſelf in the palace of a vice-queen ; or rather thought 
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beau into the ſervice of a theattica heroine, is ſtill 


ſhe) it we conſider a marquis and a player, thro' che 
courle of a day, we ſhall find them upon a pretty e- 
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I ſaw all the riches in the world amaſſed together in one 


place; tor there was variety of things produced in dit- 


terent nations; and one might term this apartment the 
temple of tome corldets, to whom every traveller pre- 
ſented an oifering of the ranties of his country. I per- 


ceived the divinity ſeated on a large ſattin couch, charm- 


ing to the eye, and flock wich the fieams of lacritice : 
ſhe was in a genteel dithabille, and her tair hands were 
buſy in preparing a new head-drets, in which the was 
to pertorm that night. Madam, (taid her maid) 
« here is the houie-keeper I mentioned. —I can affure 


« you, that you will not find one more tor your pur- 


« pole.” Arſenia looked at me very attentively, and 1 
had the good fortune to plcate her. Aha! Laura, 
« (cried thc) there's a pretty young fellow. I torelee 
« that I ſhall be very well fatished with him.” Then 
addreſſing herielt to me, © Child, (ſaid the) I like your 
appearance, and am at a ward: if you ſerve me well, 
* you ſhall have no cauſe to complain.” [ anſwered, 
that my - whole ſtudy and endeavour ſhouid be to pieate 
her: and tecing that we were agreed, went to fetch my 
cloaths, and was inſtalled in my new othce. 


CHAP. X. It hich is as ſhort as the feregting. 


T being near play-time, my miſtreſs bid Laura and 

me toliow her to the theatre. We went accordingly 
to her tyring-room, where the put oil her ordinary 
drels, and took another more magniltcent tor her ap— 
pearance on the ſtage. "The curtain being drawn, Lau- 
ra conducted and fat cown by me in a place, where we 
could both ſce and hear the actors perfectly weil. I 
was diigutited ar the greateſt part of them, doubtle(s be- 
cauſe Dun Pompeio had prejudiced me again them. 
deveral, however, were very much apphauded, and, 
among theſe, even ſome who pu: me in mind of the 
table of the pig. 

Laura told me the names of all the actors and »ctrefſes 
as they preſented themſelves; and, not contented wich 
this, the ſatirical baggage defcrib'd their characters 
nicely, as they appeared. ** "this here (laid the) is a 
** noodle, — That fellow is a brute; and that minx 

„ whom 


= — — — 
„ 


— — 2 — — — ct 25 


« whom you ſee, with an air more lewd than engaging, 
« js called Rofarda ; a very bad acquiſition for the com- 
« pany! ſhe ſhould be enrol;-d in the troop that i raifing 
« by order of the viceroy of New Spain, to be trant- 
« ported forthwith into America. Obſerve that lumi- 
« nous conſtellation advancing: that fair ſetting ſun, 
« known by the name of Caftilda : it ſhe had exacted a 
« ſtone from each of her lovers, as a princeſs of Egypt 
« js {aid to have done heretolore, the could have raifed 
« a pyramid which would have touched the third hea- 
« yen” In ſhort, Laura gave no quarter: her malici- 
ous tongue did not even ſpare her own miſtreſs. 
Nevertheleſs I will confels my weakneſs: I was 


charmed with mv chamber-maid, tho' her character 
was not morally good. She fatirized fo agreeably, that 


T was even in love with her malice. Between the acts 


ſhe got up, to go and fee if Artenia wanted her; but 


inſtead oft returning immediately to her place, ſhe a- 
muſed herſeli behind the ſcenes, in liſtening to the ſoft 
things that were ſaid by the men who flattered her. I 
followed her, tor once, to obſerve, and perceived that 
ſhe had 2 great many acquaintances; having reckoned 
no leſs than three actors. who, one after another, ſtopt 


to ſpeak with her, and ſeemed to treat her with great 


familiarity. This was not at al] agrecable to me. who 


feeling, for the firit time. what it was to be jealous, 


returned to mv teat ſo prnfive and melancholy, that Lau-— 


ra obferved it as foon as the came back. © What is the 


% matter with thee, GI His: (faid the, with ſurprize ) 


„What gloorry dzzmon has taken poſſeſſion of thee 


&« ſince | went away * "thou feemett {ad and deſected.“ 
« ] have too much reaſon to be ty, my princels, (an- 
« ſwered I) you have: little too much vivacity in your 
% behaviour: | have Gh/cerved vou with the actors.“ 
% A pleatant cane of melzncholv, indeed! (faid ihe, 
« {1ughing) How! does that give thee any uncafinet: ? 
„ "Truly thou art a meer novice: but thou wilt fee a 
« great many other {irange things among us, and muſt 
« accuftora thytelt to out eaſy way of liic.— Harbour 
* no jealouty, child; tor that, among comedians, is 
© looked upon as ridiculous: therefore we have * 
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« of it. Fathers, huſbande, brothers, uncles, and 
« couſins, with us. are the moſt complaiſant perſons on 
earth, and generally make tett;emeats tor their own 
« family. 

Aiter having exhorte d me to take umbrage at nothing,. 
but look upon every thing with compolure, fhe declared 
that I was the happy n . u ho had found the way to 
her heart; and aſſured me; that her love mould always 


reſt on me alone. On this aſſurance, which however I 
might have diſtruſted, without the imputation of being 


roo ſuſpicious. | promifed never more to be alarmed, and 
kept my word; tor that very evening | faw her in cloſe 


converiation, ad heard her laugh heartily with ſeveral 


different nen. W hen the play was over, we went home 
with our nutlreſs, where Florimonda ſoon after arrived, 


with three old noblemen and an actor, to ſupper. Be- 


ſides Laura and me, there were oi the ſervants of the 
houſe, a cookmaid, à coackman, and a page, who all 
joined in preparing tor tupper. I he cook, who was no 
leſs dextrous than Dame jacinta, was athſted by the 
coachman in dreiling the victuals ; while the chamber- 

m2id and page laid the cioth, and I furniſhed the buffet 


with the tinett plate and ſeveral cups of gold, which 


were ofjered to the goddels oj the temple | ſtored it 
likewiſe with bottles of the choiceſt wines, ſerving in m 

on perſon as cup-bearer, to ſhew my mittrels that I 
could turn my hand to every thing. The deportment 
of the actreites, during the revatt, filled me with ad mi- 
ration: they aſſumed airs of importance, and imagined 
themielves women of the artt rank. Far from addreſ- 
ting the noblemen with the it le of your excellence, they 
did not even give them that of your iordihip; but called 
them ſimply by their names : true, indeed, theſe ver 

noblemen had ipoiled and made them lo vain, by ſuffering 
them to be to iamiliar.—-As for the actor, he, like a 
player, uſed to pertorin the hero, treated them without 


ceremony, drank to their health, and maintained (as one 


may lay) the upper end of the table. © Upon my toul, 
* laid 1 to myſelt) hen Lauia demonſtrared the equa- 
lity of the marquis and the player in the day. time, 
*« the might have added, that they are ſtill more to in, 
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ce the night, ſince they ſpend it thus in drinking toge- 
*« ther.” 

Arfenia and Florimonda being naturally wanton, a thou- 
ſand hardy expreſſions e eſcaped them, mingled with ſmall 
favours and tovings, v. wich were exquiſitely reliſhed by 
theſe old ſinners While mv miſtreſs amuſed the one with 
a little innocent ribaldry, her friend, fitting between the 
other two, did not act the Suſannna with them. While I 
was conſidering this picture, which had but too many 
charms for a young {ellow like me, the deitertwas brought 
in: upon which | tet wine and glaſſes on the table, and 

went to {upper with Laura, who waited for me.“ Well, 
Gil Blas, (ſaid ſhe) what is thy opinion of thoſe noble. 
« men thou haſt ſeen? —“ They are doubtleſs, (an- 
« ſwered I) adorers of Arſenia and Florimonda.” „ Ng, 
„ (ſaid ſhe) they are old Jetchers, who viſit coquets 
« without attaching themlelves to them, and aſk only 
4 (mall compliances, paying generouſly for nifling fa- 
& yours they receive. Thank heaven! Flortmonda and 
« my miſtreſs are at preſent without lovers: I mean ſuch 


« loyers as aſſume the huſband, and want to engroſs all 


« the pleaſures of the houſe, becauſe they ſupport the 
« expence of it. As for my own part, I am very glad 
« it is ſo; and maintain that a coquet of ſenſe ought to 
« fly theſe forts of engagements. Why ſhov!-i he give 
« up her liberty to a maſter? Lis better to acquire an 
„ equipage penny by penny, than have one at once at 
& ſuch a price. 

When Laura was in a ſpeaki ing humour, (which was 
almoſt alviavs the calz) words as her nothing.— Hea- 


ven! what a volubility of tongue was fre muttrefs of! 


She told me a thoutand adventures which had happengd 
to the actreſſes of the prince's company; nd I conciuucd 
from her diicourle, that I could not te in a better fitu- 
ation to become perfectly acquainted! with vie I was 
unhappily of an age hen this does not create nnch 1.5 

ror; and beiides, the chambermaid t inted ches irrte. 

Jackets lo artiuily, that | heheld only the delicious bee of 
them. She had not time to relate the renth part + the 
exploits of the actreſſes; tor ſhe had {poke hul tha. 

hours, when the noblemen and player withurc, with 


Florimonda, whom they conducted to her own houſe, 


Aiter. 
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After they were gone, my miſtreſs giving me money. 
gad, There, Gil Blas, are ten piſtoles to go to market 
« to-morrow morning: five or ſix of our gentlemen and 
« ladies are to dine with me, fo that you mult take 
« care, and have every thing in plenty.“ “ Madam, 
« (anſwered I) with this ſum I'it eng1ge to entertain the 
« whole troop.” Friend, (replied Arſenia) be fo 


« good as to correct your expretſions: you muſt not call 


« them the troop, but the company. We ſay a troop ot 
« thieves, a troop of beggars, and a troop of authors; 
« but learn to ſay a company of comedians. The corps 
« of actors in Madrid elpecialiy, deierve to be called a 
„company.“ | aſked pardon for having uſed tuch a 
diſreſpectful term, and moſt humbly begged the would 
excule my ignorance ; proteſting that, tor the future, 
whenſoever | ſhould mention the gentlemen actors of 
Madrid in a collective manner, I would always call them 


the company. 


CHA P. XI. Hi the plaxers lived together ; ard 


their [Ycalment 97 auth s. 


J Went to market next morning, in order to begin my 
J othce of butler; and as it was a meagre day, bought, 


by order of my miſtreſs, ſome good fat pullets, rabbits, 
partridges, and other wild tow]; for as the gentlemen- 


players were not altogether ſatished with the behaviour 


of the church towards them, they did not think proper 


to adhere ſcrupulouſly to its commandments. —l1 brought 


home more victuals than would have ſufficed twelve ho- 


neſt gentlemen, during three days in carniral time; i» 
that the cook had work enough for the whole morning. 
While ſhe prepared the dinner, Arſenia got up, and te- 
mained at her toilet till noon, when digniots Roſimito 


and Ricardo (two actors) arrived: Conttantia and Celi- 


naura (two actreſſes) came ſoon after: and at lat Flori— 
monda appeared, accompanied by a man who had all the 
appearance of a finiſhed coxcomb. IIis hair was tied 
behind in a very foppiſh manner, his hat adorned with à 


plume of green feathers, his breeches ſmooth and (trait, 


and his ſhirt, which was very fine, and bordered with an 
handſome lace, diſplay'd at the flaſhes of his doublet. 
Vor. I. 3 Hus 
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His gloves and handkerchief were contained within the 
hilt of his ſword, and he wore his cloak with a grace al- 
together peculiar. A 

Tho' he had a good mien, and was very well made, I 
no ſooner ſaw him than remarking in him ſomething ſin- 
gular, I faid to myſelf, This gentleman muſt certainly 
* be an original.” 1 was not miftaken; for he was a 
man of a very extraordinary character. As ſoon as he 
entered Arſenia's apartment, he ran with open arms, and 
embraced the actreſſes and actors, one after another, with 
geſtures flill more extravagant than thoſe of the beaus. 
My opinion was not changed when I heard him ſpeak ; 
for he made affected pauſes, and pronounced his words 
with great emphaſis, accommodating his looks and geſ- 
tures to the ſubject. Having aſked Laura who that gentle- 
man was, I don't wonder (ſaid ſhe) at thy curioſity : 
it is impoſſible to ſee and hear Signior Carlos Alonſo de 
la Ventoleria, even for once, without feeling the ſame 


emotion. I will deſcribe him to the lite. In the firſt 


++ place, he has been a player; but quitted the ſtage thro 


„ whim, and now repents in earneſt. His black hair, 


** which thou ſeeſt, is dyed as well as his eye brows and 
„ whiſkers ; for he is older than Saturn: but as his pa- 
rents, when he was born, neglected to have his name 
*«« inſerted in the pariſh regiſter, he takes the advantage 
of their omiſnon, and calls himſelf younger than he 
„is by twenty good years at leaſt. He is, moreover, 
the moſt (elt-conceited man in Spain, tho' he ſpent the 
e firſt ſixty years of his life in the groſſeſt ignorance; 
but in order to become learned, he employed a pre- 
ceptor, who has taught him to ſpell in Latin and 
Greek. Befides, he has got an infinite number of good 
« ſtories by heart, which he has repeated and vouched 
« fo often, that at length he actually believes them to be 
« true. Theſe he brings into converſation, and one 


« and I piouſly believe it; but nevertheleſs I will own that 
he does not pleaſe me. I hear him repeat ſometimes 
in company, and, among other faults, think his pro- 
© nunciation too much affected, and his voice ſo quave- 

| ting, 
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may ſay, that his wit ſhines at the expence of his me- 
** mory. He has the character of being a great actor, 
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« ring, that it gives an antic and ridiculous air to his de- 


« clamation.” | : 
Such was the picture that my ſweet heart drew of this 


honorary ſtage-player, who was really in his deportment 


the moſt haughty mortal I had ever ſeen. He played 
the orator too, and did not fail to produce from his 
budget two or three ſtories, which he uttered with a 


| tuzi*1 air of ſolemnity. On the other hand, the actreſſes 


and a ots, who did not come there to hold their tongues, 
were no: ſilent ; but began to talk of their abſent com- 


rades, not in a very charitable manner indeed: but this 


mult be pardoned in players as well as in authors. 'The 
converſation theretore kindling againſt their neighbours : 
« You cannot guels, ladies, (aid Roſimiro) a new piece 
« of finefle of our dear confederate Ceſarino. He this 
« morning purchaſed ſilk ſtockings, ribbons and lace, 
« which be ordered a page to bring to the rehearſal, as 
« if ſent by a certain counteſs.“ „ Such a piece of 
„ knavery (ſaid Signior de Ventoleria, with a filly, vain 
« {imper) there was no uch deceit in my time: we never 
« dreamt of compoting ſuch ſtories : the ladies of qua- 
« lity, indeed, {pared us the invention, by making the 
« purchaſe themielves: it was their fancy.” “ Zooks? 


« (faid Ricardo) they have that fancy ſtill; and was I 
permitted to explain myſel hut one mutt be filent on 


+ thele fort of adventures, eſpecially when perſens of a 

certain rank are concerned.” 

Gentlemen, (nid Flurimonda, interrupting him) 

truce. With your iutrigues, it zou pleaſe, they are very 

well known to all the world, and let us talk of Iſmenia. 

They fay that noble man, veho has ipent ſo much money 

* upon ber, his Lott her at laſt.“ © Yes, truly, (cried 

Conſtautia) and tel vou more; ſhe has loſt a little 
citizen, whom the certainly would have ruined. 1 

know the on lation of the whole affair: her Mer- 
cury committed 2 ie blunder, by carrying to the 
nobleman a letter ſhe had wrote to the citizen, and 
giving this lait the biljet intended for the lord.” 
The'e are great lolles, my dear, (replied Florimon- 
du.)“ © O! as ivr the nobleman, (ſaid Conſtantia) 

there is no great matter, he had ſpent almoſt his whole 
 eftate: but the citizen had juit begun his career, and 

| K 2 had 
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«© had never paſſed through good hands; which is a 
4 thouſand pities. | 


In this manner they diſcourſed before dinner, and their 


converſation turned on the ſame ſubjeQs while they were 
at table. But as I ſhould never have done, if I under- 
took to repeat all the expreſſions full of malice and folly, 
which I heard, I hope the reader will excuſe me tor ſup- 
preſling them, in order to deſcribe the reception of a 
poor devil of an author, who came in towards the end of 
repaſt. | 

5 page came, and ſaid aloud to his miſtreſs, 4 Ma- 
dam, a man in marvellous foul linen, bedaggled all 
« over, and who, fo pleaſe you, looks very much like 
« a poet, wants to ſpeak with you.” * Shew him up 
« (anſwered Arſenia;) don't ttir, gentlemen, 'tis but an 
« author.” Sure enough it was one whole tragedy had 
been received, and who brought a part for my miſtreſs. 


He was called Pedro de Moya, and, as he entered, made five 


or ſix profound bows to the company, who neither got up 


nor returned his compliment. Arſenia only anſwered his 


profuſion of civility by a flight inclination of her head. 
He advanced into the room, trembling and contuled, 
and let his gloves and cloak fall; which having taken up, 
he approached my miſtrets, and preſented to her a paper, 
with more reſpect than that or a counſellor, when he de- 
livers a petitioa to a judge; ſaving, © Be to good, Ma- 
« dam, as to accept ot this part, which | take the liberty 
* to offer.” She received it, in a cold and diſdainful 


manner, uithout even deigning to anſwer his compli- 


ment. 

This, however, did not diſcourage our author, who 
making utc of the opportunity to diſtribute the different 
parts of his play, gave one to Roſimiro, and another to 
Florimonda, who did not treat him a whit more courte- 
ouſſy thin Artenia had done. On the contrary, the 


player, naturally very obliging. as theie gentlemen com- 


monly are, in{ulted him with the moſt cutting raillery, 

which Fedro de Moya felt, but durſt not retort, left his 

piece f!.ould ſufler for his imprudence. He retired, 

therelore, without ſpeaking, but ſenſibly touched, as 1 

perceived, with his 1eception ; and I belicve that, » 
l 
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the bitterneſs of his reſentment, he did not fail to curſe, 


within himſelf, the players, as they deſerved ; and they, 


when he was gone, began to ſpeak of authors with great 


reſpect. © Signior Pedro de Moya (taid Florimonda) 


did not ſeem to go away very well ſatisfied.” _ 
« pſhaw, Madam, (cried Rofimiro) don't diſturb your- 
« ſelf about that: authors are not worth notice; if we 
« ſhould treat them on an equal fuoting, it would ſpoil 
„ them. I know thele lorry gentlemen ; they would 


„ ſoon forget themſelves. Let us therefore uſe them 


„ like flaves; and we need not tear that we ſhall tire 
their patience: for though their diſpleaſure may de- 
« tach them from us tometimes, the fury of writing 
„vill bring them back, and they will think themſelves 
„very happy, provided we deign to act their perfor— 
« mances.” * You are in the right, (ſaid Arſenia) we 


- 


only loſe thoſe authors whoſe fortunes we have made: 


« for as ſoon as we have procured a good ſettlement for 
them. idlenels takes poſſeſſion of them, and they work 
« no more. Luckily the company don't break their 
„hearts, and the public is no lofer by their ſloth. 

Theſe fine oblervat.o1s were much applauded, and it 
was determined, that authors, notwithſtanding the ill 
treatment they receive, owed their all to the players, who 
thereſore claimed the ſuperiority over them; and certes 
they could not deſpiſe them more. 


CHAP. XII. Gi Blas acquires the theatrical tafte, 
abandons himſelf ta the pleajures of a comic life, with 
which, Habe , he is diſouſted in à little time. | 


HE company remained at table until the hour 
arrived of going to the theatre, whither they re- 

paired in a body. I tollowed, and once more ſaw the 
play, which gave me ſuch pleaſure, that I reſolved to 
take the fame opportunity every day. In this I did not 
tail, and inſenſibly became reconciled to the actors; ſuch 
5 the force of cuſtom : I was particularly charmed with 
thole who ranted and diſtorted themſelves molt upon 
the ſtage; and was not at all ſingular in this way of 
thinking. | 
| 9: 'The 
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The beauty of the performance touched me no leſs 


than the manner of repreſentation : I was quite tranſ- 


ported with ſome of them; and among the reſt, was 
prodigiouſly fond of thoſe where all the cardinals or 


the twelve peers of France appeared. I remember that 
in two days, I got by heart, a whole comedy entitled, 
The Queen of Flowers. I he Roſe, who was queen, 


had the Violet for a confidante, and the [efſamin for her 
uſher. I thought nothing could be more ingenious than 
theſe works, which I imagined did a great deal of ho- 
nour to the taſte of our nation. 

I not only adorned my memory with the brighteſt 
paſſages from theſe dramatic malter-pieces; I ſet about 
bringing my taſte to perfection; which to accomplith, 1 
liſtened with a greedy attention to all that the players 


| faid. If they praiſed any performance, I eitecmed it; 


and whatſoever met with their diſapprobation, was im- 
mediately deſpiſed by me. I thought they were as ſkil- 
ful in plays, as jewellers are in diamonds. Nevertheleſs, 


Pedro de Moya's tragedy had great fuccets, altheugh 
they had prognoſticated its damna: ion. But even this could 


not make me ſuſpect their judgment; and I choſe rather 


to believe that the public wanted common ſenſe, than to 
doubt of the company's intallibility. I was affured, 


however from all quarters, that thoſe new pieces of which 
the players had no good opinion, were utually very much 
applauded ; and that on the contrary, thoſe which they 
received with approbation, were commonly hitled by 


the audience. I was told that it was a maxim with them 


10 judge erroneouſly of the works that were pretented to 


them; and was iniormed ot à thoutind inttances where 
the ſucceſs belied their determination; but ail thete 


proofs were ſcarce ſufficient to difabute my underſtand- 


I ſhall never forget what happened one day, in the 
firſt repreſentation of a new comedy, which the plavers 
had pronounced cold and tedious, and actually thought 
unpaſſable. In theſe ſentiments they performed the fit 
act, that met with great applauſe, which quite aſtoniſhed 
them. The ſecond act was played, and ſtill better re- 
ceived than the firſt : upon which the actors were con- 


faunded, * Ho the devil! (faid Roſimiro) is it poſ- 


© ble 
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« fible that this comedy ſhould take ?” At laſt they ated 
the third, which gave more pleaſure than the two for- 
« can't comprehend the meaning of this! (ſaid 
Ricardo) We imagined that this piece would not pleaſe 
« —yet every body is charmed with it ?”” “ Gentlemen, 
« (ſaid one of them very plainly) the reaſon is, becauſe 
there are a thoufand ſtrokes of wit in the performance, 
« which we have not oblerved.” | 
I no longer, therefore, looked upon the players, as ex- 


cellent judges, but became a juſt appraiſer of their merit 
and indeed they juſtified to a tittle, all the ridicule they 


met with from the world: for ſome of the actors and 
actreſſes were giddy with applauſe: and conſidering them- 


' ſelves as objects of admrration, thought they beſtowed a 


favour on the public, when they deigned to play. I was 
fhocked at their fauits, but unhappily too well pleated 
with their way of lite; fo that I plung'd into debauche- 
ry. How could it be otherwite? Their converſa: ion 
was pernicious to youth, and ail I faw contributed to 
corrupt my morals : had I been ignorant of what patied 


at the houſes of Caſilda, Conſtantia, and the other 


players, that of Arſenia alone was but too capable of 
undoing me: for beſides the old noblemen I mentioned, 
there came thither, beaus, young heirs whom ulure;s en- 
abled to ſpend money, and fometimes alfo, farmers of 
the revenue were admitted, who far from being gratified 
for their preſence, as they are in their own atlemblres, 
were obliged to pay through the noſe for their reception. 
Florimonda, who lived hard by, dined and tupp<d 
every day with my miſtreſs; and people were turpriſcd 
at the triendſhip that ſeemed to unite them. It attorded 
matter of aſtoniſhment to ſee coquets live together in 
ſuch good intelligence; and every body imagined that 
ſoon or late, they would quarrel about ſome gallant. 
But the world was very much miſtaken in theſe periect 
friends, who were joined by the molt ſolid affection. 
Inſtead of being jealous of one another, like other wo- 
men, they lived in common ; and choſe rather to ſhare 
the ſpoils, than fooliſhly diſpute about the inclinations of 
the men. 
K 4 | Laura 
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Laura by the example of theſe illuſtrious aſſociates, 
made the beſt of her youth too: and it was not with- 


out reaſon ſhe had told me that I ſhould fee ſtrange 
things: however, I affected to be quite eaſy ; becauſe I 


| had promiſed to adopt the unconcern of a player on 
uch occaſions; and thus I diſſembled for ſome days, 
contenting myſelf with aſking the names of the men 


with whom J found her particularly engaged. She al- 
ways anſwered, that it was an uncle or couſin. Hea- 
vens, What a croud of relations the had! Sure, her fa- 
mily was more numerous than that of king Priam : and 


the jade did not even confine herſelf to her uncles and 


coulins ; but alſo went abroad frequently in order to 
allure ſtrangers, by acting the widow of quality at the 
houle of the old woman whom I mentioned before. In 
ſnort Laura, (to give the reader a juſt and preciſe idea of 
he:) was as young, as handiome, and as much a coquet 
as her miltreis, who had no other advantage over her 
than that of diver:mg the town in public. 1 was borne 
down by the torrent for three weeks, during which, I 
gave myſelf up to all manner of debauchery : bur at the 
lame time, I muit obſerve, in the midſt of my pleaſures, 
[ was frequently ſcized with ſentiments of remorſe that 
proceeded from my education, and embittered all my 
enjoyments. Vice could not get the better of the! 
v-arnings, which avgmented in proportion as | became 
wore Cebanched ; and by the effect of a happy diſpoſi- 
tien, I began to alhor the diforders of a theatrical life. 
Ah, wretch! (faid | to mvtelt) is it thus thou ful- 
filleſt the expectation of thy family? Was it not e- 
rough to cheat it by chuſing another employment 
than that of a tutor? Does thy tervile condition hinder 
thee from living like an honeft man? or does it be- 
come thee to live among ſuch ſinners? ſome of whom 
are poſſeſſed by envv, rage, and avarice; while others 
* have baniſhed all tenſe of ſhame. Theſe are aban- 
doned to intemperance and floth ; and thoſe indulge 
their pride even to an exceſs of inſolence. I am re- 
'* folved: and will no longer dwell with the ſeven 
deadly fins.” 
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